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Abstract

Social protests, as non-institutional forms of political participation, are the
undeniable reality of any society. The frequency and proliferation of this fact
in history after the Islamic Revolution and its changes and transformations
have doubled the need to pay attention to this form of collective action.
Within these protests, the protestors have chanted these slogans, which, on
the one hand, express their wishes and demands for political and social
changes and their ideals for fundamental changes. On the other hand, these
slogans are constructs of domestic and foreign media and virtual and real
social networks. In this article, using content analysis method and based on
the framing theory of Snow and Benford, an attempt has been made to
analyze the slogans of the protests of the last three decades based on three
interpretive frameworks and the main themes. Slogans are defined in each
framework and each period of protests to reveal the thematic changes of
slogans over three decades. The results show that in the protests of June
1999, the motivational framework, the protests after the presidential
elections of 2009, and the protests of January 2018 and November 2019, the
diagnostic framework carried the most weight among the slogans. The
results of the analysis of the theme of the slogans also showed that in the
protests of June 1999, Libertarian themes; in the protests of 2009, political
justice themes, and in the protests of 2018 and 2019, anti-religious themes
were the most frequent among other themes.
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Introduction

Protest as non-institutional forms of political participation, are the
undeniable reality of any society. The frequency and proliferation of this fact
in the history after the Islamic Revolution and the changes and
transformations that have occurred in them have doubled the need to pay
attention to this form of collective action. As a result of these actions, the
protestors have chanted these slogans which, on the one hand, express their
wills and demands for political and social changes and their ideals for
fundamental changes, and on the other hand, reflect the constructions of the
domestic media and foreign, real and virtual social networks. In this article,
in addition to distinguishing the slogans of the last three decades of protests
based on three interpretive frameworks, the main themes of the slogans in
each framework and each period of the protests will be identified, so that the
evolution of the theme of the slogans during the three decades will be
revealed.

Research guestion
During the protests, how are the protestors' slogans formulated in the form of
diagnostic, prescriptive and motivational frameworks?

What were the main themes of the slogans in each of the interpretation
frameworks in each period?

What was the evolution of slogans during the protests of 1998, 1996,
1988, and 1978?

Literature Review

In this article, an attempt has been made to pay attention to aspects neglected
in previous studies (Panahi, 2014; Jalai-pour and Haji-Zadegan, 2018;
Guderzi, 2012; Brooks, 2017). For example, in the theoretical part of
previous studies, new theoretical approaches, especially the views related to
the role of culture in collective behavior, have been ignored. Therefore, in
the current research, while emphasizing the epistemological dimensions of
protest behaviors, special emphasis has been placed on theoretical
approaches related to the role of culture in collective behaviors, especially
the framing perspective. On the other hand, the last protest behavior studied
in this article is the protests of November 2018, which has not been
investigated in other mentioned researches. Therefore, the present treatise, in
terms of subject matter, is to examine the protest behaviors of the last three
decades of Iranian society through the lens of slogans in order to understand
the evolution of the meaning of the slogans of these protests and their
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development, the application of new theories in the field of collective action
(theories emphasizing the cultural and identity dimensions of these actions)
and finally its belonging to the final years of Rouhani's second government
and the discourse related to it, i.e. moderation is innovative and new.

Methodology

Thematic content analysis method is used in this article. To study the
slogans, first of all, among the protest behaviors of the 90s, 80s, and 70s,
with the purposeful sampling method of the protest behaviors of University
of Tehran in July 1978, the protest behaviors after the presidential elections
of 1988, the protest behaviors of January 1996, and the protest behaviors of
November 2019, were selected as the study sample. Then the slogans of each
period of protests were collected from various sources such as newspapers,
magazines, books, media and social networks, news sites, videos and other
documents available in this field and after ensuring their validity and
correctness based on the conceptual framework of the research ( triple
interpretive frameworks i.e. diagnostic, prescriptive and motivational
framework) they were separated and classified so that based on that the
weight of each of the frameworks in the protest of each period should be
specified and it should be known in which frameworks the slogans raised are
mostly placed. In the second step, it was determined what were the main
themes and axes expressed in each of the frameworks and which themes had
more quantity and importance than others. In this way, in addition to identify
the main themes emphasized by the frameworks in each period of protests,
the evolution of the themes of the slogans in the last three decades was also
determined.
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Conclusion

In this article, the slogans of protests of the last three decades were analyzed
based on three interpretation frameworks, and the main themes of slogans in
each period of protests were identified. In the Koi protests of University of
Tehran in July 2018, according to the protests which were limited to the
academic and intellectual environment, most of the efforts of the organizers
of this collective action focused on measures to increase the number of
protesters and their demographic composition and broaden the scope of the
protest. On this basis, the motivational framework, which is based on the
efforts of the organizers of mass actions to follow the motivations and
identity of the fans in order to create the necessary logical and emotional
bases for mobilizing people and legitimizing protest behaviors, has been able
to gain more weight than slogans assign to himself. On the other hand, in the
protest behaviors of 1388, 1396 and 1398, the most frequent slogans were
related to the diagnostic framework. Therefore, considering that in the
diagnostic framework, the social problem is interpreted as a product of the
social order or factors related to it, which can now be changed through social
dynamics, most of the protesters' efforts are focused on identifying,
highlighting and defining the aspect the current unfavorable issues of the
society so as to legitimize the protest action by calling this situation unfair to
the awareness of different parts of the society. Regarding the prescriptive
framework which is related to the protesters' ideals in drawing the ideal
situation, the number of slogans cannot be interpreted as a sign of the lack of
clarity of the protesters' demands and demands, because the prescriptive
framework is based on other frameworks. It is diagnostic and the abundance
of slogans in this framework shows the success of the protesters in
identifying the undesirable aspects of the society and drawing alternative
solutions accordingly. On the other hand, in all the four investigated protest
behaviors, the description of the political dimension, the ideal situation and
the values related to it has been able to include the largest number of
slogans, which is important considering the starting point and turning point
of some protests. Protests 96 and 98) which were economic demands, can be
interpreted as a sign of people’s dissatisfaction with the political situation of
the society and their policies.
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Figure 1. The Frequency of themes expressed in the slogans of the
Tehran University protests in 1999
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Figure 2. Frequency of the themes expressed in the slogans of the
protests after the presidential elections in 2009
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Figure 3. Frequency of themes expressed in the slogans of protests in
January 2018
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Figure 4. Frequency of themes expressed in the slogans of protests in
Novamber 2019
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Table 1. The evolution of the themes of protest slogans in the last three

decades
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