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Abstract

A research in the books of Asrar al-Tawheed and Sirat Ibn
Khafif, with the aim of retrieving and ranking the personality
traits and educational methods of the excellent teachers

Fateme Ramezani (PhD), University of Lorestan, Khorramabad, Iran*

The purpose of this research was to extract and rank the personality traits and
educational methods of Abu Saeed Abul Khair and Ibn Khafif Shirazi. In the first
part, two books, Asrar al-Tawheed and Sirat Ibn Khafif, have been investigated with
the conventional content analysis method. In the next part, 22 professors in the field
of educational sciences in Qom, who were selected by convenience sampling method,
determined the importance and rank of each of the obtained themes for today’s
teachers. Friedman’s test was used for this ranking. Interest in learning, attention to
self-improvement, asceticism, tolerance, humor, humility, coordination of the behavior
and speech, loving behavior with students, education without expectations, attention to
the needs and hobbies of students, attention to the educational opportunities, teaching
by pointing, the use of encouragement, the use of anecdotes, teaching with parables, the
use of poetry, teaching in practice, summarizing” are the eighteen sub-themes obtained
from the present study. These sub-themes were summed up in the form of three main
themes of individual character, educational character and educational methods. The
results of the search for the answer to the third question were as follows: the most
important personal and educational traits that can be considered for today’s teachers
are coordination of behavior and speech, loving behavior with students, and attention to
the self-improvement and humility, respectively. Also, the best educational feature is the
use of encouragement and illustration.
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