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Abstract

Sanandaj city, which was recently registered by UNESCO as a City of Creative music,
is also at a high level in terms of literature and culture. Ever since this city became the
residence of the Ardalans in 1046 AH and Suleiman Khan Ardalan built a strong
fortress in its center and officially became a city, it has always been one of the cultural
and literary centers and has attracted and raised various poets and writers. The research
question and the study aims to answer the following: Although the city of Sanandaj was
inhabited by Kurds, what were the reasons why poets wrote poems in Persian from the
beginning of the city's foundation? This study was conducted using the descriptive-
analytical method and using library sources. Findings point to the region's political
geography, the Ardalans who were protégés of the Safavid kings, heavy dependence on
the Safavid rulers and their successors, weak national sentiment and Kurdish
nationalism, and finally the religion of some rulers of Ardalan they are the most
important reasons for the inclination of poets to the Persian language and poetry from

the beginning of the eleventh century until the fall of the monarchy.
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According to various sources, Sanandaj was founded in 1046 AH by Suleyman Khan
Ardalan with the construction of a government fortress at the present location of
Sanandaj. Later, the government castle of Ardalans was moved from Hasan Abad to
Sanandaj. After 1046 AH this town was still one of the ruling castles of Ardalans.

After Suleyman Khan Ardalan (1040-1066 AH), the sovereignty of Ardalans
continued until the era of Amanollah Khan II (1277-1284 AH). Amaoullah Khan II was
deposed by Qajar King in 1284 AH after being defeated many times in the war. The
govermnet of Ardalans came to an end when Amanollah Khan II died after a few
months of illness. Ardalan's govermnet is contemporary with the Safavid (1146-905
AH), Afshariya (1146-1210 AH), Zandiyeh (1164-1209 AH), Qajar (1193-1304 AH)
and Pahlavi (1304-1193 AH) dynasties. After Amanollah Khan II, the prince Farhad
Mirza Motamed al -Dawlah (1291-1284 AH), the uncle of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar,
was sent to Kurdistan in 1284 AH, and he became the new ruler of this region. After the
fall of Ardalans, the governor of Sanandaj continued to rule until 1323 AH, when Abu'l-
Qasem Khan Qaragozlu (1318-1323 AH) was the ruler.

The rulers of Kurdistan never had a completely independent government during the
Ardalan era, and the rulers of Ardalan were always determined by the king of Iran.
When the rulers of Kurdistan came to power and did some actions like curving their
names on the coins or mentioning and praising their names in congregational prayers,
they were immediately suppressed by the central government. Suppression usually came
after a long struggle and the removal of the ruler. An example of this could be seen at
the time of the governor of Ardalan, Halo Khan Ardalan in 1014 AH and his son Khan
Ahmed Khan Ardalan in the years once the government fortress of Sanandaj was built
in Sanandaj in 1046 AH.

Although the Ardalans were engaged in wars in several historical periods, the
hostilities and numerous wars didn't hinder the improvement of culture, literature and
knowledge. They paid special attention to advancement of knowledge and literature. For
example, in 1214 AH, Amanollah Khan Ardalan became the successor of his father,
Khosrow Khan the Great, and his soverignity continued till 1240.

Amanollah Khan become a ruler who cherished information and literature and
Sanandaj went through a cultural and literary revolution during his government. His
palace and courtroom had been the safe haven of poets, writers and scientists not only
from Kurdistan, but also from all over Iran. After Amanollah Khan, the governor,
Khosrow Khan, the son of Amanollah Khan, have become the ruler for ten years. Like

his father, Khosrow Khan paid unique interest to literature and culture. During this
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period, The Dar ul-lThsan Mosque and covered markets were built in Sanandaj in this
period. These buildings are still one of the city's most famous buildings and one of
Sanandaj's permanent and historic buildings.

From a literary point of view, the city of Sanandaj is not isolated from other parts of
Iran. Due to cultural exchanges and ties, literary styles and schools that emerge in other
parts of Iran often quickly reach Sanandaj, as well as other cities; however, Sanandaj
differs from other places in many ways including culture and literature. Among the most
important of these differences are cultural-linguistic and dialectical, national, and
religious diversity.

This study aims at investigating concisely the situation of Persian poetry in Sanandaj
from its founding days to the Islamic revolution. This study aims to answer the
fundamental and central question of the study: Why is Persian poetry more popular in a
Kurdish city like Sanandaj than Kurdish poetry?There has been attention despite the fact
that in other cities of Kurdistan, such as Saqqez, Marivan and Mahabad, Kurdish poetry
is widespread and many Kurdish-speaking poets grew up among them. The study was
carried out by descriptive analysis method and using library resources.

On the need to conduct this research, it must be said that Sanandaj has always been
considered the center of knowledge in historical texts. Many of the scholars of this city
had a great taste for poetry. They wrote poems in Persian and Arabic. Recently, the
Kurdish language has also become popular. It is clear and evident that Sanandaj, being
one of the cities of the Kurds, has always turned to Persian in poetry. At the beginning
of the 14th century, the use of the Kurdish language in poetry in the form of songs
gradually became popular.

The result of the research indicates that Sanandaj has been the capital of Ardalan
since its foundation and that the rulers of Ardalan have influenced the issue from
different points of view. In the first place, the Ardalans were the protege of the Safavid
kings and Safavid rulers, and in fact the decrees of the Ardalans were signed, enforced
and pronounced from the capital, Tehran. Second, because of the geopolitical status, the
rulers of Sanandaj were connected to Tehran and other major cities in Iran. Therefore, it
was not surprising that the Persian language and Persion poetry style became more
popular in Sanandaj. Third, it can be said that Kurdish nationalism is not seen in
Sanandaj from the beginning of the 11th century to the end of the 13th century. The
Kurdish nationalism emerged almost in the 14th century, mostly in the form of books
such as, "The History of Mardukh" and "History of famous Men." Therefore, lacked

nationalist sentiment and spirits, Kurdish poetry gradually emerged in Sanandaj from
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the beginning of the 14th century to the Islamic Revolution. In summary, the lack of
Kurdish nationalism in Sanandaj at the time was another factor that made Persian poetry
more popular than Kurdish poetry.

Fourth, many of the rulers of Ardalan were Shiite due to religious beliefs, so they
inclined towards the Shiite regions of the country rather than other regions. Therefore,
these are some of the most important causes that provoked more Sanandaj poets

towards Persian poetry and language.
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