Journal of Iranian Architecture & Urbanism. 14(1): 327-340, Spring & Summer 2023

Journal of Iranian Architecture & Urbanism

(JIAU)
Homepage: https://www.isau.ir/

| ORIGINAL RESEARCH PAPER

Meta-study of pathology articles on urban development plans in Iran®

Hojjatollah Kolivand * *, Morteza Talachian >**-, Hamid Majedi *

1 Ph.D. Candidate in Urban Planning, Department of Urban Planning, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
2 Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Planning, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
3 Professor, Department of Urban Planning, Science and Research Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.

ARTICLE INFO Extended ABSTRACT
Article History: . ACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES: Urban development plans, the most important and
Received 2021/07/04 comprehensive document of the development of cities, have passed different periods
Revised 2021/10/06 {in terms of content, methodology and implementation. This is due to the importance of
Accepted 2022/01/06 iplans in urban development and to the failure to implement them. The experiences of
Available Online  2023/08/06 i preparing urban development plans show that these plans, despite their positive and
i constructive aspects, have not always solved urban problems, and may have been an
Keywords: §important factor in the formation of problems in some cases. This subject has been the
Urban Development Plan Articles i basis of many studies in the form of articles, books and reports by experts or consulting
Meta-Analysis i companies, Organization, the Ministry of Roads and Urban Development and the Ministry
Pathology iof Interior. Despite new theoretical concepts, including strategic-structural plans, the

Eineffectiveness of these plans is still evident. Therefore, any kind of research in order to
iidentify and diagnose urban development plans, considering the complexity of urban
iissues is necessary. The aim of the article is to analyze urban development plans through
gthe structure of studies and the methodology and content of these plans.

Use your device to scan ETHODS: The dominant methodological approach of articles related to the
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pathology of urban development plans has been the meta-analysis method. Meta-
analysis involves a systematic study of previous research findings pertaining to a particular
i subject, providing the opportunity to derive conclusions that may not be readily evident
i from the original data within those prior studies. First, related articles have been collected
{in the period from 1992 to 2020; then, by selecting the number of 85 articles related to the
Epathology of urban development plans, using the basics and extracting the investigated
{indicators in the form of a checklist of related data, including study trends, geographical
distribution, research approaches and types, research environment, strategies, the
i methods of data collection and the general approach of the content have been extracted
Eand analyzed quantitatively.

i [CINDINGS: The trend of studies in the investigated period of time shows the fluctuation
Number of References i@ of studies by researchers regarding the pathology of urban development plans did not

39 {increase in different periods. More than 50% of the studies were conducted without case
i samples. The geographical distribution of studies shows the lack of proper and uniform
i distribution in the country. In a large number of provinces, despite the increase in the
gnumber of cities, no study has been done. The most researchers are related to the field
iof urban planning with 41% and the second place is geographical sciences with 38%

7 i of all researchers. This shows the lack of attention of other sciences related to the city
T gand urban development plans. Based on the research findings, from a methodological
e i perspective, there is a relatively good balance in prescriptive research, with various
=1 i approaches (comparative and inductive) being utilized in the applied studies. The majority
Number of Tables i of studies have a qualitative nature and focus on macro-level urban development schemes.
7 {More than three-fourths of the research was conducted in bibliographic method and
gnearly 65% of the articles were descriptive and phenomenological in terms of research
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?methods. It is clear that pathology studies of urban development plans notably lack the
i incorporation of alternative research methods, such as parametric and non-parametric
i approaches. According to the results of this article, more than 75% of studies have been
based on documentary methods, which is on the one hand due to the documentation
i of comprehensive urban plans and the necessity of document review, and on the other
hand, it shows the weakness and lack of attention to other methods of data collection in
i case studies.

ONCLUSION: The findings indicate that the increase in the quantity of pathology
; studies does not correspond proportionally to the increase in the number of cities and
i graduates of this field in the country, and on the other hand, the geographical distribution
shows that more than two-thirds of the country’s provinces have no specific study or only
i they are satisfied with one research. In the specialized fields, 80% of studies are done by
i graduates of urban planning and geographical sciences, and researchers of economic and
i social sciences have paid the least attention to the field of urban planning. Therefore, it
i seems necessary that the authorities take measures for the purposeful collaboration of
otherresearchers related to the city. Also, the lack of appropriate and relevant methodology
i and high dependence on phenomenology and document study, despite the survey and
field nature of the research field and the lack of combined methods, can be seen in these
! articles. Therefore, it is necessary to consider the objective and operational aspects of
urban development plans; move more towards mixed (quantitative-qualitative) research.
i Overall, the findings indicate that studies related to urban development plans have a
i fundamental weakness in terms of methodology. The methodological content analysis
i of the studied articles indicates two distinct types of urban development plan pathology
studies. The first group, with 6% of the articles, has investigated the level of realization
i and the reasons for the non-realization of the goals in the samples, and nearly 94% based
i on the experiences of the authors have raised the causes of the inefficiency of urban
¢ development plans, which is due to the influence of studies on the phenomenological
method and the priority of knowing the cause is more than the knowing the effect, and it
i indicates the lack of investigations with an inductive approach in urban development plans.
i In conclusion, it is suggested that the Supreme Council of Urban Planning and Architecture
i of Iran, considering its mission in this regard using the capacity of numerous and related
! scientific centers throughout the provinces of the country, according to the periods of
monitoring and revision of plans, provide the field for targeted studies by researchers.
i This can balance between the time periods of studies, the optimal distribution of studies
faccording to issues and problems and the dispersion of cities and the use of different
researchers in this field.

