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Abstract

Today, the phenomenon of democracy has become a global and widespread
phenomenon, but despite this, a number of countries have not yet entered this Jirga,
and some that have joined this phenomenon, do not have the same level of growth
and prosperity of democracy. . Several factors are effective in the emergence, growth
and prosperity of democracy and the attitude towards it. One of these influential
factors is “collective identity”. The purpose of this research is to investigate the
relationship between collective identity and attitude towards democracy. In order
to achieve this goal, Inglehart’s global survey data set was used during the years
2017-2020. The statistical population of this research is Western European countries
(Germany, Sweden and Spain), Middle Eastern countries (Iran, Iraq and Egypt) and
emerging Asian countries (Turkey, South Korea and Malaysia). The results of the
research showed that the dominant type of collective identity affects the attitude and
recognition of democracy. Also, the results of the research show a different attitude
towards democracy among the three groups of the mentioned countries. According to
these results, Western European countries have a higher score, followed by Middle
Eastern countries and then emerging Asian countries. Also, the results of the research
show that some of the index variables of democracy are in contradiction with the
cultural and value structure of societies.
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1. Introduction

In the attitude towards democracy, the formation of a universalist collective
identity or the formation of a dominant collective identity for the majority
plays an important role, because the process of democratization depends
on a commonality and the formation of a collective identity. Common is
possible so that people can follow this idea of common benefit and feeling of
common belonging. According to these topics, the question is, does the type
of collective identity have an effect on the return to democracy? According
to this question, we decided to measure and process democracy and types of
collective identities (national, regional and global) as well as the relationship
between these two variables, so countries that in terms of development level,
geographical location, identity They differed collectively and to some extent
in terms of cultural status, they were classified into three groups of Western
European countries, Middle Eastern countries, and emerging Asian countries,
and the basis of sociological processing. In fact, this research seeks to answer
the basic question of what is the relationship between collective identity and
attitude towards democracy and whether there is a difference between the type
of collective identity and attitude towards democracy among Western European
countries, the Middle East and emerging countries. Are there Asians?

2. Theoretical Framework

In the discussion of the public sphere, Haber Maas refers to the universalist
collective identity and believes that the formation of the public sphere
strengthens more universalist collective identities and these types of identities
create and strengthen civil institutions that expand this Institutions will be
effective on the process of democratization of societies. Like Habermas,
Alexander believes that civil society causes the formation of a universalist
collective identity and this causes the creation of a democratic social order.
Socialists emphasize social capital, voluntary activities, and interpersonal
trust, and emphasize the sense of voluntary obedience of citizens, which makes
democracy flourish. Inglehart and Welzel emphasize human development in
their approach to democracy. In this regard, their emphasis on liberating values
and self-expression can be found in a society with universalist collective
identities, in other words, universalist collective identity strengthens civil
culture, which This factor can affect democracy and its prosperity. According
to the presented theories, it can be acknowledged that one of the influencing
factors on the attitude towards democracy is the emergence of a generalist
collective identity (or a dominant collective identity). Based on these theories,
the following assumptions can be made:
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1. The type of collective identity affects the attitude towards democracy.

2. There is a difference between Western European countries, Middle East
and emerging Asian countries in terms of attitude towards democracy.

3. There is a difference between agreeing with the democratic political
system in Western Europe, Middle East and emerging Asian countries.

4. The type of collective identity affects the acceptance of the democratic
political system.

3. Findings

By performing the Kruskal-Wallis test to compare collective identity variables
(nationalism, continental, global, local, regional and national), significant
differences between the average ranks of three groups from Western countries,
the Middle East and Asian emerging observed. In the case of the “continental
affiliation” variable, European, Middle Eastern and emerging Asian countries
are in the order of high to low. In the case of “global belonging”, the Middle
East, European and emerging Asian countries are respectively. Also, in the case
of “local identity”, the Middle East, emerging Asian and European countries
are placed in order of magnitude. As for the “sense of regional belonging”,
the countries of the Middle East, emerging Asian and European countries are
also present.

