Economic History Sudies of Iran, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)

Biannual Journal, Vol. 12, No. 2, Autumn and Winter 2023-2024, 5-31
Doi: 10.30465/sehs.2023.45396.1918

The challenge of Iran'straditional textile during the Qajar
period with European industrial developments
(1211 AH.t0 1344 AH)

Hamidreza Aryanfar’, Magsood Ali Sadeghi Gandmani™
Seyed Hashem Aghajari” ", Shahram Yousefifar™

Abstract

The industrial revolution, by changing the way of production, left a tremendous impact
on the traditional industries of nations. Affected by industrial developments, Iran's
textile industry faced a challenge with machine production; These developments
gradually changed the taste of Qajar Iranian society, especially the court, nobility and
other classes of the society to use machine textiles. In this period, variables such as
diversity in design, pattern and color, price reduction compared to handmade products,
changing tastes of different classes of society and the development of trade due to the
political and economic power of Europe, led to the spread and expansion of the use of
machine-made textiles and the reduction of the consumption of domestic products. and
as a result stagnation in many domestic textile branches. In this article, with the
historical and analytical method and the use of library resources and by adopting the
theoretical framework of dependence, the question is answered that what factors have
been effective in creating the domestic textile challenge? And what has been the result
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of domestic textile stagnation? Relying on the dependency theory, the industria
components affected by the political and economic power of Europe, the traditional
view governing relations and the inability to change the production method and the
dependency of the Qgjar government in creating challenges in textile and as a result the
gradual decline of many textile branches and the unemployment of artisans. had. These
findings indicate that getting rid of this situation depends on changing the production
method, breaking dependence on the structure of the capitalist system, and paying
attention to the introverted development model .

Keywords: Challenge, Traditional textile, production method, Qajar Iran, European
industrial developments.
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