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Abstract

Election debates, as one of the most effective types of campaign messaging,
have an important place in political marketing. Therefore, in this research, we
seek to identify the effective components of holding the presidential election
debates in the Islamic Republic of Iran in a favorable way from the perspective
of the Supreme Leader. In fact, this research, which has, for the first time,
examined the words of the Supreme Leader of the revolution regarding the
presidential election debates, seeks to improve the latter’s quality in order to
increase the voter turnout, improve people's political awareness and maintain
the election soundness. To this purpose, all the leadership statements related
to the topic from the beginning until now have been examined and recorded.
They were then coded and the dimensions and components of desirable
debates were identified and explained. After reviewing the slips and primary
coding, 64 secondary identifiers (basic themes), 19 organizing themes and 5
overarching themes have been identified, from which the dimensions and
components of desirable debates, which are comprehensive and organizing
ones, have been selected and displayed on a diagram. The results indicate that
by reforming form and content, along with improving monitoring and
focusing on the objectives, it is possible to hold a favorable debate. The
candidates, meanwhile, have some responsibilities, that if not undertaken, the
debate process will not be improved.
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