To examine the relationship between the dimensions of “collective identity”,
“attitude towards democracy” and “agreement with the democratic political
system”, Kendall’s tie-bay test was used. The results of the research show that
the variable “continental sense of belonging” had a significant relationship
with the attitude towards democracy. The amount of this relationship is
0.13 and its direction is positive, which means that the higher the feeling
of belonging to the continent, the higher the attitude towards democracy
will increase with the intensity of 0.13. In the mode of the variable “global
identity or sense of patriotism”, as this variable increases, the attitude towards
democracy increases by 0.057. In the case of the “feeling of belonging to
the country” variable, there was a significant relationship with the attitude
towards democracy, and the amount of this relationship was 0.037 and its
direction was positive. That is, as the feeling of belonging to the country
increases, the attitude towards democracy increases with intensity of 0.037.
According to the results of the research, no significant relationship was found
between the variables of local identity and regional identity. In relation to
the variables of “collective identity” and “agreement with the democratic
system”, the variable of nationalism was significant with a relation of -0.071.
In other words, as the level of nationalism increases, the level of agreement
with the democratic political system decreases with the intensity of -0.026.
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The continental sense of belonging variable with a rate of +0.10 increases the
agreement with the democratic political system. Global identity variable with
an intensity of +0.024 increases the agreement with the democratic political
system. The variable of local identity with the amount of -056 decreases the
acceptance of the democratic system and national identity with the amount
of -013 causes the decrease of the agreement with the democratic political
system.

4. Conclusion

Western European countries (Germany, Sweden and Spain), Middle East
(Iran, Egypt, Iraq) and emerging Asian countries (Turkey, South Korea,
Malaysia) have a positive attitude towards democracy. Another debatable
point is the attitude towards democracy in the countries of South Korea and
Malaysia, which obtained the lowest score among the 9 countries surveyed.
What is generally considered as an index of democracy and is one of the
basic principles of democracy, in all the countries under review, scores are
close to each other. This is actually the globalization of the phenomenon of
democratization, but the other dimensions of democracy that require more
awareness or are related to the cultural structure of that society, have a lower
score among Middle Eastern countries and emerging countries. Asia has,
that these dimensions will expand with the rise of social awareness, but the
cultural dimension of society, which is in contradiction with some variables of
democracy, will be more stable and less changeable. Another important point
that was obtained from this research is related to the variable of implementing
democracy and running the government in a democratic manner, which has
the highest rank for European countries, followed by newly emerging Asian
countries, and the last rank for Middle Eastern countries. This point shows that
although regarding the variable of agreement with the democracy system, the
ranking of the Middle East countries is higher than the newly emerging Asian
countries, but regarding the variable “to what extent is your country governed
in a democratic way?” The countries of the Middle East have obtained the
lowest score. Therefore, a difference should be made between agreeing with
the democratic political system and implementing democracy, as it was said
before, according to what Huntington refers to as the “democratic third wave”,
which is the process of expanding democracy as the dominant political system
in the world, and if The countries of the Middle East have a more positive
attitude towards democracy than the emerging Asian countries. There is no
room for improvement, and this issue of maximum democracy, which is
related to the social and cultural way of life, is different.
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Tab. 1: Indicators of attitude to democracy, cognition to democracy, and collective identity.
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Tab. 2: Mean variables of attitude towards democracy, agreement with democratic
political system and collective identity among three groups of countries

bl j5pbyi alw,gs <5 sy ;i 3
S RN ;
S - 2 3

NI SN N sl 32 43 3
Y
Ll o2l cslos co
ww | oya vy vy [y | vy YA vis | YR v vl oy | retliel ol ':m
vl [ yn [y [ yR | via YIA v| vis| vial| vs| v e %\
v loyn e [ e [ e | A v |ovs | v | ey | vy | v s aj
¥l |y ey v | viA vis | v | yn | v v | v b b cladbaio cypn
ol own|y o[ ¥ | viA vio | yw | ovw | ovw | v | v Slecusn
Wl | v v/ v| v AR e
a
ww | Y| R v |y v | Y| A ey | YR v | v o o oo b el | 4
YIA| v | vy vio | v | vis YA v | v SlSges caga | B
. I ,‘... 0 .‘QUL,AN‘
SIN| ol | oA YA | VY| VA v] v | s | oPadleessietlons
18 & &)y
/A s owr old | ol | o Vo | VR | Y| s s by lgd peuds
Sl 3 b 5] ol pem, sl
viv| fi5 | via AY A A Ay | oA | AE 8 ol ol p
33
sy | ey | vy s|oww | wy Vi | AN A oS s 4 clgs SoS
g plls 511 PRI i
vy | fIA | vy YA | v | A M| ws | v | e dbese e w&
S clibe | D
st | E < 5 A-IA b o e e 5 | 2
. ; ; a
i vy YA | v | iy A | b | A el B S
sl |
s| oo | sia v v | an vy | ooy | sh S s, paye sy g b
| o s s | s | v o | Y| s | S cell g oSl pye
S g 55 Conl
VA | AN | VA AN || A wr | oag| am | 4FerEr S
29 0 0,03 Sl o3 B
I b b,
FIA sl sy | ows | v VA | wr | s | e g ’l"‘“{ »
el Hly8




