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Abstract

This study aimed at comparing the educational justice of Iran and Malaysia. This qualitative
research adopted a comparative survey approach which followed the analytical-inductive
method using Bereday’s (1964) model containing four stages of description, interpretation,
juxtaposition, and comparison. The selection of the countries under study was based on the
strategy of “different social systems, different educational outcomes."” The reason for
choosing Malaysia was the significant cultural and social similarities with Iran, such as being
predominantly Muslim, having a multi-ethnic society, and a focus on educational reforms.
The required data were collected from library documents, websites of the Ministry of
Education and universities, and statistical and information institutions in Iran and Malaysia.
The five dimensions of educational justice, namely, opportunity justice, process justice,
outcome justice, behavioral justice, and financial justice, were employed as the bases of
comparison. The results indicated that the two systems were different in terms of students'
access to quality education, allocation of budget, and teaching basic skills, and they were
similar in terms of focusing on moral principles, net enrollment rates, and infrastructure
development in higher-order documents. It is recommended that Iran enhances transparency
and precise monitoring of the components of educational justice to accelerate its progress
and development in this domain.
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