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Designing the Model of Officer Competencies Based on the
Educational Teachings of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh

Naser Asgari'
Mohsen Khoshnamvand'

Abstract

The competent human capital of defense organizations considering their mission and
culture will improve the capability and combat readiness of them. Considering the
status of Iranian national and epic culture, this article has identified and classified
the epic competencies of officers based on the educational teachings of Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh. This applied research was conducted with a qualitative approach and
thematic analysis strategy. The information sources of the research include the
educational teachings of Ferdowsi's Shahnameh in relation to the military men,
which were selected purposefully and analyzed and reported with content network
tool. The compilation and categorization of identified epic competencies showed that
these can be classified into seven main categories: belief; value; attitudinal;
personality; cognitive and psychological; and behavioral and physical competencies.
Findings reveal that the epic myths introduced in the Shahnameh have been models
of moral chivalry. It is concluded that promoting educational teachings of
Shahnameh among military personnel can help to develop officer competencies
based on Iranian culture. The results can be used as a rich source of the teachings of
Iran’s national culture in developing a comprehensive model of officer competencies.
Also, they can be used as a guide for developing the epic spirit of officers to ensure
the stable security of the homeland and the optimal implementation of duties and
assigned missions.

Keywords: Competency, Officer Competency, Epic Training, Officers, Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh

Associate Professor, Faculty of Management, Shahid Sattari University of Aeronautical
Sciences and Technology, Tehran, Iran. (Corresponding author) Email: Nasgari@ut.ac.ir
Graduated with a PhD in Philosophy of Education, Faculty of Psychology and
Educational Sciences, Allameh Tabatabai University, Tehran, Iran. Email:
M.khoshnamvand@gmail.com



