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Abstract

In this study, the purpose is to explain John Dewey's views on the connection
between theory and practice in the democratic society. According to him this aim
can be achieved through education. Criticizing the dualities in the history of
philosophy, Dewey considers the mission of philosophy not only in discovering the
relations between the world and the mystery of the world, but its mission includes
how to control and correct the world too. The task of philosophy is to study social
conflicts through thinking and resolving these conflicts. He seeks to formulate
philosophy in line with the principles of democratic life and to prepare citizens for
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a democratic society while reconciling opinion and practice. For Dewey as a
pragmatist, the concept of democracy is not merely a political concept. For a
pragmatist, redesigning the overall form of society in which different people live is
a necessity of a democratic society. In this form, the pervasive interaction of
community members with each other through social experiences and in some way
which leads to social continuity is emphasized. According to Dewey, the
realization of this meaning is possible through education and in this way, the
possibility of for all members of the community to grow and members of the
community to achieve problem-solving skills and the critical thinking method
reaches a desirable level of intellectual maturity. Therefore, Dewey, on the one
hand, seeks to solve life's problems and social incompatibilities through
philosophy, and on the other hand, considers democracy to be the best way of life;
With a pragmatic approach, he is trying to draw the desired democratic society in
such a way that the element of education in the individual of the society creates the
ability to solve problems in the members of the society and provides the possibility
of their participation in the mechanism of the society, solving current problems and
social conflicts.
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Problem statement

In the present study, an attempt is made to give an overview of Dewey's approach
to philosophy and how it is used in solving social problems and is to examine the
connection between the theory and practice in a democratic society, through
education, and to talk about the connection between the subject matter of tis
research with pragmatism which Dewey is considered as one of its founders.
According to Dewey, education, and specifically its obvious example, namely,
schools and colleges, which, in his opinion, has been emphasized only in the field
of theoretical topics instead of practical ones in his life, and its function has been to
accumulate information in the minds of students; it should be as similar as possible
to the atmosphere of the community. Therefore, his strategy in providing
educational training is a practical strategy. By modeling the problem-solving
method in schools and colleges, he tries to advance thinking with the help of
education in a way that members of the community reach intellectual maturity and
overcome problems and obstacles in practice.

According to Dewey, education is a necessary category in the realization of a
democratic society, because it prepares the members of the society for an active
presence in the society. According to Dewey, democracy is a precondition for the
application of reason in social issues, and for this reason, one can see the
connection between theory and practice in a democratic society. Considering that
in domestic and foreign articles, the issue of education has been dealt with from
Dewey's perspective and the democracy he is considering has also been explored,



In a new perspective, this article will take a fresh look at the concerns of this
pragmatic philosopher. Therefore, the article seeks to answer how Dewey, with the
concept of democracy, as a way of life, seeks to fulfill his concern, that is, to
establish a link between the two spheres of theory and practice in society.

Method

The method of this research is analytical-inferential and data collection from
library. Relying on first-hand sources and based on re-reading Dewey's ideas, the
author has concluded after analyzing and matching the findings with each other.

Findings and Results

According to the present study, John Dewey, a critic of earlier philosophies and
dualities in the history of thought, believes that philosophy should be re-established
in a way that solves human problems in life while eliminating dualities and the link
between theory and practice and social conflicts can be effective. On the one hand,
he emphasizes instrumentalism; He considers thought as a tool in the service of life
and on the other hand, under the influence of pragmatism, seeks to achieve the
practical goals of philosophy in life.

In his political philosophy, Dewey considers democracy to be the most appropriate
type of government, but he emphasizes that democracy, which is a prerequisite for
the application of reason in social issues, is more of a way of life than a political
way. According to him education is what prepares society members to live in a
democratic society. Dewey's intended education enables the all-round participation
of society members in macro-decisions as well as the interaction of members with
each other. In this definition, education no longer remains in the field of opinion
and prepares a person for social life and the field of action. According to Dewey,
education does not mean the transfer of theoretical propositions, concepts and
information from the teachers to the audience, but it should be an effort to educate
the members of the society, in such a way that they can succeed in solving the
problems facing them by relying on their own thinking. It leads to the growth of the
individual and society. According to Dewey, the necessary condition for the
realization of democracy is the growth of individual members of the society and
the formation of the ability to think correctly in them.

He believes that the knowledge that comes from the desired educational courses in
a democratic society should be reflected in the personality of individuals.
Therefore, the ability to think and apply critical thinking and problem solving in
the light of people's participation in society's decisions to achieve common goals is
centered in schools and colleges that have an atmosphere similar to society, and
after that, society members, through social life, continuously they are now learning
and facing the continuity of science and practice. The link between action and
thought in the course of education leads the members of the society to intellectual
maturity and the achievement of social reason, which is the divine goal of playing
the role of philosophy in life and improving the existing conditions.
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According to Dewey, education is not limited to schools, colleges, and universities,
and it is something that is current throughout human life, and therefore, according
to Dewey, all social institutions are considered educational institutions. A person in
the society and facing the upcoming challenges tries to overcome the challenges by
means of the problem solving method, not to overcome the unresolved obstacles.
Therefore, the problems of the individual and the society do not remain without
solutions.
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