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The role of historical photographs in the development of critical thinking in history
education

fathi’
Abstract

Human visual experience is primarily due to his learing, understanding and reaction to his
environment. Leaming in humans is done in different ways. One of these methods is using photos.
By looking at a photo, people convey images to their minds, the human brain is very interested in
analyzing and storing information visually, to the point where it even stores the relationship
between objects and information in a visual form, not verbally. . Therefore, the use of photos in
teaching history, if it is done with the teacher’s design and thinking and observing the principles
of leaming and teaching, will strengthen visual literacy and develop critical thinking skills in
students. Critical thinking means a set of attitudes and thinking skills that are used for analysis,
understanding and reasoning. Leaming to think critically requires practice, and using photos in
teaching is a good practice in this field. The question of the present research is how the use of
historical photographs in history education leads to the development of critical thinking in
students. The findings of the research, which were conducted using historical analysis and
evidence-based methods, indicate that the use of historical photos has led to the development of
visual literacy of leamers and the representation of past realities, and by strengthening the power
of interpretation, analysis and evaluation in the development of critical thinking. Leamers play a
role.
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