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Extended Abstract
Introduction

Trade liberalization, which is defined as
the movement towards free trade through
the reduction of tariffs and other trade
barriers, increases the cross-border
exchange of goods and services, increases
the direct flow of foreign investment, and
accelerates the transfer of technology. With
trade liberalization, the allocation of
resources is mainly based on relative
advantages, which leads to the optimal use of
production resource (1). On the other hand,
trade policy is an economic policy and due to
the access and control of resources by
women and men and their different roles in
the open economy and family, it has different
gender effects. Wamboi and Seguino (2012)
show that trade liberalization has gender
employment effects and its direction
depends on the structure of each country's
economy (3).

In this regard, there is an important and
fundamental question regarding increasing
the share of developing countries in world
trade; Can trade liberalization be used as a
tool to stimulate greater participation of
women in the labor market? Can business be
used as a tool to create more job
opportunities for women? In this regard,
considering these issues and the fact that the
issue of women's employment is one of the
most important economic and social issues
of the society, in this research, the effect of
trade liberalization (with an emphasis on
reducing tariff barriers) on employment is
investigated. Women in selected Islamic
countries will be discussed. In this article, to
investigate the effect of trade liberalization
(with emphasis on the reduction of tariff
barriers) on the employment rate of women
in selected Islamic countries, the spatial
econometric approach will be used in
selected Islamic countries in the period of
1999-2021.

Methods

The purpose of this research is to
investigate the effect of trade liberalization
on the employment rate of women in
selected Islamic countries, which the current
research model is for 18 Islamic countries
(Iran, Kuwait, Malaysia, Qatar, Oman,

Bahrain, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Saudi Arabia,
UAE, Lebanon, Jordan, Algeria, Tunisia,
Kazakhstan, Cyprus, Turkmenistan and
Uzbekistan), based on their membership in
the Organization of the Islamic Conference,
the similarity of the Human Development
Index (HDI) and the availability of the
required data during the period from 1999
to 2021 has been estimated using the spatial
econometric approach. The relevant data
have been collected from the World Bank
website. It should be mentioned that all the
diagnostic tests and the estimation of the
research model were done using the
available packages in the form of STATA 14
software. The model considered for this
research is as follows:
Ln (Em)=Bo + B1 LnGDP;; + B2 Ln Tai: + B3

Ln TIit + Uit

EM: It shows the employment rate of
women in the i-th country in terms of the
ratio of the population of active women over
15 years old to the total population.

GDP: represents the logarithm of the
gross domestic product

Ta: Tariff barriers

TI: total export and import divided by
GDP

Findings

The results of the present analysis
using the spatial econometric approach
showed that trade liberalization has a
positive and significant effect on the
employment of women in selected Islamic
countries. On the other hand, customs tariffs
had a negative and significant effect on the
employment of women in selected Islamic
countries. The variable of the logarithm of
GDP had a positive and significant effect on
the employment of women in selected
Islamic countries. Obviously, the higher the
production rate of a country, the greater the
need to hire labor and the level of
employment in that country will be closer to
full employment and the unemployment rate
will decrease. The logarithm of trade
liberalization also had a positive and
significant effect, which shows; Countries
with a high ratio of trade liberalization have
a higher efficiency in the employment of
women.

Based on the results of the Lagrange
test, the spatial dependence between the
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variables was confirmed. The coefficient of
determination of the space camera model
was equal to 0.54, which can be said that
54% of the changes in the dependent
variable (the level of employment of women
in selected Islamic countries) are explained
by the independent variables (trade
liberalization, customs tariffs and gross
domestic product). The effect of the
logarithm of customs tariffs on the
employment rate of women in selected
Islamic countries was negative and
significant.

Discussion

It is obvious that the higher the
production of a country, the greater the need
to hire labor and the level of employment in
that country approaches full employment
and the unemployment rate decreases. Also,
countries with a high trade liberalization
ratio have a higher efficiency in women's
employment. Al-Wadi (9) states that the
progress of countries towards trade
liberalization has a positive effect on
women's employment in Middle Eastern
countries. Mashaikh Salehani and colleagues.
(18) considers the growing trend of
countries towards globalization as the cause
of women's progress, which has caused
women to be drawn to the labor market by
acquiring skills in the field of new
technologies. In their study, Malindini et al.
(12) State the entry of women into the labor
market scene in the conditions of economic
prosperity and commercial freedom.
Banerjeh and Nika (23) mention the
reduction of customs tariffs and, as a result,
the increase of trade liberalization as a
positive factor in improving the level of
women's employment. Amini (5) called the
liberalization of trade an opportunity to
improve the employment status of women.
Mohammad Asghar et al. (26) have stated
that trade liberalization along with the
reduction of customs tariffs is an effective
factor for increasing women's participation
in the labor market in developed countries.

Conclusion
It can be said that by using the spatial
econometric approach, commercial

liberalization has a positive and significant

effect on the employment of women in
selected Islamic countries.
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