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Abstract

In the stories of Haft Peykar, one can see the most significant components of the
grotesque style, such as the feeling of fear, latent ridicule, strange and surprising shapes,
ugly adornments adorned with ornaments, and so on. The adaptation of the Haft Peykar
narrative section to the grotesque components, especially the grotesque, which the new
view of the two critics in this field, namely Kaiser and Bakhtin, reduces its negative
aspects and, while changing the conventional standards of beauty, considers this style as
a kind of ugly aesthetics, with a significant clarity. In this stories, some physical and
mental issues that have been pushed back from human life, along with its ugliness and
filth, are portrayed in complex, astonishing, contradictory and unexpected ways. In this
research, while using library and documentary studies and using qualitative analysis
method and taking into account Kaiser's view, we have categorized, and analyzed the
grotesque category and its index components in Haft-Peykar stories. The findings of the
research show that Nezami in these stories has been able, with amazing skill, in the
content and form of the work, to show the ugliness and filth in ways close to the

characteristics of a grotesque work.
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Examining Haft peykar of Nezami shows us that the unusual aspects of descriptions and
images, times, places and strange characters in this work, in addition to carrying special
symbols, also benefit from the advantages of the Grotesque style. In most of
Haftapikar's stories, prominent components of the grotesque style such as fear, illusion,
disgust, nervous laughter, humor and sarcasm, fright, shock and unexpectedness can be
recognized. Examining these cases also shows that they are not produced by chance and
with the purpose of entertainment and enjoyment but they contain unique and
remarkable features.

At the beginning of the 20th century, Wolfgang Kaiser (Kaiser.W) and Mikhail
Bakhtin (M.) show different perspectives of grotesque performance and offer new
dimensions of it. Kaiser's emphasis on employing the grotesque to defeat and summon
the evil dimensions of the world, considers it as an expression of human feelings of
alienation and disgust, but Bakhtin's view, unlike Kaiser's, is completely clear and
positive. According to Wolfgang Kaiser, the grotesque refers to the terrifying, strange
and alien, evil and wicked, unreasonable and incomprehensible nature of the world in
front of us, and these features are more prominent in the stories of the Haft peykar. If
we believe in two types of high or true grotesque and low or false grotesque, we can
recover manifestations of high grotesque, which are the result of wise efforts to
understand the tragic and imperfect human nature, in the stories of Heptikar.

Another point regarding the grotesque style in Nezami's stories of Haftapikar is that
all these stories were narrated by women from different regions for Bahram. Examining
the works produced in the grotesque style has led the experts to the conclusion that the
grotesque, especially during the times of change and transformation of the dominant
cultural frameworks, was more prominent and was frequently used consciously or
unconsciously by women writers.

In the first two domes and the seventh dome, it can be seen that the women
storytellers say that they also heard these stories from a woman.

The most prominent elements of the grotesque style in the stories of Haft Peykar

include the following:
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1 Grotesque place

The space where the fictional events occur in some of the Haft Peykar stories is an
unusual and strange space that has no examples in the material world, that is why it is
surprising for the audience. The location of some of the Haft peykar stories can be seen
as consistent with Bakhtin's understanding of the grotesque, which, by removing the
ancient grotesque and replacing it with the carnival culture of the middle centuries, tries
to restore the creativity that the high culture has suppressed. The images of this type of
grotesque are aimed at celebrations and feasts (especially the lower body) and are
among the uplifting examples of folk grotesque, which is especially evident in the story
of the First Dome.

2 Grotesque Time

One of the most significant Grotesque elements in Haft peykar stories is when the
important events of the stories happen. Of course, it isn't the time of narration (order of
events). The way of choosing the time in some of these stories shows the importance of
night in the mind as a vague, mysterious, secret, unknown, relaxing and sometimes
scary time, and all these characteristics make it a suitable time for grotesque adventures.

Most of the important events in these stories take place at night. Although the night
does not always induce a sense of fear and illusion in every work of art, but the
selection of this time in these stories, along with other elements, has led to the
enhancement of the sense of illusion and fear. In these stories, strange events always

happen at night and end in the morning and then the situation becomes normal.
3 Grotesque creatures

There are some extraordinary and strange creatures in the stories of Heptapikar. A huge
bird, a fairy, a charming old woman, a giant, a demon, a dragon and a snake are the
main creatures in these stories. Both in the type of storytelling and in the selection of
story elements, Nezami is very close to the characteristics that Kaiser listed of the
grotesque. Some of the scenes of these seven stories include various episodes started
calmly and conventionally at the beginning, convincing the reader that the story is
moving in a good direction; But suddenly all the positive perspectives of the story
change to the tormenting and disgusting aspects. The frequency of occurrence of this
situation and the desire of the main character in some stories to repeat previous mistakes
can be seen as a representation of the human tendency towards the returning, which is

presented in a grotesque manner.
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The creation of images of strange places such as desert, cave, well, scary castle,
strange gardens along with exaggerated and extreme descriptions in other stories is
sometimes to the extent that disgusts the reader. The occurrence of all of these strange
events is at night. The sudden ending of terrible and unusual adventures, as well as the
presence of strange and scary creatures such as giant birds, fairies, demons, witches,
mythical trees, giants, dragons and snakes, help to induce a sense of fear and illusion
and the instability of all phenomena in these stories. The grotesque aspect has made

them stronger.
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