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Abstract

Background and purpose: The job of law enforcers has undergone significant
changes in the last few decades. Many argue that the most important reason for these
changes is the professionalization of the police. Therefore, the purpose of this article
is to measure the attitude of educated police officers towards professionalization.
Method: This is a descriptive survey type study that was conducted in order to
measure the professionalism of the police with Richard Hall's attitudinal scale at two
levels of executive mission ranks and support headquarters ranks. Considering the
unknown number of the target population in this research, based on Cochran's
formula for indeterminate populations with a standard deviation of 0.39 and an error
rate of 0.5 to determine the sample size, for the community of police officers in
Tehran, the sample size was estimated to be at least 233 people. This number of
those interested and qualified to participate in the research, i.e. officers who had
completed at least one university education, were selected by cluster sampling. The
analysis of this research was done using SPS version 18 statistical software and at
two levels of descriptive and inferential statistics.

Findings: The analysis showed that there was no significant difference in the
professional attitude between the two groups, and the professional attitude was
higher than the average in all dimensions, respectively, the rank of the professional
organization (3.41), self-regulation (3.18), sense of commitment (07.00). 3),
independence (2/72) and serving the people (2/62) were achieved. Also, in the
executive mission units, the attitudinal components of serving the people, sense of
commitment, self-regulation, and in the headquarters units, the existence of a
professional organization and independence in work were considered more
important and necessary for professionalization.

Conclusion: Considering that the attitude of educated police employees is aligned
with the primary components of professionalism, it was concluded that a positive
management attitude towards professionalism can strengthen professional skills,
train specialists and improve the overall performance of the police. Also, higher
education as a focal point in the process of professionalization of the organization
and of course the police staff should be considered by managers and commanders.
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