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Introduction

Corruption as a universal problem has taken up substantial time and money from judicial, social, and political officials of many
countries imposing lots of cost on people from different dimensions. In the last few decades, the issue of corruption has attracted
the attention of many researchers from different fields, such as sociology, law, economics, etc., and much research literature has
been produced on this issue. It can be said that corruption is a global phenomenon that exists more or less in all countries of the
world, but its existence and extent differs from one society to another according to social and economic development and based on
the effectiveness of moral, religious, and cultural values. Although corruption has extensive negative consequences, its importance
is more evident in the healthcare system. It can have many negative effects because it deals with human lives. Therefore, the aim of
the current research was to analyze the causes of occurrence and spread of corruption in the healthcare system from the experts’

perspectives in the context of sociological framework.

Materials & Methods

The current research tried to identify the conditions and
contexts related to the prevalence of corruption in Iran's
healthcare system from the staff experts’ perspectives in this
field by using a qualitative approach and the grounded theory
method. Therefore, the research field was the headquarter of
the Ministry of Health, in which the following criteria were
adopted for selecting the samples: working in the headquarter
of the Ministry of Health and Medical Education, having
information and awareness of some corruption in this area,
and having an experience of responsibility in the executive
and general positions of the Ministry of Health and Medical
Education. The sampling process was such that the researcher
first started with someone, who was easier to communicate
with. One of the authors’ colleagues was introduced to the

interviewing researcher. Therefore, the first sample became
available. Based on the logic and nature of the issue, the next
samples were determined via snowball sampling. To achieve
a comprehensive understanding of the conditions and action
strategies of activists, theoretical sampling and maximum
diversity methods were also employed. To select the samples,
their various characteristics, such as work history, age, level
of education, marital status, and ethnicity, were also
determined as the criteria for sample selection.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Based on the data analysis, 6 categories related to the process
of spread of corruption in lran's healthcare system were
identified: "weakness of formal and informal education",
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"weakness of policy, management, and governance in the
healthcare system”, "glitch economy and lack of a fair
distribution of the healthcare system", "weakness of laws and
inefficiency of the regulatory bodies"”, "weak and corrupt
structures in the healthcare system", and “existence of a
corrupted pharmaceutical field in the healthcare system". The
aforementioned categories were all nested under the core
category of "corrupting healthcare system".

This research showed that corruption in Iran's healthcare
system had become structured and systematic and therefore,
many corruptions took place with completely legal
procedures. Moreover, due to legal weaknesses and
loopholes, the laws did not provide the necessary deterrence
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to prevent the occurrence of corruptions. Overall, the results
of this research revealed that what was seen as corruption in
Iran's healthcare system had less to do with individual
aspects, i.e., individual control mechanisms were not very
effective in this regard though they were not separable from
the conditions of corruption in Iranian society. To deal with
corruption seriously, there was no other way around but to
reform the official and unofficial structures of corruption and
procedures.

Keywords: Corruption, Staff Experts, Healthcare System,
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Table 2- The results of three open coding stages (concepts), main (axial) and selective components
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