77 Journal of Fine Arts: Visual Arts
Research Article \Volume 28, No. 3, Full 2023
Waist Aprons of Peddlers in the Naser al-Din Shah Qajar Era Based on
the Scrapbooks of Professions in Golestan Palace and the British Museum
Ameneh Mafitabar” iD

Assistant Professor, Department of Textile and Clothing Design Department, Faculty of Applied Arts, University of Art, Tehran, Iran.
(Received: 20 Apr 2023; Received in revised form: 10 May 2023; Accepted: 15 May 2023)

The majority of research on Qajar clothing is centered
on the garments common among people from all walks of
life, neglecting those specific to particular trades or social
classes. This study focuses on the type of fabric used for the
waist aprons worn by Qajar - era peddlers, as depicted in
two Scrapbook of Professions manuscripts from the reign of
Naser al - Din Shah Qajar. In analyzing the fabric’s design
and production method, the study also fulfills a secondary
objective, namely exploring the two manuscripts. One
book is kept in Golestan Palace in Tehran and the other in
the British Museum, and given their stylistic similarities,
they appear to have been created around the same time.
The first manuscript has 32 pages of watercolor paintings
of different occupations and different clothes of the Qajar
era. This scrapbook has recorded scenes from the daily
life of ordinary people and is therefore sociologically
significant. The second version of scrapbook is similar
to the style of the previous one, howewer with half of its
dimensions. In any case, this manuscript apparently has
about 28 paintings. The research questions are: Based on
the Naserian-era Scrapbook of Professions manuscripts,
what items of clothing did male peddlers wear in addition
to the clothing worn commonly by men? And how were
these additional items decorated? Conducted as qualitative,
historical, and descriptive - analytical research, the study
reviewed the manuscripts and selected ten illustrated men
in waist aprons. The analysis of these artworks showed that
waist aprons were part of peddlers’ professional outfits in
Qajar Iran and that the peddlers who wore waist aprons
included those who sold boiled beets, boiled broad beans,
beef tripe, black mulberry, faience, barberry juice, the kashk-
doogh beverage, secondhand clothes, and bread. Of the
selected ten men, nine wore waist aprons made of a type of
patterned fabric known as moharramat (Striped), and only
one -depicted in the Golestan Palace manuscript as Ustad
Reza Peenedooz (Master Reza the Cobbler)- wore a plain

waist apron. Looking at the manuscripts, moharramat fabric
seems to have been among the most popular fabrics for
men’s waist aprons in Qajar Iran. It also varied in quality
and production method: some varieties had patterns woven
into them, whereas others had decorations added on top
using techniques such as embroidery. Striped embroidered
varieties were more expensive and mostly used in the early
Qajar era for women’s pants. Floral-patterned varieties
with often-thin stripes were popular for women’s shirts and
male servants’ qaba coats, as well as in the form of waist
sashes, linings, and hem decorations for upper - class men.
As suggested by the illustrations, the moharramat used
for peddlers” waist aprons was of a very cheap variety,
appropriate for peddlers’ occupations and economic class
and for an apron’s purpose, namely protecting the clothing
worn under it. This variety was made of cotton and probably
resembled the type of traditional handkerchief known today
as the dastmal- e Yazdi (Yazdi handkerchief).
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