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* Bells, Michael. "Sound, Spirit, and Gender in Surat Al-Qadr”, Journal of the American Oriental
Society, Vol. 111, No. 2 (Apr-Jun, 1991), pp. 239-259.
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The Sura of Qadr
1. We sent it down on the night of gadr
2. And what could let you know what the night of gadr is
3. The night of qgadr is better than a thousand months
4. The angels and the spirit come down on it by leave of their lord from every
amr
5. Peace it is until the rise of dawn.
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2. multilimentionality.
3. acoustic.

4, gender.

5. close reading,
6. interplay.

7. sound figures.

8. personification.

9. animation,

10. paralleism.
11.textual harmonics.
12. nazm.

13. Quranic voice.
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15. compuctness.

16. intensity.

17. Roman Jakabson, "Linguistics and Poetics,” in Siyle in Language,
ed. Thomas A. Sebeok (Cambridge, Mass.: M. 1. T. Press, 1960), 358-59.

18. syntactical rhythm.

19. metrical rhythm.

20, phonological coherence.

21. phonological parallism,

22. sound symbolism.

23. high pitched.

24, interatextual.

25. semantic overtones.

26. intertextual resonance.

27. surface semantics.
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29. See Lohmann, 277-78. The case for the antecedent of hu in verse
1 being the Quran is centered on the parallels with 44:1-3:
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30. Caprona, 228-34, divides the verse into two rhythmic units, the
first of which ends with wa r-rizhu fihi. Arberry, 345, translates the sura
by dividing verse 4 in the same way.
31. See Nelson, 9-13, and Gouda, 288-93, for discussions of rhythmic
and metrical shifts in the Qur'an.
32. Again, Razi’s commentary is among the more complete, with a

full discussion of the rhetorical elements that bring about a sense of
ta‘dlim: the lack of specified antecedent, the use of the plural, etc See ,

Raz 27.
33. Again, the results depend upon how one counts the madd:
- e
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36. Lohmann, 283, and Caprona, 230.
37. rhythmic hiatus.
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