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Abstract

The present research, using a descriptive-analytical method, tries to understand the
narrative structure of Tarsousi Darabnama as one of the oldest mythological texts of
Iran, according to the actionist theory of Georges Dumzil, and in this way, the similarity
of its characters' actions with the texts Indo-European mythology Basnajd. The findings
of the research show that the narrative structure of this work can be adapted to Indo-
European epic texts and the three actions proposed in Domzil's actionist approach
(commanding, fighting and fertility) are the main actions of mythological characters in
These narrations are considered. Iskander, Darab, Homay, Tamrosieh and Burandekht
each have distinctive features that are classified in the subgroup of triple actions. In this
work, "absolute kingdom" belongs to God, and God has helped them by using various
tools such as "dreaming", "using natural factors" and "sending legendary creatures to
help". The act of warfare has a special place in this narrative with various goals such as
expanding the territory, defending the control of the government, establishing security,

revenge and spreading religion and justice and the mythological characters are always
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tested in the battlefields. Abundance of blessings, abundant treasures, prosperity, peace
and prosperity, beauty and youth, attachment and observation of such things in the
description of the mythological characters of this narrative also show the third action,
fertility.

Keywords: comparative mythology, Darab-nameh, Georges Dumzil, mythological

characters, three acts.

Introduction

The most important achievement of Georges Dumézil in the adaptation of mythology is
the functionalist theory, which studies the three social functions of "governance",
"warfare" and "abundance" in Indo-European myths. The function of governance
expresses the administration of the world in a mysterious and regular way, the function
of warfare is a physical function and basically power, and finally the function of
abundance, is a productive and economic function with aspects of health, medicine,
fertility, which leads to various results and consequences such as happiness, health,
longevity, comfort, peace, and prosperity, and most of the common people are included.
This research tries to understand the narrative structure of one of the oldest
mythological texts of Iran and in this way measure the similarity of its characters'

functions with Indo-European mythological texts.
Discussion and data analysis

Analyzing the narrative structure of "Darabnameh" based on triple functions in

Dumézil's theory

Darabnameh can be divided into three parts. The first part includes a short story of
Bahman and Homai's life. In the second part, he narrated the adventures and battles of
Darab and in the third part, the life adventures of Dara, Iskandar and Borandokht. Many
of the beliefs and functions of Tarsusi's Darab-nameh have mythological streaks since
they are rooted in prehistoric beliefs and functions. Darab and Iskander are semi-

mythical and mostly epic warriors in this story.
The function of governance

In the analysis of the functions of God/gods in "Darabnameh" in the form of the
governance function, one should rely on two main domains. The first is their "absolute

power" feature and the second is their "support" feature. The gods of the first group
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were all celestial and cosmic reflections of the commanding people such as princes,
kings, ministers, priests, etc. "Justice and religion" which are actually the purity,
holiness, virtue, etc., are all obvious manifestations of the first function. In "Darab-
nameh", the One God as the king of the world by using various tools such as
"dreaming", "using natural factors such as wind and water and, etc." and "sending
legendary creatures, objects, animals and things like these" to help the characters. God
comes to help the kings through natural factors and etc., because the kings have a godly
divine. From Tarsusi's point of view, the act of "dreaming" is one of God's powers and
it is proposed to "show the facts of affairs” and "make important decisions". In his
opinion, "dream" is considered as one of the ways of communicating with God in order
to reveal the truth, and the main characters of Darab-nameh took important decisions
after seeing the dream. Dreaming is a warning for the dreamer, and the person faces that
event as soon as he wakes up, and in fact, the dream provides the means of liberation
and salvation for that person. One of the invisible help of God is the calls that tell the
way of salvation. Mythical creatures such as "Simorgh", "Fairy" and "Demon" and
animals such as "horse" are also necessary for governance function. Creatures like
"fairies" play the role of "helpers". "Natural factors" such as mountain, water, fire and
wind also play a prominent role in this mythological work in advancement the flow of
the narrative: "Mountain" is a safe haven for kings and princes, and wind is their helper.
"Water" is also in the row of helpers. Some "objects" also play a role in this function
along with the mythological characters of the narrative. Kingly accessories, kingly
manners, godly divine, intelligence, consultation, being a scholar, astrology, prayer,
believing in God's knowledge and wisdom, reward and punishment, miracle and magic,

helping are also in the subdomains functions of governance.
The function of warfare

"War and battle" with various goals such as expanding the territory, defending the
territory of the government or spreading the religion has a prominent position in the
structure of epic texts and mythological characters are always measured and tested in
the battlefields. In Darab-nameh, war with goals such as establishing security, revenge
and spreading religion has a special appearance. The battle with "mythical creatures"
such as demons can also be seen in the warfare functions of the mythological characters
of this work. The presence of soldiers, weapons and battle uniforms, courage, strength,
resourcefulness, magic and the power of canceling it, mythical creatures and war

customs are part of the functions of warfare.
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The function of abundance

Abundance of blessings, abundant treasures, prosperity, peace and welfare, beauty and
youth, infatuation and observation of such things in the description of the mythological
characters of this narrative indicate the third function, which is fertility and abundance.
"Finding the kingdom and blessings" calmed Darab, and Alexander, with the many
treasures he inherited from his fathers, equipped a powerful army to confront Darab.
"The improvement of the lands" is one of Alexander's main functions, which is

mentioned with a religious point of view.
Conclusion

Examining the functions and features of the main characters of this narrative, including
Darab, Iskandar, Tamrosich, Homay and Borandokht, determined that they can be
placed in the subgroup of the triple functions considered by Dumézil, namely
"governance, warfare and abundance". In the "Darab-nameh" book, the One God as the
king of the world deals with governance and administration of affairs and by using
various tools such as "dreaming", "using natural factors such as wind, water and etc."
and sending "legendary creatures to help", has helped the characters and created
countless miracles for them. The function of warfare with various goals such as
expanding the territory, defending the territory of the government, establishing security,
revenge and spreading religion and justice has a special position and mythological
characters such as Darab, Borandokht and Iskandar are always measured in the
battlefields. Abundance of blessings, abundant treasures, prosperity, peace and welfare,
beauty and youth, infatuation and observation of such things in the description of the
mythological characters of this narrative indicate the third function, which is fertility

and abundance.
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