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Abstract

The main issue of present research is to investigate the "causal explanation of
action", and its objective is to discover a general deductive-law pattern through
analytical-descriptive method in the philosophy of Mulla Sadra. This pattern is then
critiqued by examining its logical implications. According to Mulla Sadra, action is
the intentional act of a human being with his/her second-order awareness. Therefore,
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explaining the causal basis of action requires uncovering the principles of the two
elements: the intentional act and the second-order awareness. The primary
foundation of intentional action in al-Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah is the endorsement of
utility of this action by the dominating faculty.

The dominance of the dominating faculty in the emergence of intentional action is
modulated by the involvement of practical intellect as the source of awareness. Thus,
action is an intentional act that passes through the channel of practical intellect.
According to Sadra, the cause of the occurrence of an action is ultimately the
endorsement of one of the two dominating faculties, the rational or the dominating,
to perform that action in the absence of contradictory endorsement or the
endorsement of one of these cognitive faculties to perform an action and to overcome
the desire resulting from the opposing endorsement of the other faculty. Therefore,
the "endorsement of the utility of an action" in the absence of "contradictory
endorsement” or "dominance over the desire resulting from contradictory
endorsement™ creates a general deductive-law pattern in the realm of action in al-
Hikmah al-Muta'aliyah. Challenges of normativity, lack of causal explanation in the
face of conflicting desires, and determinism are three issues that pose challenges to
the theory of causal explanation in the Sadra’s theory.

Keywords: Soul Faculties, Foundations of Will, Causal Explanation, Deductive-
Law Pattern, Mulla Sadra.

Problem Statement

The discussion of discovering the causes of the occurrence of a phenomenon and its
connection to acquiring knowledge traces back at least to ancient Greece and the
views of Aristotle (Joseph, 2004, p118). According to Aristotle, true knowledge is
the kind of knowledge specifying the causes of a phenomenon's occurrence
(Aristotle, 1991, 71b). The discussion of "explanation of action" in contemporary
era has its roots in the reinterpretation of the Aristotelian doctrines by philosophers
of the modern era. Ultimately, this led to the formation of a branch of philosophy
known as "Philosophy of Science," through the efforts of Carl Hempel. According
to Hempel, the covering law pattern underlies all various forms of scientific
explanation, extending beyond just empirical sciences (Hempel, 2001, p 295). Based
on the model of causal explanation, whenever the essential and general laws of
human action can be discovered, knowledge of action is attained.

This research aims at comprehensively examine Mulla Sadra’s works in order to
uncover and critique the deductive pattern of his doctrines regarding action. Since
merely enumerating proximate and remote causes of intention, such as conceiving
and endorsement of utility and desire, does not address the questions posed by the
issue of explaining action, the fundamental question of this research is, within such
a process, Is a causal explanation of action possible within the Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy or not? In other words, can the foundations and causes of intention be
formulated in the form of the major premise in a deduction, resulting in the



¥ Q,g-JEAJbMM)oJAs‘SIchoLEJJI 3T

realization of an action termed "action A," and what implications does the acceptance
of such an explanation entail?

Method

The research methodology of this study is descriptive-analytical. In this method, an
attempt is made to provide a comprehensive description of Mulla Sadra's opinions
by referring to his various works. Then, by analyzing his views based on logical
implications, a critique of the causal explanation of action in his philosophy is
conducted.

Findings and Results

According to Sadra, action is the intentional act of a human being with his/her
second-order awareness (Mulla Sadra, 1981, vol. 2, p. 223). Therefore, to explain
action, it is necessary to discover the causal chain and foundations that facilitate the
two elements: second-order awareness and intentional act in Sadra's philosophy.
According to Mulla Sadra, the foundation of intention is the endorsement of utility
by either the dominating faculty (Mulla Sadra, 1984, p. 269) or practical intellect
(Mulla Sadra, 1975, p. 261; also 1980: 188), and the source of second-order
awareness is practical intellect as well. In his view, if there is no conflict between
the judgments of these two faculties, intention and then action result, and if there is
a conflict, the dominant desire becomes intention, and action emerges.

What matters in the process of action is "endorsement of utility." The subsequent
stages of action occur mechanically after the endorsement of utility. Considering this
point, the general law pattern of action in Sadra's philosophy can be formulated as
follows:

"Whenever S believes that action A is beneficial to him/her and this belief does not
conflict with another belief, or in case of conflict, it prevails over the opposing belief,
S performs action A if there is no physical obstacle."

This statement clarifies that Sadra believes in a causal explanation of action.
According to him, the cause of an action's occurrence is either the endorsement of a
cognitive faculty to perform that action without any contradictory endorsement or
the endorsement of a cognitive faculty to perform an action and to overcome the
contradictory endorsement. Therefore, "belief in the utility of an action™ is the cause
of action in the absence of contradictory belief or prevailing over contradictory
belief.

Challenge of normativity and challenge of lack of causal explanation in the face of
conflicting desires are two challenges that affect Sadra's theory of causal
explanation. In addition to these two challenges, the removal of agency from the
explanation of action and the acceptance of determinism are necessary implications
of Sadra’'s theory. Such an explanation of action contradicts our intuition and
conscience.
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