{ HIGHLIGHTS:

i - Contrary to perceptions, studies related to the pathology of urban development projects
i in the country are few and have a heterogeneous geographical distribution.

i - Pathological studies of urban development plans are generally phenomenological and
based on the experiences of experts, and there are few survey studies in this regard.

i - The science of urban planning in terms of methodology, while using other sciences,
i requires the production of independent and unique content and methods.
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Employer Presenter Result
1 Management Engineers Failure to achieve any
and Planning  Consultant Zista of the goals of the
Organization (1993) comprehensive plans
2 Ministry of Engineers He has stated the
Interior Consultant problems of
Sharmand comprehensive plans
(2000) under two headings:

Implementation
failures of the plan and
failure caused by the
process of reviewing
and approving the plan

3 Ministry of Housing and He has divided the
Roads and Urban defects of the
City Planning Development comprehensive plans

Research Center
(2007)

into three theoretical,
methodological and
operational fields
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Table 2. Studies of specialists in urban development

plans
Researcher Result
1 Javad Mehdizadeh Defects Designs Comprehensive
(2003) particle for direct object At

Three arena theory,
Methodology And executive

The inflexibility of plans

2 Sohrab Mushhoudi

(2007)
3 Mohammad Rahim Weakness in local and
Rahnama (2008) executive management
4 Mostafa Behzadfar Failure to pay attention to the
(2009) implementation possibilities of

the project

5 Mohammad Mahdi
Azizi et al. (2012)

6 Ali Zangiabadi et al.
(2014)

Lack of integration of urban
management

emphasis more than On Method
Hi a little And static And
Absence Attention To
gatherings local

7 Bahram Farivar Sadri
(2014)

Inconsistency of effective
forces in urban planning and
development

~ 8 Hojat Kolivand et al.
(2020)

5 factors of contexts, planning
system, content, intellectual
foundations and complexity of
urban issues, the main factor of
plan inefficiency
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Table 3. The indicators examined in the published

articles
Index Type Indicators Criteria
General Processology Release Period
Geographical ~ All Cities and Provinces of
Distribution the Country
Researchers & Civil Engineering,
Experts Economy, Science
Geography, Science
Social, Urban Planning,
Management, Architecture
Scientific Approaches Inductive, Comparative,
Research Analogical, Analogical -
Process Induction
Type of Quantitative, Qualitative,
Research Combined
Environmental ~ Laboratory, Field, Library
Studies
Research Check Case Study,
Strategies Phenomenology, Survey,

Data Collection
Methods

Historical, Analysis
Content, Composition,
Description, Theory Data
Foundation, Comparative,
Correlation

Documents,
Questionnaires,
Combination, Observation,
Interview
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Others (reviews i i
and .. interview Conference journal
Attitudes and ideas - Meta-analysis evaluation of
‘ articles

Information and data studied

extension

Type of Research
approach

research

Iﬁ)ats esearch Research

collection 1

oo environ method
ment

General study procedures

Inference and conclusion

Fig. 2. Research methodology
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Fig. 4. Geographic distribution of studies by city and
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Table 4. The status of researchers and specialists in

different fields

Expertise Number of Researchers %
1 Construction 2 2.1
2 Economy 3 3.2
3 Geographical Sciences 36 37.9
4 Social Sciences 3 32
5 Urban Planning 39 41.1
6 Management 6 6.3
7 Architecture 6 6.3

Sum 95 100
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Fig. 3. Methodology of published articles
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Fig. 6. Research environment
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Table 6. Method of conducting research

Methodology Number %
Case Study 4 A 5F
Phenomenology 26 30.59
Survey 6 7.06
Historical 2 2.35
Content Analysis 1 1.18
Hybrid 3 3.53
Descriptive 30 35.29
Foundation Data Theory 1 1.18
Comparative 11 12.94
Correlation 1 1.18
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Table 5. Approaches to research

Number %
Induction 18 21.69
Comparative 19 22.89
Analogical 32 38.55
Deductive - Inductive 16 19.28

slolad a 09,9 S Blod ay i agh g9
ORI B NP - ] [SWPICORNON-N 1 IPRRY N
eg—az 5o Slallhe oby ) jl ]S adlie () o
bl )] Gise SO A el eogs (S Slalhe
s S, sl goie > ol ol ol )l i ws sa e
g sloag,b peax ool 8l ol ed ol
el 5 ot A 4 g L il e
sz Ol ST 4 g (s 4 g sl b
(0 JSs) aoles oS > (25— oS)

quantitative
0.60
0.50,
0.40,

0.30

quantitative-

Qualitative = qualitative

Fig. 5. Type of research
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comprehensive urban plans
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Table 7. Method of data collection

Number %
Documents 64 75.29
Questionnaire 4 4.71
Complex 8 9.41
Observation 3 3.53
Interview 6 7.06
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