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In the pre-Islamic era, the Arabian Peninsula was a highway
between Europe, Syria, Africa, Egypt, Asia, Mesopotamia
and India, and in this sense, it was able to create a significant
commercial position. This paper intends to examine the
social history of Saudi Arabia in three economic, political
and religious levels and explain the dominant discourses.
The main question is how the dominant discourses of that era
have influenced the formation of works of art? As a qualitive
research, with a descriptive-analytical approach and desk-
based data collection method, it has used the opinions of
Norman Fairclough as its theoretical framework. Fairclaugh
believes that in analyzing the discourse, one should analyze
the productive institutions of the discourse; Institutions that
shape power and ideology in the intertextual relationship.
Based on this, he explains three levels of discourse: discourse
as a text, discourse as an interaction between the process of
textual production and interpretation, and discourse as an
action space. In this approach, power relations are analyzed at
three social, institutional, and situational levels, and attempts
are made to analyze the social processes in the formation of
the artwork, thereby analyzing the ideological structures and
social system. The results of this research indicate that the
dominant discourses were formed in the context of religion,
that is Judaism and Christianity, which were strengthened
by the Sassanid and Byzantine empires with a political
approach. The Sasanians strengthened the Jewish religion
and tried to change the ruling political discourse in their favor
and use Arabia as a barrier against the Byzantine Empire.
The Byzantine Empire spread Christianity in the region, so
they built many churches in Arabia. Arab sheikhs were able
to take over the commercial power of the region to maintain
peace. Before the Jahili Arabs came to power, most of the
Arab sheikhs were with the Jews, so the Sassanids were
the dominant power in the eastern and ssouthern regions.
In northern Arabia, the influences of Byzantine architecture
and art are quite evident, and iconography can be seen in

works of art. At the same time, in the central plateau, Arab
sheikhs took power in Mecca and Yathrib (Medina) and
created a culture that flourished in the next era, with the
advent of the Holy Prophet Muhammad. Also, the city of
Mecca became a center for religious ceremonies and the
Arabs came there every year. If luxury grew in the south,
east and north of Arabia, instead, in Mecca and Medina, the
discourse of simplicity became the dominant culture. After
661, the first Umayyad caliph, Muawiya ibn Abi Sufyan,
chose Damascus as the capital. Therefore, although Islamic
thought is rooted in the Arabian Peninsula, the dominant
discourse in this era was simplicity and did not allow the
formation of magnificent and royal art; This caused Islamic
artto be influenced by non-native regions, namely Damascus
with Christian thought and the Mesopotamia region with
Iranian culture.
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4. Context.
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8. Aelius Gallus.
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