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Abstract

Purpose: Medicine can be considered as one of the most important sciences
in the history of mankind and its progress is considered as one of the basic
components for the formation of civilizations. In Iran, like other societies,
this science is of special importance, and in different historical periods, many
manuscripts have been written in the field of medicine. Since the Qajar
period is one of the most important historical periods in the history of
medicine and medicine in Iran, the purpose of this research was to identify
and examine the medical manuscripts era in terms of their structure and
subject.

Methods: This research was done in a library manner and with a descriptive-
analytical research method. The statistical population of this research is the
medical manuscripts of the Qajar era available in the list of manuscripts of
Iranian libraries (Fankha) with a frequency of 3136 manuscripts.

The data collection tool was a checklist, and data analysis was done with the
help of statistical tables and graphs.

Findings: Among the researched manuscripts, 1135 manuscripts with non-
repetitive titles were found, 265 of these manuscripts were written by the
Qajar era, and the rest are numerous copies of these manuscripts. In terms
of content, Pharmacy, and Pharmacology (21.1%), disease recognition
(21.1%), and disease treatment (19.3%) are among the most frequently used
topics in these manuscripts. The topics of medicinal plants, midwifery,
chemical medicine, and travel medicine (each less than 2%) of the
prescriptions have been allocated to themselves. In terms of structure,
among the 1,135 non-repeated medical manuscript titles in the Qajar era,
49.9 percent of all these manuscripts were in the form of treatises and 41.7
percent of them were with the structure of a book. Also, 2.8 was without
determining the structure or without information.

Conclusion: Due to the diseases that existed in the Qajar era, such as plague,
cholera, typhoid, and smallpox, the prevention and treatment of these
diseases have been given much attention by doctors and various treatises and
books have been written on this topic. The reason for the arrival of modern
pharmaceuticals in Iran and the emergence and spread of non-herbal
(chemical) drugs, pharmacy, and pharmacology are widely used topics in this
period. The majority of the treatise structure of the medical manuscripts of
this course is due to the conciseness and specialization of the treatises, as
well as the speed in writing and writing a subject in the form of a treatise. In
addition, with the spread of the educational system in this period, the
structure of the treatise is more and more interesting due to its suitability for
textbooks.The doctors and physicians of this course tried to write
manuscripts with the structure of the book in detail and on a general subject
with several chapters and as reference books.
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