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Iranian painting, like an illustrated dictionary, provides a wide range of research and
exploration in various fields for researchers. Horse paintings are among the most important
thematic contexts of Iranian painting, which are illustrated in common and various colors and
sometimes with specific mythological identities such as Shabdiz and Rakhsh in poetic versions
such as Shahnameh. After the body of the heroes, horses are perhaps the most prominent
element in painting; and one of the main characters in the stories. But, from about the middle
of the ninth century AH/ fifteenth century AD, blue horses entered the field of painting and
in the period between the tenth and twelfth centuries AH / sixteenth to the eighteenth century
AD, they found a more prominent role in painting. Since historically this period coincides
with the growth and promotion of mystical ideas in Persian literature, it seems that mysticism
has been effective on the attitude of artists, especially painters. The important thing is that
in none of the poems and legends there is any reference to the legendary blue horses, so the
mentality arises that perhaps the special formation of historical, cultural and artistic history of
pre-Islamic Iran and the Islamic era presents several important components. First, the position
of the horse in the beliefs of the Iranian people in terms of cultural and mythological identity,
then the interpretations of the concepts of color, especially blue in its general and doctrinal-
mystical sense, and finally the current of thought that could affect the view of painting in this
regard. The aim of this study was to identify the links between blue-colored horses in Iranian -
Islamic painting and mysticism, as well as to study and to analyze the concepts of blue in blue-
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colored horses based on myth and allegory, in response to the questions that 1- what is
the connection between blue-colored horses in Iranian-Islamic painting and mysticism?
And 2- what is the message of the allegorical language hidden in the blue-painted horses
in Iranian painting? It has been done in a descriptive-analytical way and in library way,
citing the opinions of Islamic mystics. To conduct this research, 16 Iranian paintings
were purposefully selected with special attention to the content of the story and with the
assumption that there is a close relationship between Iranian mystical literature, myths and
Iranian blue-horse paintings, and according to the story and literary and mystical features
which were subsequently analyzed based on objectives and to answer to the questions.
In the analysis, after examining the allegorical, mystical and mythical role of the horse in
Iranian paintings, other items such as the verses in the paintings that are part of the story
and the emphasis or reference to blue, to the horse and blue horses, and to concepts such
as vigilance, loyalty, courage, etc. are considered from the point of view of mysticism.
The emphasis of the color blue in riding is on innocence, purity, immortality, and sorrow,
emphasis or reference to the position of Sufism on horses, and emphasis on the status of
horsemen and princes. The discussion of mysticism, especially from the fifth century AH/
the eleventh century AD onwards with the presence of Nezami, lbn Arabi, Suhrawardi,
etc. in the literature of mystical poetry reached its peak and in the tenth-twelfth centuries
AH/ sixteenth-eighteenth centuries AD, clearly shows in the fields of poetry and literature,
especially Iranian painting. In promoting and spreading the culture of mysticism among
the community of artists of the Timurid era, Abdul Rahman Jami, poet and mentor of
Nagshbandiyya, Mir Ali Shirnavai and Sultan Hossein Baygara, played a major role and
influenced artists such as Behzad and his followers. Based on the results, the expansion
and promotion of mystical ideas and their impact on literary and artistic fields, especially
painting, show the mythical horse as a model of heroism, courage, and loyalty, and the
use of blue tones as a model. The allegory of the concepts of purity, faith and innocence
is a reflection of expressing a worthy and pure path towards the purpose and immortality.
The horse seems to have been the strongest animal in terms of identity that the painter
could have resorted to, and blue was the most appropriate color that could represent
the common quality of the spirit of honesty and faith between man and animal as well
as the dignity and decency of the horse. In addition to the items mentioned in many
drawings, the use of blue color for horses is out of spirituality and is only to complete
the color composition and rotate the eyes of the audience and create a visual balance in
the drawing. The concepts are allegorical, mystical and spiritual and have been rendered
only in order to complete the color composition and rotate the audience’s eyes and create
visual balance in the image, which requires another detailed discussion

Keywords: Blue-painted Horses, Persian Painting, Mysticism, Allegory, Myth, Poetry

Refrences: Afshari, Hassan, (2011), The Art of Iranan Painting from the Beginning to
Islam, Tehran, Pazineh Publishing

Amini Lari, Leila, Khair Andish, Seyed Mehdi, (2014), Symbolic Effects of Color in
Mystical Literature, Al-Zahra University Journal of Mystical Literature, Volume 5,
Number 9, Fall and Winter 2014, pp. 42-7.

Azhand, Yaghoub, (2016), Iranian Painting, Volumes I and I, Tehran, Samat.

Campbell, Joseph (2019),You are it,Metamorphosis in religious metaphors ,translated by



Scientific Quarterly Journal

Mina Gheravian,third edition, Tehran: Doustan Publishing.

Campbell,Joseph(2019),Life in the shadow if Mythology,translated by Hady Shahi,third
editio, Tehran: Doustan Publishing.

