Quarterly Journal of Social sciences = ATU
Vol. 29, No.97, Summer 2022 Dpd
qjss.atu.ac.ir

DOI: 10.22054/qjss.2023.70948.2578

Meta-Analysis of Poverty Studies in Iran

(from 2001 to 2021)
Assistant Professor of Sociology, Faculty
Mohammad Amirpanahi of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabataba’i

University, Tehran, Iran

MA of Sociology, Faculty of Social
Sciences, Allameh Tabataba’i University,
Tehran, Iran

Fatemeh Namian 2"

Abstract

The basic challenge of poverty reduction policies in Iran is to present a true
and real picture of this phenomenon. Although many studies have been
conducted in the field of poverty, most of the studies have been isolated,
diverse and unrelated, and often concentrated on the field of economics. It
makes it difficult to consider poverty in other dimensions. Due to the
importance of understanding poverty and verifying the studies done, this
study seeks for a comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon of
poverty using meta-analysis and the study seeks to answer the question of
what are the general factors affecting poverty and what are the shortcomings
of poverty studies. The statistical population was 45 studies between the
2001-2021, of which 32 studies were selected based on sampling criteria.
The findings of the research show that the studies of poverty in Iran are
mainly focused on the field of economics and are descriptive, scattered,
isolated and lack synergy. Even where they have focused on the causes of
poverty, they are based on non-structural factors of poverty rather than deep
structor of variables. These causes are: inflation, unemployment, lack of
skills, economic capital, gender, dependency burden, social capital and
education.
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1. Introduction

Despite the increase in the amount of wealth at the global level, the growth
and development of countries, the improvement of people's welfare and the
change in lifestyles compared to the distant past, we see that poverty is
increasing in different dimensions and levels, and among these countries like
Iran, they are facing more challenges in this field. For this reason, in
different periods of time, governments and international active organizations
in the field of poverty and reducing inequalities have put policies and actions
that they can reduce the harmful social, political and economic effects. In
Iran, different governments have also tried to put poverty alleviation policies
on the agenda. However, dealing with the problem of poverty and reducing
economic gaps in a policy-oriented manner requires accurate information
and efficient and comprehensive research. Despite the fact that there have
been quite a lot of researches in the field of poverty in Iran, it seems that the
results obtained from them have not been able to help in the field of poverty
policy and implementation of programs. Probably, one of the important
reasons for this is dispersion, isolation, concentration in one scientific field
(especially economics) and lack of uniformity of research results in various
scientific fields (economic, sociological, psychological, etc.). It is not
unreasonable to say that one of the factors preventing theoretical progress in
this field is these defects. Considering these shortcomings, this research tries
to examine the researches carried out in the field of poverty, the most
important factors affecting this phenomenon, the size of the effect of the
factors and the basic issues arising from such a view (that is, going to the
factors of poverty and the size of the effect of the variables ) to be discussed
and analyzed in poverty studies.

Research Question(s)
What are the determinants of poverty in the conducted researches?
What are the basic shortcomings of research related to poverty?

2. Literature Review

In relation to the theories explaining poverty, the important point is that they
are very diverse and include a wide range of theories that start from the
individual and micro level to the middle and macro level theories. In
addition, each of the approaches has been the center of attention of poverty
researchers in certain periods. Considering this amount of dispersion and
breadth of theories and ideas in the field of poverty, it is difficult to present a
single classification of theories. Here, we try to present a relatively
comprehensive classification of poverty theories presented by David Brady
(2019). Based on this, he classifies the explainers of poverty in three broader
levels of theories: behavioral theories, structural theories and political
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theories. This classification clearly shows that explaining the problem of
poverty needs to go beyond purely economic approaches and highlights the
importance of the sociological approach to understanding the problem of
poverty. In addition, these theories focus on the structural and root causes of
poverty (for example, power relations, resource distribution structure, etc.);
A problem that is less considered in economic, managerial or psychological
studies of poverty. What is emphasized in the present article is the lack of
explanation of poverty research and poverty in sociological studies and the
predominance of economic studies about the phenomenon of poverty. The
design of structural, political and behavioral theoretical approaches has been
made on the basis that they are more related to the idea of the present article
and support the idea that poverty studies need to understand the different
levels of the causes of poverty as well as the lack of dispersion and
exploitation of each other's results. In these theories, the understanding and
explanation of the problem of poverty starts from the level of behavior and
continues to the structural levels.

3. Methodology

The present research method is meta-analysis. In this method, researchers
have done statistical analysis using quantitative research findings. Among
more than 45 research and descriptive studies on the factors influencing
poverty, 32 research documents that had the basic criteria for conducting
meta-analysis such as correlation coefficient, significance level and specific
sample size were selected. It should be noted that in this research, the
research statistics were converted into the r index using Hunter and
Schmidt's approach, because the mentioned index is mostly used for cases
where researchers have described the relationship between two variables,
and the main condition is the use of indices. Cohen's interpretation system
was used to interpret the results.

4. Conclusion

In this article, the researches on poverty were examined, according to the
results, a larger share of the researches related to the field of economy (28.12
percent) and then rural development (15.63 percent). The share of
sociological studies is only 12.50%. In addition, these researches are mainly
focused on measuring poverty (especially in economic research) and also
identifying factors affecting poverty. The empirical findings of the research
show that the variables of marriage, age, infrastructure, natural factors and
social relations had the least effect in explaining the problem of poverty and
the most effect was related to inflation, government support and
unemployment. Other variables (employment status, education, social
capital, economic capital, income-salary, burden of care, lack of professional
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skills) have been moderately effective in explaining poverty. Therefore,
considering the above, we can point out some basic issues about poverty
research.

