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Abstract

Understanding and critical analysis of Karl Schmitt's political philosophy is possible
only when we question the relationship between theology and politics and open a path
to enter his project. The same direction is followed in this article. After presenting this
introduction, referring to the fundamental question of Schmitt's project, that is, what is
the concept of political affairs and how isit possible in the modern era, we criticized the
concept of political affairs according to the position he adopted in this treatise and more
in the treatise on political theology. Finally, in this article, we showed that despite the
effects that Schmitt's theological understanding had on his understanding of the concept
of political affairs, he could not have an active relationship with it. In other words, the
two projects of political theology and the concept of the political affair remain two
projects for Schmitt and could not lead to a single understanding of politics. According
to Schmitt, although theology is present in the historical nature of poalitics, it is neither
necessary nor has an obvious effect on the inner understanding of politics.

Keywords: Political Affairs, Political Theology, Nature of Politics, Descriptive
Narrative of Theology, Positive Narrative of Theology, Friendship and Enmity.

« Ph. D. of Political Thought, Allameh Tabatabagl University, Tehran, Iran, Taghizadeh307@gmail.com
Date received: 2023/06/23, Date of acceptance: 2023/10/28

Copyright © 2010, IHCS (Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies). Thisisan Open Access
aticle. Thiswork islicensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy
of thislicense, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send aletter to Creative Commons, PO Box
1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA.



VEY Sl ¥ 5Lt VY Ul ol ple (slasaliy 5 Gigta (530S dali a0 \YY

Due to the emergence of the autonomous and independent subject in the new era which
is politics, political affairs as an area that thinks beyond the will of the political order
has faced a challenge. The individual subject who seeks his freedom more than anything
else does not accept an area beyond his will that dominates him. Therefore, the state of
politics in the Western world should be transformed according to the new state of the
Western man. Modern political philosophy thought about this issue entirely and it has
tried to prepare politics according to the transformation created in the human condition.
But how could this be possible? How was this distance between the subject and politics
compensated?

An important answer to this fundamental question is theology. Theology, which was
able to provide the general narrative of human presence in the world before the modern
era, had logt its role in the modern era. Perhaps it could be served as a solidifying
material for the concepts and forms of new political thought. In other words, political
concepts such as government, law, order, and security were all designed according to
the theological reading but appropriate to the new era. Schmidt, as one of the most
important thinkers who dealt with political theology, tried to show how theological
beliefs are present in the foundation of modern concepts by adopting a descriptive but
not positive approach. Although the new concepts are secular, they have emerged from
a theological origin. Schmidt's research on political theology became possible after he
guestioned the "political affairs' and examined the nature of politics beyond the issues
of politics. But Schmitt, at the same time as the project of political theology, tried to
open away to adistinct understanding of the political concerning other areas of human
life. In other words, he wanted to see what the special feature of the political is.

This question was very important for him because he could directly address the
German society of the Weimar period and ask him if he was thinking about the unity
and political power of Germany and if he wanted to prevent his national humiliation as
well as the collapse of his long-lasting unity, he should know how to see politics and
think about it. Regarding political affairs, Schmitt tried to show with an interna
understanding that politics is understood by friendship and enmity and no factor other
than politics can be the trigger of friendship and enmity. Schmidt tries to draw a clear
and safe border for political affairs. That is why, in the concept of political affairs, he
carefully defends the independent identity of palitics. In this treatise, this concern is so
important to him which makes his audience think that there is a difference between his
understanding of politics and the understanding of other theoreticians who consider the
origin of politics.
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People like Bossuet, Dumaster, Bonald, and others who have presented original
political ideas according to him, were influenced by the theological understanding of
human nature, but he did not move from anywhere other than the realm of politics to
understand politics and its foundation. It seems that his political theory is not subject to
the logic that he applied to modern political theories. In any case, there is a tension
between his understanding of political theology and his claim about the independence of
politics in the concept of the political. Schmitt's descriptive account of political
theology, by identifying and revealing theology in the foundations of political affairs,
showed that there is still theology in the modern era and specifically in modern political
philosophy, but it does not advance this understanding. Although we can identify some
effects from Schmitt's theological point of view in understanding the political issues,
especially from his special anthropological aspect, this diagnosis still cannot create a
stable reconciliation between the two powerful sides of his political thoughts. Political
theology and research on the concept of political affairs are still standing on two sidesin
Schmitt's project and cannot open away for joint research.

Schmitt wanted to revive the political affairs for the weak Germany of the Weimar
period, and he saw in it a possibility for German power (beyond the formal and merely
regulatory legal thinking), but in this project, there was not necessarily a place for
political theology as an active project. Political theology could perhaps be historical
research in its roots (as we showed its effects in the treatise on the concept of the
political), but in Schmidt's project, it could not be an active possibility to understand the
political will and political unity of anation.
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