Lno wlisdidnsla (slo iubgss doliliadgs /&A‘M%&}{

LT IR 2 T WO M o cporary Socilogical Rescarch

P Cugd )-F
4 S Sy $loyl8 3 ()2 byl sl iS i sloplB (31 puiie )59
(2] y5alog s 5 liaygls (lnygnS 5t ol 5l ans 5yl 5 S ol
3Blre oS olall ume (sl cogian 55 a5t LS a0l yly 8
Cgpr yiie Sl 4510518 4859 (Gl el g s e 2l Lol g
S5 450500 )18 ol 5055 5 (bl cailooygls slaygtS cospas Sl
e S a0 Blhe 5 pae ol slypaS e S 4 Wisas s olall o laysnS
9 Lilwl (sl iS e plhe S 40 o (3llo g (2532 0)S (4SS g Ll il
9975052 8 3o )9S s 9 00 3ol (2952035 9 4SS o ol Bl g e
S23p 3ot plusly (Sl Wi ]y 995 a5 wlos,S plsie Wb 1S3 48’ e
A o (Hlasdmels dn ol

Wloyod slayeisS sy (slanlb b sladhie cosry pusio 3)50y0
ladaie coga linly 48 olyedS cospas 4510 )h5 olowl jogbogs 5 (bl
S obally mprzo S dolwl ol cBls an js ol y e sl b L
Wlooygls (sbydS ol dome cgnn 3)50)0 45510 )18 Wgas 5 4S5 L < liwe
(§m dipe 53 e SO (olwsl y5ab g g (bgyl (sloygtS s Ayl 1,8
ely5 S 5151 S s Lolasl ey lyal cGBlye eymo 35 Liyg S (S Ay - Aiiad
39233 Ol S do B 5 Glall s il S0 4o (3 le 5 (g8 Sy
SLoygisS i (o b (6588 Cagr 3y90)0 aslanials Hlas Jlesl (oo copgn
S5 a0 )38 315 ol e 0l 5105 (ool 5055 5 (gl calioygls
4 920 5 bl (lire SO A Wgw 5 gLl Blie (ol mae daygas
)10 58 (3o auiS s 9 031001

SilySg0 (wlow oA b Cillge .Y -5
$bysiS e ( SlSped climwpllas 4y (5,55 (asli 3500 £ 5020y
12y b ety juine 3)50)3 a5l 41,8 u-’L‘“’I 25855 9 byl (bl
S c(gi20)S A8y plal an dslowl (g lell cgun 15928 )iy (e a3
)5S iy il b cwliwpllas b codlber 3)90)3 )1 )8 &lye 5
e s SSIS 40 Blye s Lol o 1l 4S5 5 (gio)S colall g
i 3 (SelSg0d (b pULas b cBlgen 3)50)3 013 518 il g (53 Lo
ccsllo (sl s o S d e g il bl coLall s (g5 8

YA



Y4

O e
gl S903 & S g rex g

P

ol pUBS L cciiblyen 3)5000 (Sysbody 5y so sl GBls 5 (agio)S caSy
A/A Byod b Lall youinS Vo) 8y03 L g 598 caoiyids Y byed 31 (S, S50
L Lot osS oA byras L e31a] S0 0 S35 5 oyl A/ B s yumo & By L Lol