- The first issue is the predominance of the economic approach and the
insignificance of sociological research.

- The second problem is lack of attention to structural and root issues in
explaining poverty

- The third issue is non-explanatory or less explanatory researches and
predominance of descriptive view.

- The fourth problem of dispersion, individuality, repetition and lack of
connection between researches.
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1. Metanalysis



\f~\&l.‘.'..g\5|QV0)L&|F€J}MJM|‘;¢L«:¢\r}l&MM|AA

5 Al 5 B Sle
5 Sz a5 55 .l oS rwwsi;ﬂ.;gwum,a&,m; s} 5>
ol Sl oy e e Sla il o e 1SS (IFY) O Ss
(Lo 8 85 dlis (pl oy dhen 5 ool B (ol (s olaz
Josil 3 aiey 53 55 (WWAQ) OLKen 5 LI ol azils sy 2SeiS
Sl e 5 e 3 S0 5,5 45T Lin gy Al (o) 2 I 4 Sl gy i Dolalllas
Ol Ll o Chae Slo gd g0 do 5l 9 S 05 cpl Sl S g 55 Lo
0% 94 O35S 1ageS o Jast 215511 i dias e OLiS 545 aslllae 3 (Y4 +A)
OB Ole 53 o394 ooy ol 5 Sl ol jan i s S5 sladle ool 5s
335 Shleel o & A8 (0 ASTT 55 (Y09 st Sl Sl b 3l g
SOl Ghash oyl sy i S0 el ol 5 gl s (olde Sl
B AYA ans Sloj il oo b awe) 43 4 S Oy geo sla tagy LS o SN
SVl 55 5 8 S Jalge 4 551 1 s 5 And 515 oy g3 sm 15 VF
A sl tass 533,805, 5 oK ol ade alel Gl 4 B 0T
Sl glalis 55 o ltags sl b ash ool pls omlaly 630
I Sl odaT p & 3188 o gy 5 o 40 1) o ST op 5 Cola i
sl 25 Olallas 53 (63 S5y e O

S 47l ) Cenl Pl 658 oS s L L LU s
Db B S s g5 5 5 e 533 51T S Sl (me s b 5 Ll s
b oas  slasl i Calides e glaoj s L, 8 oy 5 1, OIS 5 Gl oo
(ol pode s e B s 4 aS Wles S mw  wli0lg) 5 cwlianel>
dr 5 b Sl 03y i plives 5 S e (ol (sleysn 53 3 So g, Sl plaS s
ety b 03 3 o) 5 DL S5 28 5 SuST ), Gl e ol



AL | OLab 5 oals pmol €(VE o v B ATAS Lo 31) O ) 53 L Slalllas fulowl 3

Shudiws v.:‘fda N ] 5 Lesls &1 DL ks 1 (gl (gduates Ol g o0
b b el 03,5 WL (Y1) (o301 s 3 o7 S8 Sl 31 el e
Eou 5 ey C3lES 4 5L LB L LS e Slikes & A8 e ASTh (631,
ﬁéuoﬁwgwu|wﬁ.xﬂsﬁéowwéuqﬁsjypeﬂ
baa B (618 Slagy b 1S o (uates ey B 5 Samy mhaw 4w 3 1,
s e 457 A o0 QLGS Cyﬁ‘b' Shsatws pl . owbiw glaa b g o bl
5,50y Caerl 5 Sl g3laBl b glas Sy Sl o, Sl duesls i
jh%ﬁm‘é}}\ﬁ%J)b@%j)%‘);b%ﬁé‘j&“%&
S a0, Loy o pde oolaBl Oladllas s &S (glaias ¢lyls S a8
QD}JW’}JW‘ .\:SLU S0 j.pb- Jlae BE) 4.>‘uT Rasom| 4>-}§>st):5
b s eoladl Oldles ade § oliansls Olallas 20 5 80 ola iags,
Le ool 2 0, 5 (ol el (635 (slas gy b el B oy
S oyl ol s Lls Lol dlie sl b (6t o S Sl 43 8 Oy 5
SN0 5 (SAS Ty pde 35 5 i Jo Calibuo = s 1gh Linjl5 i Slallae
3 Al S 5 gh W i ol 3 A e Sty (Dl SaSS s
c)wm_u,)f;&?d\j\)thi@m;!é,uu@bu);uuu;)@m
\)ul'mc}b)bfb‘}l&)\&“u}b_ﬁ.A.:‘}‘L:Afé‘@ﬁfjtgjrhmjg_ﬁf
cg‘j&cﬁ'})v\sQuuw‘)‘jd‘@)}&)bb&&AJJ.‘::}))}TJL‘)J
waov\»&.JJ;@)&.@T%L&JJj)j...jctﬂ}bwjééj}:ﬁ&
(slasl Jie 5,0 Lol ake o5 K 1 S0 b 5 SAST, 51000 s i
s Dl s S 15 s b (S Sl 05 ol s o0 )

G0 by a5 cpl iy o fen alsl 53 3 1y p3Y (61 0 0 05STE a8 8



VBN Ol | AV 05les] ot 5 S S | Sl ke anliliad | 8-

(\ oJ‘.a.j: Jgﬁt) éf&kf
A ol 5 ol ()l glaa B s o daly) (o0 sghe slade) SO
(Brady,2019)

Fig 1. Conceptual models of causal relationships in behavioral,
structural and political theories of poverty (Brady,2019).
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Table 2. Methodological information of experimental studies
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Table 3. Background (spatial) information of experimental studies
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Table 4. The statistical population of the study
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Table 5. Inferential findings of the research
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