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. . : Abstract
Received: April 19, 2023 : As a historical and cultural geographical unit, the old Tabaristan region was one
Accgpted: September 6, 2023 : of the centers of weaving and production of Tabari carpets, which has received
Available online: September 23, : |ess attention. Written historical sources directly or indirectly contain valuable
2023 : information and documents to identify the neglected parts of the famous

: weavings of Tabaristan. The purpose of this research is to explain the condition
: of Tabari weavings and its dimensions by collecting and examining the
¢ information available in historical sources. Based on library sources and with
: descriptive and analytical methods, this article has collected and analyzed the
: available documents in the field of Tabaristan weavings in historical
: compilations and reports of foreign tourists. The findings of the research show
: that there is a long history in the silk production industry and its export, the
: weaving industry and Tabari carpet, and it goes back to before the arrival of
¢ Islam in the area of Tabaristan, the textile industries of Tabaristan are in a
i competitive position with the important weaving centers in It was the early
: centuries of Hijri and Tabari weavings, in addition to being used in political
: interactions, have played an important role in the economy of Tabaristan. The
¢ multitude of productions of all kinds of fibers, textiles and weavings of Tabari
¢ shows the existence of numerous weaving and dyeing workhouse throughout the
: region of Tabaristan and probably the reason for economic growth based on
: trade and commerce.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

The layers of culture include: 1- Artifacts and
human handiwork 2- Symbols, signs and language
3- Values, beliefs and attitudes (Mahdavi and
Ahmadi, 1390:174). Cultural industries refer to a set
of industries that create ideas, produce and distribute
products and services that are cultural in nature and
are very important in terms of "promoting and
protecting cultural diversity and ensuring
democratic access to culture” (Bahar and Nazari,
1401, 92). The study of handicrafts of a
geographical area can be effective in identifying the
cultural identity of that area. Due to its geographical
location, the old Tabarstan region was outside the
permanent control of Iran's central governments
throughout history, and it was considered a distinct
geographical unit in terms of race and culture, and it
was probably economically dynamic and
independent. Due to the natural geographical
influence on economy, politics and culture and the
influence of the geographical environment on the
relations of human society and the distinctive feature
of the ecosystem, over many centuries it has
succeeded in preserving its native subculture against
the macrocultures (Hassannejad, 2009). In this way,
even though parts of Tabaristan are located in
different provinces today. However, their common
cultural characteristics have remained stable and
have been the guardians of Iranian language,
thought and culture with native culture. According
to historical evidence, Tabaristan region was one of
the important centers of Tabari carpet weaving and
production, which is obsolete today. Due to the
destruction of Tabaristan's traditional carpets and
weavings, research is necessary to study its
handwovens, and identifying the condition of
weavings in the past provides a platform for
knowing the cultural and economic identity of
Tabaristan. The purpose of this research is to collect
the information available in the written historical
sources and reports of geographers and tourists in
the field of Tabaristan handwovens, and by
analyzing them, achieve the condition of
Tabaristan's historical region of handwovens. The
questions of this research are as follows: 1- What is
the characteristic and status of weaving in
Tabaristan region based on historical written
sources? 2- What are the types of weaves and
weaving centers of Tabaristan based on these
sources?

2- Methods:

This research is based on the descriptive-analytical
method and the historical approach, which collected
information in a library form and used reliable and
first-class sources that have been corrected by

researchers. The library resources used are listed in
Table No. 1, which includes books related to history,
historical geography, travelogues, and reports. Two
historical documents found in Khotan in Turkestan,
China, related to the year 718 and Swadkoh of
Mazandaran, related to the year 71 of Yazdgardi
have also been used. By collecting the data related
to the weaves of Tabarstan region, this information
was categorized and its different dimensions were
examined.

3- Results:

The search for historical sources gives significant
findings about the background of Tabaristan's native
weavings and its angles. 1- Historical sources
mention a large amount of Tabari carpets that were
woven annually for taxes. 2- The history of the
Tabaristan Scroll, which has evidence of Tabaristan
weavings, dates back to before the arrival of Islam
in the region, and the first tax list of Tabari carpets
and handlooms is related to the Umayyad period in
the first century of Hijri. 3- According to the
documents, Tabari weavings were used as capital
and as a result as tribute in regional wars. 4- Based
on the obtained data, emphasis has been placed on
the quality of carpets and silk textiles and Tabari
zarabaft and their prosperous market. 5- There are
many reports about the abundance and prosperity of
silk, cotton, linen, hemp and wool productions, the
abundant production of textiles, their production and
supply centers, their domestic and foreign sales and
exports.

4- Conclusion:

The evidence of the presence of Tabaristan
merchants to trade on the silk road and the data from
the tax list of the Arab caliphs bring the history of
the silk production industry, the weaving tradition
and the production of Tabari carpets to the Sassanid
period. Considering the geographical isolation of
Tabaristan, the Arab caliphs staying away from
dominating it, and as a result the powerful presence
of local dynasties that tried to preserve Sassanid
industries and traditions for centuries after the
arrival of Islam, it can be inferred that probably
Sassanid traditions It has continued in the role and
structure of Tabari weaves. The available data from
the large volume of Tabari.Until the beginning of
the Qajar period, Tabaristan weaves were diverse
and abundant and included: types of thick fabrics for
underlays and blankets, and types of cotton, silky,
wool, velvet, linen, needlework, golabatun and
zarbaft fabrics. Its production and export to the lands
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around the Caspian in the Qajar period and the
export of silk and linen fibers to the workhous of the
central regions of Iran indicate the important
economic role of the textile industries of Tabaristan.
The large volume of production and variety of
woven products shows the large number of
workshops related to spinning, dyeing and
workshops with various types of weaving
instruments and their prosperity in the cities and
villages of Tabaristan in the past centuries. Many
people, especially women, have played a role in the
system of production and distribution and exchange
of woven fabrics. Therefore, it can be said that the
most important production industry of Tabaristan
was its weaving industries, and trade and commerce
in this field accounted for a large share of the
economic market of Tabaristan. By continuing and

preserving the traditions of their predecessors, in
addition to the artistic and cultural aspects, the
famous Tabari Weavinge have played a special role
in history in political, social and economic
dimensions and have had various functions.
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