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Analysis of Tehran’s Urban Facades Identity
Case study: Shariati street

Abstract

Fading cities native identity and cities becoming similar to each
other, is one of the most important challenge of Iranian modern
cities. The researches done in this area, have not paid attention to
citizens needs and their perception of identity and mostly have
focused on theoretical definition. Therefore, this research in ad-
dition to cognition of facades identity’s degree in Shariati street
which is one of the oldest street in Tehran, will analyse the fa-
cades identity factors in citizen’s viewpoint.

By collecting questionnaire from 39 selected Shariati street fa-
cades based on Five Likert Spectrum, the opinions from more
than 300 citizens were questioned and evaluated in this issue.
Then by analysis of descriptive citizens answers by Categoriza-
tion method, factors of high and low identity in point of contrib-
uters were stated in thematics of physical-aesthetics, perceptu-
al-semantic, functional, social and time.

In finding, by scoring effective facades factors it have been found
between elements of urban facades identity, physical-aesthetics
elements were at the highest attention of people; In the mean,
time factors, that rooted in history and culture of the city, were
at the secondary rank of importance; and people were referred
perceptual-semantic factor, functional factor and social dimen-
tions in subsequent degrees. However, the facades identity can be
guaranteed if all these factors collected together and be consid-
ered comprehensibly.

Keywords: Identity, Facade, Urban facades, Facade iden-
tity, Shariati street
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the urban image on a large scale on the human spirit, an
image that is always inevitably associated with and influ-
enced by it (Yaran & Behro, 2017, p.210).

Perceptual-semantic identity: This factor refers to identi-

cal concepts to urban facade; And refers to the non-physi-
cal features of facade as well as the values and concepts of
Iranian-Islamic identity, which leads to the memorable of
facades in the minds of citizens and, by its nature, creates
a sense of belonging of citizens from urban facades.
Functional identity: In addition to the function on the
beauty of the cityscape, facade can also play a social role;
So that the type of operation affects the behavior of citi-
zens. This is why fagade must reflect the facade building
(Mohammadi, 2019, p.45); In fact, human presence caus-
es events to occur in the environment that residents un-
derstand other factors besides the body; A phenomenon in
the city that has been produced following the connection
between human experience and perception (Negarestan et
al, 2010, p.62).

Social requirements: Social relationship shaped the im-

portant part of identity; because by ignoring it even if the
identity in the body can be achieved, it is not perfect and
the body becomes only a sign of remembrance. Therefore,
urban facades, according to the type of activities done in
them, can express a variety of social relationships. The fa-
cade that is the place of social and memorable events and
provides a platform for the presence of people, is a sign
of its identity that has been able to bring life and spirit of
life to the city.

Temporal relations: In urban facades, the existence of
traditional, historical features, and architectural patterns
left in the past, that show the life of the city, is one of
the causes of identity. On the other hand, the durability
of a building is not only about physical form and function
inside it; because it is within the form often, latent quali-
ties such as meaning, cultural values, signs and symbols
(Carmona et al, 2015, p.407). Cultural values in building
are important in its sustainability; Although, economic is-
sues may also be effective; Maintaining and preservation
of urban landscapes due to cultural or economic reasons
or both, is usually considered (Cremona et al., 2015, 406).
Therefore, factors such as, education and culture, socio -
political and historical conditions, technical and technolo-
gy conditions and economic conditions, are considered as
the contextual components of facades that result of time.

In order to identify and analyze the degree of urban
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Summary

In the last few decades, the irregular development of Teh-
ran, as well as the lake of a powerful mechanism to pro-
tect the city ‘s character has led to be neglected identity
in urban facades; because identity is a concept that links
the past and the future as the chain and paying little at-
tention to this issue, have nothing other than confusion in
urban facades and the interruption of relation (apparent or
meaning) people with their city. Therefore, this research
in addition to cognition of facades identity’s degree in
Shariati street which is one of the oldest street in Teh-
ran, will analyzes the facades identity factors in citizen’s
viewpoint.

Therefore, by studying the concept of identity and identi-
fication of its components and as well as factors affecting
the outcome of the previous researches, fagade identity
elements are divided into three components: physical and
aesthetic, mental and functional components which social
requirements and temporal relations, in which the facade
is formed, are as sub-components affecting the identity of
urban facades. Architects, investors, rulers and managers,
as well as citizens, through their demands and participa-
tion in the city, are the effective forces on the urban fa-
cades, which in turn will be effective in shaping the iden-
tity of the facades:

Physical identity: This factor is formed from the first lay-
ers of people’s encounter with the city by facades. There-
fore, appearance and physic of fagade is important not
only in aesthetics aspect, but also as the most important
manifestation of the physical identity of cities, it should
bring a sense of identity to citizens; when a word comes
from a building its exterior shape and facade are subcon-
sciously associated in mind; This indicates the effect of
the external body of the building on a minor scale and
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framing of openings, the application of wood materials
for building entrance, use of brick with appropriate de-
sign and color and also the use of traditional and Iranian
schemes in rendering, were among the items in the fa-
cades with-identity were very important.

For this reason, the facades that were able to preserve
their union with the past well while being new, and by
using the elements of the past architecture such as brick
and blue tiles in combination with new and modern forms,
and in other words were created in accordance with the
needs and tastes of the citizens, and also by modernizing
genuine concepts, they had formed a whole identity, and
attracted audience opinion from the identity aspect.On the
other hand, least identifiable facades by the people were
the ones that added confusion and clutter to the street due
to improper placement and many additions to the facade.
Also, due to the application of materials such as glass,
stone and simple concrete, and colors like gray which pro-
motes the monotony of the facade and street landscape,
it eventually resulted in the negative perception of these
facades and consequently they were less identified.

the results of this study showed that the attention of the
past, or vice versa, a complete orbital future cannot guar-
antee the facades identity; As the old identity of Shariati
street, garden sycamore trees, gabled houses and gardens
entrances have remained in people’s minds, while accord-
ing to new identity of this street, commercial - adminis-
trative units on a large scale or is seen on the first floor
of building. Therefore, balancing with the past and desire
and needs of people can guarantee the identity of urban
facades. This will be achieved when preservation and de-
sign patterns are presented appropriate to urban identity
and citizens ‘ needs for different types of urban facades
including large-grain (large-scale performance), commer-
cial, residential, administrative building, and as well as

buildings of historical and heritage value.
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