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Abstract

Following the industrial revolution and developments in America, Iranians began to
look for the reason for the growth and progress of this country. One of the topics they
followed was the emerging technologies in this country, including the electricity
industry. The present article, with a descriptive-analytical approach and interpretation of
press texts and unpublished documents, aims to analyze how Qajar period Iranians
encountered electricity technology in America and to make it clear that Iranians during
the Qajar period entered America for the knowledge and electrical industry. What
challenges did the country face? The results of the research show that the intellectuals
reflected the progress of the electricity industry in Americain their writings within the
framework of critical discourse. They realized that in order to compensate for Iran's
backwardness in this field, electricity technology should be imported from America to
the country. On the other hand, the tourists who had traveled to America, by observing
the scientific and technical progress and understanding its fundamental effects on the
transformation of this country, on the necessity of modernizing Iran with They
emphasized the use of American science and technology, this goal was pursued more
serioudly by the political elitesin order to directly and indirectly provide the way for the
introduction of this technology that would lead to the progress of the Iranian society, but
in this way there were obstacles that caused the electric technology and New principles
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did not enter Iran under the teachings of American experts and engineers, and their
efforts were only limited to familiarizing Iranians with the importance of the electrical
industry and itsrole in the evolution of America, which of course was considered a very
important thing in those times.

Keywords: America, Qajar, Electrical technology, Modernization and modernity,
Political elites.
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