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Comparative study of wife's employment in jurisprudence
and legal system of Iran and Egypt and its effect on Islamic
lifestyle

Seyed Ali. Sarmadi®*, Behnam. Ghanbarpor®?*, Jahanbakhsh. Gholami®®

Abstract

Aim: The objective of this research was to conduct a comparative study of
spousal employment in the Islamic legal and juridical systems of Iran and
Egypt and its impact on Islamic lifestyle. Method: This was a descriptive and
review study conducted using library resources. Results: In Islamic
teachings, not only is women's right to work recognized, but their financial
independence and fair wages are also emphasized. In Islamic jurisprudence
and Islamic lifestyle, legal marital ties are established for each spouse
according to their social status. In return for this privilege, women are
required to obtain their husband's permission for certain activities and
movements. The extent of activities for which a woman is required to obtain
her husband's permission is a subject that has created different opinions and
fatwas among different Islamic sects and even among scholars of the same
sect. From a jurisprudential perspective, the issue of a wife's permission from
her husband is mentioned implicitly in the Quran and explicitly in hadiths.
Conclusion: The results showed that in the legal systems of Iran and Egypt,
spousal employment is considered a civil right that can only be revoked if it
conflicts with family interests or the circumstances of the husband and wife
after being proven in court. The prevailing view regarding the position of
spousal employment in Iranian and Egyptian law is that if the wife is
employed at the time of marriage and the husband agrees to it, the husband's
right to prevent his wife from working remains in force, unless the marriage
contract stipulates the continuation of the wife's employment or employment
is made a condition of the contract, in which case this right is waived.
Keywords: Right to employment, wife, Islamic lifestyle, Iranian legal system,
Egyptian legal system.
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