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Abstract

The aim of the current research is to investigate Ali Shariati's approach to the history of Islam
as one of the contemporary religious intellectuals of Iran and to investigate his influence of
Marx's theory of class conflict in the analysis and interpretation of historical phenomena in the
general formulation of his religious views. By applying the theory of class conflict in the
reading of Islamic history and religious texts, Shariati extracted a revolutionary narrative from
it, which is of special importance in drawing the ideological image of religion in his thinking.
The main issue is, what place has the theory of class conflict had in Shariat's historiography and
Islamology? This research, using the analytical-historical method, wants to analyze the main
characteristics of Shariati's narration of history and religious texts and differentiate his approach
with Marxist ideas. Shariati's radical and revolutionary reading of Islamic history is the result
of his being influenced by Marx's historical theories, but this does not mean the complete
acceptance of the materialistic ideas of Marx's historical theories. Shariati's way of using the
capacity of class conflict theory in presenting a new reading of religion is one of the most
important findings of this research.
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The effect of Marx's Theory of Class Conflict
on Shariati's Radical and Revolutionary Reading of Religion

Extended abstract

Introduction: Ali Shariati is considered one of the important figures of religious
intellectuals during the Pahlavi 1l era, who played an important role in drawing the
ideological and revolutionary face of Islam. In his Islamology, Shariati paid special
attention to the history and class orientations of Islamic figures. His class analysis of
the history of Islam, along with his attention to class conflict and the impact of the
economic infrastructure on the political, social and cultural developments of that era,
was the main focus of Shariati's ideological approach. The main question of this
research is what effect did Marx's theory of class conflict have on Shariati's reading
of Islamic history? The hypothesis of the present research is based on the fact that
Shariati, inspired by Marx's theory of class conflict and without accepting his
historical materialism, tried to present a radical and revolutionary narrative of Islamic
history and texts.The method of collecting the necessary data to conduct such a
research is documents, in the framework of which a set of Shariati's views related to
his use of Marx's theory of class conflict for the analysis of the history and texts of
Islam is taken into consideration, and the analysis of the collected data is done using
a variety of different approaches. His views were recognized and then the results of
this study were reanalyzed and criticized using conceptual tools in which the
analytical-historical method was used. Shariati tries to paint a revolutionary image of
Islam by presenting an ideological image. Paying attention to class conflict and class
struggle plays an important and significant role in Shariati's formulation of Islam.He
called his Islam Abu Dhari's Islam and he considered his Shiism not as one sect
against another sect, but as a natural continuation of such Islam; Shi‘ism, whose class
orientation is in favor of the lower classes and justice-seeking and egalitarian tendency
is considered one of its constructive aspects. Class conflict has a special place in
Shariat Islamology. In his definition of Shiism, he believed that Shiism was a kind of
understanding of Islam. It is understood to be progressive, anti-aristocracy, anti-racial,
anti-class, and anti-rule by the powerful. Shariati's approach in reading Islamic texts
and Islamic history is undoubtedly influenced by Marx's method and also based on
the theory of class conflict. This issue has been noticed by most of the analysts of his
works. By using the elements of Marxist discourse, Shariati was able to negate
colonialism and the rule of exploitation, and seek justice in a revolutionary approach
to religion. Shariati accepted Marx's analysis of class struggle and its importance
throughout history, and also recognized the necessity of fighting against the capitalist
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system as an intellectual, human and moral task in the contemporary era, and in his
formulation of Islamic ideology, he made it the main goal and He considered the end
of religion and revolutionary struggles. Although Shariati believes in socialism as a
justice-seeking and egalitarian idea based on human values, he tries to differentiate
between his desired socialism and Marx's socialism. Shariati considers socialism to
be a human idea, while according to him, Marxism, by connecting the dialectic to
materialism, on the basis of which the movement of nature, history and society is
justified, has reached a material determinism in which man loses his originality.
Shariati tried to present a radical and revolutionary view of religious narratives by
analyzing Islamic and Quranic concepts. By linking the concept of monotheism with
class struggle, while introducing the components and characteristics of the classless
monotheistic society he wants; He tried to redefine myths and religious figures in the
same direction. His goal of this intellectual project was to emphasize the revolutionary
and protest aspects of religion against injustice, inequality and oppression, which
according to Shariati had class roots. Shariati, while emphasizing socialist values as
his ideal society, tries to separate the concept of class struggle and socialism from
Marxist materialistic approaches. On the one hand, this work provided new capacities
for linking religion with socialist, revolutionary and anti-class ideas, and on the other
hand, it rejected the suspicions that he was a Marxist. For him, the class analysis of
social relations and the course of historical development was not necessarily a
materialistic phenomenon, because Shariati considered the connection between
human and revolutionary values for the liberating struggle against the ruling class
beyond material motives and rigid historical ideas.
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