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Abstract

As the mother of feminism, Simone de Beauvoiris the most important element of the
women's struggles in 19th century. Sheholds that women are under oppression in
each period of their lives and this oppressionstems from a male-dominated society.
Simone de Beauvoirasks women to struggle against this oppression but she didn't
direct all problems imposed on women against men. Under the influence
ofHeidegger and Sartre's philosophies and drawing on existentialistic views, she
considers women as the object versus the subject, the other versus | and the being
versus the becoming. In her view, women have been regarded as the 2nd sex in any
period of their lives and to have access to their real and transcendent self, they should
go over the situation that has been imposed upon them. In one chapter of her 2nd
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sex, she deals with the impacts of motherhood upon women and retells the women's
disasters and problems. The present paper is an attempt to analyze and assessed
Beauvoir's views on women's situation as the object, the mother and the 2nd sex who
has the role of motherhood and then proceed to show that why becoming a mother
cannot leave women from otherness.
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Problem Statement

Being a mother is one of the most important aspects of a woman's identity. This issue
is more or less an all-encompassing issue in every discussion about women in
feminism and casts a shadow on all imaginable areas of women's lives, whether
physiological, practical, or social. The issues surrounding motherhood in women are
vital yet complex issues. It was de Beauvoir who emphasized this aspect of women's
life for the first time, and although he considered motherhood to be an obstacle to
women's progress and excellence, he made everyone aware of its importance.
Simone de Beauvoir, a French writer and philosopher of the nineteenth century, with
his ideas Feminism became very famous under the school of existentialism.
Existentialism is a school that influenced many thinkers and philosophers of its time
by dealing with important human and individual foundations such as loneliness and
alienation and self/other duality. Existentialism took this principle from Hegel that
man is a process that tries to realize himself and in this way, to be recognized, he
must try his life, but the beginning of existentialist thought was mainly with
Heidegger's writings.

Heidegger says that before a person reaches the stage of existence of "I", others have
usurped his existence. He believes: "If our existential self gets involved in everyday
life and does not go beyond itself, its existence is degraded and in fact it becomes
alienated from itself. This is exactly the issue that de Beauvoir emphasizes about
women and from women. He wants them to go beyond the daily life and the rules
that have been imposed on them to get rid of the situation they are in.

After Heidegger, Sartre expanded this thinking by using Heidegger's ideas and agri-
essentialist views. By dividing human existence into two dimensions "in himself"
and "for himself", he sees the former as the product of accidents and involuntary and
involuntary affairs, and the latter as the result of excellence, creativity and moving
forward. Sartre added a third form to these two forms of first existence: existence for
others. In his description of existence for others, he says that this state of existence
can be described as plural existence, but most of the time, he gave a negative
impression of an eternal conflict, because everyone wants for himself to restore his
existence, directly. or turn another indirect object into an object. In fact, the process
of self-identification involves mastering other beings.

Influenced by Sartre's words, de Beauvoir claimed that man called himself self and
woman called other from the beginning. If the "other" is a threat to himself, then the
woman is a threat to the man, and if the man wants to remain free, he must subjugate
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the woman. This article, with an interpretive and analytical approach, is trying to
show the intellectual concern of this problem by first examining the opinions of the
thinkers of existentialist philosophy. Then, in particular, interpret Simone de
Beauvoir's thoughts about women in the role of mothers. Since "otherness" is one of
the most important keywords in the philosophy of existentialism, this article tries to
logically examine the issue of why de Beauvoir believes that feminism in the role of
mother They are "other".

1. Why is de Beauvoir worried about women's attachment to the role of mother?

2. What is the way to achieve excellence and transcend oneself from the point of
view of de Beauvoir?

3. Does being other for women lie in the role of mother?

Method
This article was obtained by research method and by interpretation and research on
the thoughts of feminist philosopher Simone de Beauvoir.

Findings and Results

From the beginning of their activity, feminist schools focused on the realization of
women's rights in various personal and social fields. Simone de Beauvoir, as a
feminist from the school of existentialism, was the first person to address the
suffering and hardships of motherhood in women. Emphasizing freedom as the most
important process of human excellence, he asked women to consciously go beyond
the conditions they are in. One of these conditions was the role of mother for women,
which de Beauvoir believed that the society defines this role for women in such a
way that they think that the freedom and excellence of women is in achieving the
role of mother and child bearing. Since women's girlhood has given them little
opportunity for excellence, then in this situation, a woman may feel that pregnancy
allows her to gain some kind of freedom by creating a fetus. Although Beauvoir
believes that women freely choose their attitude towards motherhood, she thinks that
mothers should not choose to make motherhood their exclusive job and stay at home.
He argues that such a choice is bad for mothers and their children in many ways. De
Beauvoir emphasizes that if a mother searches for the whole meaning of her life in
her child, she will eventually condemn herself to unhappiness; Because inevitably,
that child has to grow up and leave him. Contrary to the idea that motherhood gives
women higher happiness, he insists that exclusive motherhood will not satisfy
women and finally declares, "A child should not be the limit of his mother's vision.
De Beauvoir values excellence and says that we should consider human existence as
a self-creating existence that surpasses the conditions given to it and reproduces. He
feels that the woman's goals as an individual are being canceled and are being
ignored by other species, namely men. A pregnant woman who claims to have
maternal creativity actually immerses herself in the biological processes of her body.
When de Beauvoir writes about the oppression of women in the role of mother, he
means that when a woman becomes pregnant, oppression is revealed as a constitutive



element of her condition in a patriarchal society. In his writings about motherhood,
de Beauvoir emphasizes that motherhood is established through many preconceived
ideas, that is, through social ethics and dominant culture, hidden behind the illusion
of naturalism. According to him, the correct way to reorganize society is to give
women opportunities for excellence outside the maternal realm and in the public
sphere. He says that by working, motherhood becomes an easier process for women
and such women are better mothers, thus they become better women with “true
human values". If we want to be precise in de Beauvoir's writings, we must say that
where he encourages women to be present in the community and study and become
aware, as an existentialism, he recognized the right path, but as long as he asks
women to avoid maternal instinct and tendency to It is close to radicalism.
Obviously, what strengthens the sense of being different in women is the lack of
flourishing and being creative, and as having a job and education is a form of growth
in women according to de Beauvoir, motherhood can also create a sense of creativity
for them. It would have been better if de Beauvoir accepted the role that nature
assigned to women under the title of motherhood and tried to introduce motherhood
for women as an opportunity that gives them a sense of usefulness and necessity in
addition to women's education and presence in society. The main core of the
discussion of motherhood in the second gender is that it is necessary for women not
to consider any role, including motherhood, as a process for their freedom, and to
achieve excellence and freedom, they should try to walk in the path of awareness
and presence in society. Because if being a mother (m/other) leads to women's
isolation and staying at home, this is the same as a woman's descent into another
vortex.
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