S0 & ()85 -5
5 451055 (malyS50d do (8,500 5 (WL A 1 (ot (sleystS g gazayd
2513 51,8 oled jopbogs (slaygaS (sum ddpe 53 5 liaygls claygiS ol 3l an
S1l gl S50 43 (1,55 )0 ol 5055 5 Asleaygls (slanygtS oy S5 anl
Gty ey g Ol 015 g plaainyd il Ll (38,8 pusie joguasd ol
3 s3le 5 4S5 dbsbwsl gz oS ol g cBle lal ae slaygas
leaygls (slaye S VY 8yod Vo 3l (booyl (sloygtsS 1 S0lio it ol 9y50)3 a5yl
Lasgh oyloB puand) ko Dyg0yd duibb g0 0/8 bl jorbies (g S g V75
4555 9 Bhe o ae sille (S5 iS e S a3y clye i (o de lolie
ol S0le )5 51,8 Lallg g Lilasl s 08 el s 5 e S 0
(SLay9-aS 9 O/F aslooygls (slayeisS VA (2bg) (SlaygdS (slpr Ve Y oy 51 it
O] L] Gl 31 lyatny LSl yaiion (slys cmsl BV ol yalies
48P 520 5 o yln Bheg ol bl (g (o Loll sl gt sy
Y 2oyl 512588 (s Vo Y o 31 sSSlies aS a5l )5 La gl 5l ams (g3le
S o (gl bl oo FIA ool 5255 (sly5tS g A/Y ailioygls glays S
5 2l Blhe 5 Ol dblasl o Lall (gl 988 Cosiian (o hSy plasicl 45 o
$1y52S (s Ve bV 31 3:Silio a5yl 18 (50le 5 uae ¢ a9i0)S cAnSyS cAigun s
3yg0yd A o £10 (el ysabog (sloyeiS o VIV dilioysls (slaysiS VA (bl
Lol 598 Vo 51 8y 3l caiS cdadlone cdgo o lbs 5l poyo (o (Bgdn) yisto
VIA yoan YT Blye VY 4S5 MY ol AE Wg IS 8yad Lall (V/A byos
Gl Ve b3l e ol 1S lee i o i ¥/A (g3 lo 50285 VIV (gin0)S
£10 (] alo95 (slayg S gl 5 VIR ailiaygls (slayg S Ar¥ Dbgyl slanygisS
5 cobelljgasTanl canl ansls gloye dline (Bei> (Lj) jiie (glys il oo
(Blye (29205 S g o2 1l 4S5 9 Ol bl (g (slay9tS oy s
sly5aS AT (Dbl slaye S (gl Ve L 5l ol (SSle iyl S8 (g5 lo g e
dolyd cdgdy yurio 3y50y0 il o £/A bl jorbser (slaysiS 5 V/F dilioygls



Lno wlisdidnsla (slo iubgss doliliadgs /&A/L;_:'/i:‘%fﬁ;{

LT IR 2 T WO M o cporary Socilogical Rescarch

(292 0y bl S5 uae (Blhe el (slaygiS i S 1l |y poye
€l Vo )51 skt ol paSlie 51,8 p3Lel |y 395 eiilgn Wigas g ool e g3l
FIV Rl sy g (slygS (el 5 VIV Sliaygls (slaygisS 0N byl (slaygisS
«Bhe bysdS e ciS celblogs oleSls 5l poyer yate )90 abl oo
35250 SyS 0 )l lell 5 (i) S g c(s3llo pumn <ol il
FIY Eya a3lopgls (slayg S YV byos (ol (slaygS e 5 Byl it o
Coronl gLl s dn L) 48 pio (10l 995000 1058 00 ¥/ Byas ] j5b550 9
Ciblgo -y yiin ((Dguds o 0)101 SU31S500 Bgais o S IS’ S5 ()98 )0 48 0yld
5 455 20 (slle ol il e igus Lol sloy gt T3l iy
25%L95 9 MY dileoygls (slnyo S /Y (2 bg)l (sly5aS Vo L) Bynd 510l o0 Blye
] 3y S 50 (wolySg00 ds ds Ly 48 Jlgas oyl 3y90y0 asslass S v/ olowl
cslle S ol gz o)S dislinl colall caigs (glay S cosian (S5 0
SLoygaS VIY (bl (slaysisS Vo L 5l ko ol (sl 45 051 51,8 a0 5 Bl
Ly 525 dapliio L g gae)d a51aad,S /Y dilioygls (sl oS 17 olssl y9plogs
e L s AV 305 L )Loll 1508 iy Qe byas 5l omsl)Sge 0 (8,550 50
803 Ly auSy5 FAN 8503 Lo oyl FV/Y 8503 Ly (9550)S eV By L Lol cAV/Y

58S o 58 00/F 8ya3 b g3dlo g £V byas L Blye 5F 8505 L puno £5/Y

Sy oy90il -5

5 (iS50 4 (5,85 slaepSSlie duplie ploul sl il Bl duglio (I

lioygls o8~ sl (sloy9tS 09,8 dus (i )3 (SliSe0 (gl pllas b cblgen

934093 duuslie Syl (gl g b dlianl Luslyly Julows g3l 51 el y5ab550 9

g g 0dmline (¥) Jgdn 50 o) golis 48w eolitul (aidy ¢ygejl 5l o plsos]
1,503 ulampllis (il 9 (o) 5500 & (S (I3 fne D95 ygeil Y Jgix

Tab. 3: The test of significant difference of attitude towards democracy and acceptance of
democratic political system
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Tab. 4: Kruskal-Wallis test on the difference of collective identity variables between three
groups of Western European, Middle Eastern and Emerging Asian countries.
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Tab. 5: The test of the significance relationship between the dimension of collective identity

and the attitude towards democracy and agreement with the democratic political system.
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