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Abstract
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Available online: September 23, developed regions is related to limitation of their cultural activities. Among the

2023 cultural activities, music activity has been the biggest one in Iran, especially in
: more traditional locals such as Brozjan. Moreevere, this activity has lees being
studied based on a sociological point of view and a qualitative methodology.
¢ Thus, this research has studied the women, s musical activities in Brozjan by
: using of grounded theory method as one of the most usable qualitative
methodologies. The Participants have been women who participate in music
¢ classes in the city of Brozjan. Non-random, theoretical with maximum diverse
¢ sampling was used as a non -random sampling method. Necessary data was
collected by using deep unstructured face to face interview. The collected data
: was analyzed through three phrasal coding of open, axial and selective coding

Keywords: gender beliefs and : process of Strauss and Corbin. Based on the analysis of data, music activity of
music, Brazjan, musical activity, :

. . : these women can be categorized and analysed under 9 categories including:
women's music, gendered art :

: hegemonic patriarch of music space; infrastructural limitations; economic
i dimensions; professionalization and gradual growth of music; gender
socioliztion; music and dualisms of private- public space; practical- verbal
: challenge for women, s music recognition; cultural and social contexts of
i music activity and non activity of women; individual, social, and cultural
consequences of women,s music activities.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction:

From a sociological point of view musical activity
is patterened and influenced by social variables
including gender. Regarding the importance of
gender, it is said the power play over musical
instruments is a genderered one and there are
countless instruments that women and girls are
expected not to touch or work with. In Iran, also,
the musical atmosphere has longly been one of the
most colorful fields of manifestation of the gender
differentiation and discrimination which according
to those men inclusively play the instruments and
women only passively can sing and/ or dance. This
intensive gender division is highly intensified by
cultural policymakers and authorities. Thus, Iranian
women who participate in the musical activities are
more probably encountered with the gender
limitations. Under such institutionalized
limitations, studying nature of women, s musical
activities qualitatively and their related conditions
and consequences is doubly important. So, the
present article has studied qualitatively the nature,
the conditions and the consequences of the muisical
activity among women who participate in the
muisical schools of Borazjan city in Bushehr
province. The main question of the research is,
what is understanding and experience of
Brozjanian women who participate in the music
classes of their musical activities?

2- Methods:

The method of the research was grounded theory as
a kind of qualitative methodology. Strauss and
Corbin, s grounded theory methodology was
chosen to explore the nature, conditions, strategies
and consequencies related to the musical activity of
Brozjanian women who were participating in the
musical schools of the city in time of the research
(2022). Based on non-random and purposive
sampling, 22 of the women were interviewed by
using a smi- structured interview method. The
participating samples were chosen according to
some criteria such as the theoretical sampling and a
maximum diversity in a purposeful and judgmental
manner. The sample adequacy was achieved based
on the logic of reaching a theoretical saturation.
The unit of data analysis was sentences, and
content and thematic analysis based on a three-step

open, axial, and selective coding process was used
for extracting, categorizing, and analyzing the
gathered data.

3- Findings:

Analyzing the interviews showed that the
participants considered social and cultural barriers
and limitations, infrastructural deficiencies, the
facilitating potential of new technologies, and the
emergence and expansion of a new look at musical
activity as the most important causal conditions of
their musical activities. The nature of the musical
activity of these women was considered limited
musical activity in a repressive atmosphere, which
represents the fact these women’s musical activities
are pressured by the restrictive social and cultural
conditions of formal and customary patriarchy.
Any way, conditions such as familial atmospheire,
gradual fading of gender stereotypes, welcoming
the young generation and peers to music,
individual, s personal traits, providing economic
costs, the twists and turns of geting a license of
enforcement, the intended type of musical activity,
and the characteristics of musical instrument have
been known as the conditions that could increase or
decrease the effects of the causal conditions. The
participants: dominant action strategy has been the
verbal and symbolic argument for female musical
recognition. The women could engage in the
musical activities more freely in contexts such as
the presence of friends and playing together, in the
company with their family or very close and
intimate relatives, in solitude and having a home
space like a private house, and when they were in
places far from Brozjan. But, in contrast, when they
were practicing in public places, were either on
foot in the public space of the city carrying the
desired instrument, or worried about the real or
probable opposition of people such as father,
mother-in-law, Imam jomme (Friday), security
authorities, etc. their musical activity has been
limited, controlled, and accompanied by a fear.
Finally, the women attributed numerous and
unlimited consequences to their musical activities
that classified into and illustrated under three main
individual, social and cultural consequences.

4- Discussion & Conclusion:
Generally, the research findings are consistent

with the results of previous researchs regarding the
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limitations of women's artistic activities, the
reproduction of musical gender inequality by
society and the state, and considering leading a
music group as a male activity. Nevertheless, the
findings indicate that female musical activities are
growing gradually in result of a new cultural and
technological development. Under such
simultaneously limiting and enabling conditions,
the nature of women's musical activity can be
illustrated under the abstract category of the
controversial focus of women's musical activity
under a glass ceiling. It implies that the female
music can be considered as both an activity through
which the individual-social identity of women is
challenged by the official and unofficial powerful
and at the same time it is a domain cause women
become "aware" of their gender limitations, "
reconsider” their opressed identities and try hard to
establish and extend a kind of new femininity.
Undoubtedly, due to the effects of globalization
and new technological facilities, women are no
longer the "absolute prisoners of a group, society or
culture", but they revise the gender-based ideas and
stereotypes that restricted them socially and
culturally. By wusing the capabilities of new
uncontrollable technologies, they "bypass" the
traditional structural limitations and learn, develop

and expand their musical activities. Nevertheless,
based on the frequency and weight of the
participants' statements it seems that the women's
imaginations  and  expectations  regarding
unlimitedness of their practical options for doing a
musical activity, at least, in every level(for
example, teaching and independent professional
performance), in regarding all of the musical
instruments (the guitar, the snare drum(Tonbak),
etc.) and in all kinds of activities (such as singing)
can not be realistic and satisfied by considering the
very oppressive official cultural  policies,
customary rules and the present male- orented
cognitive schemas.
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