Journal Researches of Quran and Hadith Sciences, Vol.20, No.2, Serial. 58, Summer 2023
http://tgh.alzahra.ac.ir/ Alzahra University

Qur’anic Readings Prevalent in Iran in the Fourth Century: Case Study
of Recorded Readings in Qur’anic Manuscripts in the Library of Astan-e
Quds-e Radawi

Elaheh Shahpasand?
Mozhgan Azimiyan?
Received :2022/07/25
Accepted: 2022/09/06
DOI: 10.22051/TQH.2022.39869.3557
DOR: 20.1001.1.20082681.1402.20.2.8.8

Abstract

The accounts of the Quranic readings prevalent in the various Islamic countries in the early
centuries are scanty and sometimes inaccurate. Therefore, it is necessary to examine the
objective evidence that remains from this period. One of the most important objective
evidences is the readings recorded in the ancient manuscripts of each region. In order to
determine the readings of the Quran in 4th century Iran, this study examines the recorded
readings in three complete Quranic manuscripts and three groups of Quranic manuscripts in
the library of Astan-e Quds-e Radawi. By creating a table of 1001 words and statistically
recording the similarity of the recorded readings of these words in each manuscript with ten
readings, as well as the remaining cases from the authority of 'Abti Hatam and 'Abt ‘Ubayd,
which were reportedly common in Iran at the time, it is concluded that in the fourth century
the reading of a particular person was not common in Iran. For the readings of these codices
are not only compatible with each other, but also with the reading of one of the famous
readers. Their calligraphy most resembles the Basra codex and least resembles that of the
Levant. At the stage of recording the readings, they are also remarkably similar to the
readings of 'Abt “‘Amr and 'Abi ‘Ubayd. In fact, the readings of these codices are based on
the Iraqi reading of "Abi.Amr, whose criteria include "agreement with the reading of most
of the ten readers." This justifies the remarkable degree of similarity with both readings of
"Abii ‘Ubayd and °Abii Hatam, especially that of the *Abi ‘Ubayd.
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