Classical Persian Literature, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Biannual Journal, Vol. 14, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2023, 29-61
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/CPL.2023.7598

Investigating Rumi's family relations through his letters
Tahereh Ishany*

Abstract

The analysis of Rumi's family relations through his letters is important because they are
worthy of research as a document left over from the life of Rumi and the people of his
time, and acquaint literary lovers with unknown aspects of his personal life. This is
possible by using stylistics with a linguistic approach; Because stylistics with a
linguistic approach can discover the hidden features of a work by examining the
linguistic layers and reach the mind and world of its author. Therefore, in the present
study, we use a layer stylistics that emphasizes the discovery of hidden layers of text
and by applying descriptive-analytical and statistical methods to answer this question.
What kind of relationship does each of Rumi's letters to family members reveal? The
findings of this study show Rumi's special respect for the bride, but Rumi's not-so-
sincere relationship with his second son.

Keywords: Letters, Rumi, Rumi's family, Layered stylistics, Applied layer.

Maulana Jalal al-Din Muhammad, a famous poet and mystic of the 7th century AH, also
has prose works that have received little attention from researchers. "Letters" is one of
his prose works, which includes about one hundred and fifty letters written by him to
his family members, statesmen and friends. Therefore, the review of Rumi's letters is
important in several ways; One is that it deserves to be studied as "a type" of Rumi's
literary prose and the other is that from a sociological point of view, this work reveals
some aspects of the normal life of this scientific and mystical personality to literary

lovers and researchers. On the other hand, since the method of layered stylistic analysis

« Associate Professor of Literature Research Institute, Institute of Humanities and Cultural Studies, Tehran,
Iran, Tahereh.ishany@gmail.com
Date received: 11/02/2023, Date of acceptance: 05/06/2023



Abstract 30

in the study of the style of texts that have a social function; recognized as a suitable
tool; In addition to identifying the stylistic features of each text, this method is also used
to discover its hidden angles, such as recognizing the personality, understanding and
receiving the ideology of author, the way he communicates with others, etc. In this
research, the family letters of Maulana Jalal al-Din Muhammad (known as Rumi) are
analyzed based on the layer of pragmatics in layered stylistics. It is worth saying that
components such as speech acts and principles of politeness are examined in the
mentioned layer in order to describe and explain their function in establishing the
discourse intended by the author and in relation to the audience. The question that we
seek to answer in this research with a descriptive-analytical and statistical method; It is
that each of Rumi's letters addressed to family members reveals what kind of
relationships? The results of this research show the descriptive-emotional style of Rumi
as well as the complete observance of positive politeness . Also, according to these data,
we found out his family relationships with each of the recipients of the letters, which are
as follows:

Sultan Valad is the only person to whom Rumi used the most Declerative speech
act in his letters. In fact Rumi uses this type of speech act to inform his son for
improving his family relationship with his wife and to express new conditions in case of
misbehaving or neglecting her, or even about himself mental state when his writing.
Also, the most violation of negative etiquette can be seen in Rumi's letters to Sultan
Valed. Of course, this violation of negative politeness is mostly used about Rumi
himself, when he wants to explain his mental and psychological conditions while
writing a letter, to warn him of his concern about the way Sultan Valad behaves with
Fatimah Khatun. In general, Rumi had a balanced relationship with him, and his biggest
concern is the unkindness of this son towards his wife, which also shows Rumi's interest
in Sultan Valad.

In relation to Rumi's second son, Alaa al-Din Chalabi, it was concluded that Rumi
did not have a very close relationship with him. The lowest use of positive politeness
and the highest frequency of using negative politeness can be seen in Rumi's letters
addressed to him, most of which are used in negative politeness using the element of
"depersonalization". These two issues, on the one hand, indicate the not very high status
of Alaa al-Din in Rumi's eyes, and on the other hand, it can indicate the emotional
distance of father and son from each other by using official words in this letters. In
terms of violation of positive etiquette, "not empathizing with the addressee" has the

highest frequency in the letters addressed to him, and it is indicative of Rumi's
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annoyance with this son. In general, Rumi's extensive use of the sub-components of

n

"request”, "depersonalization", "not empathizing with the recipient of the letter", "an

inappropriate label for another", "remembering the recipient of the letter with a negative
characteristic" and "blaming himself" in Rumi's letters address to Alaa al-Din has the
highest frequency. In addition to that, the abundant use of the "good prayer" on the one
hand shows the compassion of Rumi towards this rebellious son and on the other hand it
shows that Alaa al-Din had the least amount of paying attention to his father. Rumi's
desperation against Alaa al-Din's unpleasant behavior has even led to an apology.
Sometimes, Rumi had to use the author of "clearly expressing indebtedness the
addressee to him" to tell him that he was forced to do things contrary to his habit in
order to solve his problems. Also, with the aim of encouraging him to return home and
stop unkind behavior towards his family, Rumi has made the most use of directive
speechact. According to these explanations, it is clear that Alaa al-Din Chalabi was the
rebellious son of Rumi, who hurt his father many times during his short life.

Rumi has a more emotional connection with his younger son, Muzaffar al-Din Amir
Alam Chalabi; So that the letter addressed to him is accompanied by more affection
from Rumi; However, in this letter, we see the use of positive politeness violations in
the form of "not sympathizing with his son" and "remembering the suspicion of his
mistake towards Hossam al-Din", the person for whom the letter was written and
Maulana considers him as his son.

Fatemeh Khatun, the wife of Sultan Valad, is highly respected by Maulana. This is
evident from the abundant use of emotional speech acts towards her and her father —
Salah al-Din Zarkoub - in the letter to her. Also, Fatemeh Khatun is the only person
whom Rumi has used the most commissive speech act in her letters. This issue is telling
that Rumi did her best to reassure Fatemeh Khatun and maintain her life together with
Sultan Valad and took an oath many times so that there would be no ambiguity for her.
This is confirmed by the abundant use of positive politeness components towards her in

the form of "praise ", "strategy of respect", "certainty in words" and "expression of

empathy and emphasis on friendship".
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