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Abstract

At first glance, the theories of Rumi and Khawaja Nasir Tusi in
ethics appear to align with virtue theories. Rumi sometimes
perceives the aim of moral actions as attaining happiness in the
afterlife, and at other times, in the context of virtues like honesty
and self-sacrifice, positioning him as a virtue ethicist. Likewise,
Khwaja Nasir associates virtue with the felicity derived from the
soul’s faculties and views the perfection of these faculties as
achieving moderation. He asserts virtue as nothing but moderation,
a source of happiness. In this article, we explore the exact meaning
of moral virtue within Khwaja Nasir Tousi’s mystical works and
Rumi’s Masnavi Mawani. This research, conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method based on library data, demonstrates
that the final view of these two ethical scholars is something other
than virtue ethics. According to Khwaja, human perfection isn’t
confined to moderation but is a journey through longitudinal
degrees towards supreme perfection. This inward journey aims for
the ultimate level of happiness, termed “true happiness” or
“effacement.” He transcends the Aristotelian mean, proposing
longitudinal happiness aligned with individuals’ spiritual stages.
Rumi, although emphasizing the pursuit of perfection and virtue as
the yardstick for moral actions, ultimately depicts the Perfect Man
as one performing moral deeds like sacrifice and selflessness,
indifferent to perfection and virtue. Hence, instances of virtue ethics
and finalism are evident in both Rumi’s Masnavi and Khwaja
Nasir's works; however, they concord in valuing the stage of
effacement as the pinnacle of moral attainment.
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1. Virtue-based ethics.
2. Teleological theories.
3. Deontological theories.
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