Corbin,Henry (2011a),Realism of colors and Science of scale translated by Enshallah
Rahmati.second edition ,Tehran: Publishing Sophia.

Corbin, Henry (2008), Enlightened Man in Iranian Sufism, translated by Faramarz Javaheri
Nia, Tehran: Amouzgar Kherad.

Diakonov, M., (1966), History of Media, translation, Karim Keshavarz, Tehran, book
publishing translation company

Emami, Saber, (2001), Myths in Persian interpretive texts, Tehran, Ganjineh Farhang.
Bolkhari GHahi,Hasan,(2015),GHadr ,the theory of art and beauty in Islamic civilization,first
edition, Tehran: Sooreh Mehr.

Fotouhi, Mahmoud, (1383), Allegory, Nature, Types, Function, Journal of the Faculty of
Literature and Humanities, Volume 12-13, No. 47-49, pp. 141-178.

Ghaemi, Farzad, Yahaghi, Mohammad Jafar, (2009), Horse, the most frequent symbol of the
animal in the Shahnameh and its role in the evolution of the archetype of the hero, Fasinameh
of Persian Language and Literature, No. 42, Winter 2009, pp.9- 26

Gharib, Mehdi (1990).Reading Shahname,Reflection on Ferdowsi’s time and thought, Tehran,
Toos Publications

Hoseini e Rad,Abdolkarim(2011),Masterpieces of the Persian Painting,translated by Cloud
Karbasi,Mari Parhizgari,Payam Parinshanzadeh,Parinaz Shahvand,second edition, Tehran :
Museum of Contemporary Art.

Jung, Carl Gustav (2021), The Collective Unconscious and the Archetype, Translated by:
Mohammad Bager Ismail Abpour,, Farnaz Ganji, Third Edition, Tehran: Jami

Kafshchian Moghaddam ,Maryam,Yahaghi(2019),Symbolic Elements in Persian Painting
,Bagh e Nazar,No 19, winter,pp.65-76

Kevorkian, AM, Seeker, JP, (1998), Imaginary Gardens of Seven Centuries of Iranian
Miniature, translated by Parviz Marzban, Tehran, Farzan Rooz Research.

Mahozi, Mehdi, (1998), Horses in Persian Literature and Iranian Culture, Journal of
Humanities Literature, University of Tehran, Summer and Autumn, pp. 235-2009.

Moradi Nasab, Hossein /Bemanian,Mohammad Reza/Etesam,Iraj, (2017), Recognizing the
effect of mystical thought on the phenomenon of blue color in the tiling of Iranian mosques,
Quarterly Journal of Islamic Architecture Research, Fourteenth, Spring 2017, Fifth Year, pp.
50-36.

Movahedi, Mohammad Reza, (2001), Series of Speakers, Tehran, Open Publications
(Recognition of Islam and Iran).

Namvar Motlagh, Bahman (2019), An Introduction to Mythology, Second Edition, Tehran:
Sokhan Publications.

Nouri, Mohammad, (2006), Ethics and allegorical mysticism, The study of the horse as a
spiritual symbol, Ethics magazine, Summer No. 4, 57-87.

Pakbaz, Rouin, (2001), Iranian painting from long ago to today, Tehran, Zarrin and Simin.
Pakbaz, Rouin, (2012), Encyclopedia of Art, Twelfth Edition, Tehran, Contemporary Culture.
Pope,Artur  Upham(1999),The course of Iranian painting,translated by Yaghoub
Azhand, Tehran : Mola.

Pournamdarian, Taghi(2017),Symbolism and Symbolic Stories in Persian Literature.

Rajabi, Mohammad Ali, (2003), Behzad in Golestan, Tehran, farhangestan e honar.

Faculty of Art Shahed University

Abstract 14/272

Autumn 2023 - NO67



Abstract15/271

Autumn 2023 - NO67

Scientific Quarterly Journal Faculty of Art Shahed University

sadati zarini, Sepideh, Marathi, Mohsen, (2008). A study of how Islamic mysticism
influences the formation of painting art in Herat Teymouri and Tabriz Safavid schools, Art
and Architecture, Nagareh, Summer, No. 7, pp. 106-9

Schimmel, Anne-Marie, Sasek Persila, (2003), The Values of Color in Iranian Art and
Literature, translated by Maryam Mirahmadi, Letter of the Association, Winter-No. 12.
Shamisa, Sirous (2018),Literary Criticism, fourth edition, Tehran: Mitra.

Soodavar, Abol Ala, (2001), Art about Iran, translation, Nahid Mohammad Shemirani, Tehran,
Karang.

Sultan Kashefi, Jalaluddin /Saffari Ahmadabad,Somayeh/Sharif Zadeh,Mohammad Reza,
(2014), Decoding the mystical meanings of color in paintings of seven domes (based on the
views of Islamic sages), Quarterly Journal of Islamic Art, No. 4, Winter, pp. 54-42.



