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Abstract

The South Korean film business has captured the imagination of many
young people nowadays, which disturbs many parents. This research seeks
to understand the experiences of fandom in young Iranian women from
Korean series and its relationship with virtual space. The current qualitative
case study research was conducted using thematic analysis and semi-
structured interviews, and the data were analyzed using coding. Twenty-
three young girls between the ages of 19 and 27 who live in various places in
Iran and are members of fan pages on Telegram made up the present
research participants. Although many of them ascribed the start of their
fandom to the period when popular Korean series were broadcast on TV, the
results of this research confirm that their fandom is sustained thanks to the
availability of virtual space. Furthermore, five main themes for the support
of these young women were counted from their responses: a variety of
genres in products, avoiding erotic scenes, fostering cultural similarities,
teaching moral virtue, and attractive romances were among the reasons for
their support.
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Introduction

The fact that numerous young people are interested in South Korea's
film industry causes concern among many parents. The popularity of
Hallyu, also known as the Korean wave, is growing among lranian
youth. This assertion is supported by the number of visits to South
Korean series on film download websites and the proliferation of fan
pages on Telegram and Instagram. Limited research has been
undertaken in the domain of fan culture among Iranian youth despite
its profound and far-reaching implications. Fan culture in Iran requires
additional scientific investigation and study. Furthermore, it has
become widely acknowledged that virtual space significantly
influences the lives of young individuals, with a considerable number
of them devoting most of their leisure time to it. Young people's
proliferation and utilization of the virtual space has spawned many fan
groups devoted to films, television series, actors, and athletes. The
increasing influence of social networks can be attributed to their
aesthetic appeal and user-friendliness. This study aims to gain insight
into the virtual space-related fan experiences of young Iranian women
who are avid viewers of Korean television series. This research
addresses the following primary questions: In the context of virtual
spaces, what are the experiences of young women who are fans of
Korean television series? What repercussions does the fandom of the
Korean series have for these young women?

Literature Review

A study was conducted in Indonesia and investigated the effect of
seeing spoilers on the social network platform, Instagram, on the
decision to watch South Korean dramas. This research, which was
conducted in 2021 by Arniza Putri and Delila Edani, is considered one
of the important sources in the field of research on the effect of virtual
space on fans of Korean series. The results of the analysis of this
significant effect on the decision to watch Korean series up to 66%
(Arniza Putri and Dalilah Adani, 2021:1496). There is another study
that was conducted in the Philippines through an online survey of
Korean TV series fans. In addition to Iran, Korean drama is also very
popular among young people in other countries such as the
Philippines. The results obtained from this research show that 95% of
the respondents believe that the characterization in Korean series is
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much more attractive than in Filipino series (Canes, 2020:32).
Another study by Mohammad Al-Askari was conducted in 2018. The
Korean wave has had a great impact on the Middle East, but it has
received less scientific attention. When it comes to Hallyu's future in
the Middle East, the author argues that K-drama and K-pop compete
with Turkish dramas. The results of this research show that
geographical, social and cultural factors have played a crucial role in
the success of Korean dramas and Turkish series in Asia and the
Middle East, respectively (Elaskary, 2018:52).

Materials and Methods

The data for this study were analyzed qualitatively through thematic
analysis utilizing a semi-structured interview instrument and coding.
The research community comprises twenty-three young women,
ranging in age from nineteen to twenty-seven, who reside in various
Iranian cities and are active participants on fan pages on Telegram.

Discussion and Conclusion

All the fans in this study believed that the existence of virtual space
sustains their fandom. According to the findings of this study,
however, many of them trace the origins of their fandom back to the
era when popular Korean television series were broadcast.
Additionally, the responses of these young women revealed five major
themes that contributed to the fandom of these series: the variety of
product genres, the avoidance of erotic scenes, cultural similarities,
the teaching of moral virtue, and alluring romances. Additionally, two
major themes regarding the repercussions of female fans of Korean
series were identified. Behavior beyond consumption is one of these
themes; it encompasses activities such as monitoring actor news,
observing behind-the-scenes videos, searching for series songs,
photographing various series scenes, reading series reviews and
analyses, and consuming fan products. Curiosity constitutes the
second central theme in social networks, encompassing activities such
as content creation and searching within these platforms.
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