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Revolution of Iran

Introduction: Development is a multidimensional pro-
cess that contains economic, social, cultural, and politi-
cal aspects. Programs that have been implemented so far,
have largely focused on economic growth and industrial
development, and greatly neglected the social and cul-
tural factors of growth. In this research, social develop-
ment has been analyzed.

Method: Quantitative content analysis was implemented
in this study. Social development has been examined by
two indicators of welfare and humanitarian. The statistical
population is the laws of the five development programs
before the 1327-1356 (1979-1948) revolution and the
laws of the five development plans after the 1368-1394
(1989-2015) Islamic Revolution. Since the materials of
the research comprise all the laws of civic and develop-
mental plans, there is no sampling in the research.
Findings: In the development laws before and after the Is-
lamic Revolution, in the context of social development,
the welfare indicators and humanitarian index of social
development have been emphasized in each period. Be-
fore and after the Islamic Revolution, much attention has
been paid to some of the humanitarian indicators of de-
velopment that have received no attention (political and
social Proliferation, equality of rights).

Discussion: In both of the pre and post-revolutionary
plans, each plan had a greater emphasis on development
indicators than the pre-growth plan. But what is clear is
the fact that from the perspective of development planners
in Iran, social development means addressing one of its
dimensions, that is, visible and material indicators, while
not paying attention to the human characteristics is one of
the disincentives factors of development.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction: Planning is a process of thinking about social, economic, cultural,
political, and physical issues, having orientation and foresight in relationships,
comprehensive goals and highly integrated in the restrictive policy of plan. Plan-
ning in Iran to move towards development began scientifically and well before the
Islamic Revolution, in 1327, and ended with the implementation of five develop-
ment plans prior to the Islamic Revolution in 1356, the last Iranian development
plan. In the aftermath of the Islamic Revolution, a decade after the revolution and
the ceasefire of the Iran-Iraq war, Iran’s development plans began again in 1368,
and by 1394, five economic, social, and cultural development plans have been
implemented in the country. Plans that have so far been developed in the name of
development by foreign or domestic experts or by the participation of both parties
in recent decades and implemented in “underdeveloped” countries have largely
focused on economic growth and industrial development, and social and cultural
factors of growth have been largely neglected. However, nowadays, development
is viewed as a multidimensional process that requires the reorganization and re-
orientation of the complex economic, social, and cultural system. In this study, we
seek to reflect one of the multiple dimensions of development called “social de-
velopment” in the five pre-revolutionary development plans (1327-1356) and the
five economic, social and cultural development plans of the Islamic Republic of
Iran after the revolution (1394-1388). The United Nations Regional Development
Center considers social development to be the provision of social services required
by citizens, emphasizing on improving the quality of lives of people by providing
education, work, health, housing, social welfare, land reform, local development,
safety from natural disasters, the different sections of society including women
and children, and so on.

Method: The present study uses quantitative content analysis with emphasis on
the explicit and tacit aspects of the text, all five periods before the Islamic Revo-
lution and five periods of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Economic, Social, and
Cultural Development Plan. Textual content analysis is an important method in
social studies and communication sciences that can be used to quantify a variety of
issues in the press, radio and television, cinema, cartoons, interviews, and music.
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Social development has been examined with two indicators: “welfare” indicators
and “humanistic” indicators, which have been designed using theoretical literature
and empirical research background. The materials used in the current study com-
prise the laws of the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth development plans before
the 1327-1356 revolution and the laws of the first, second, third, fourth, and fifth
development plans of the Islamic Republic of Iran after the Islamic Revolution of
1368-1394. Since the materials used in the research are all laws of development
and development plans, there is no sampling in the research.

Findings: The first result obtained from the analysis of the pre-revolution plans is
that the first plan pays little attention on the development indicators and from the
second result, one can understand that the welfare approach dominates in all five
pre-revolutionary development programs, and the disadvantage of all these plans
is that some of the indicators (political proliferation, ethnic equality) are ignored in
any of the five civil plans. If we want to make a third conclusion, according to the
principle analysis of the pre-revolutionary development plan documents, in the di-
mension of welfare development indicators, the fifth development plan is the best
and most complete one that has paid sufficient attention to all seven indicators, and
the weakest plan is the first plan of the pre-revolutionary civilization wherein little
attention has been paid to other indicators.

Regarding the post-revolution development programs, it can be said that each pro-
gram pays more attention to social development in both dimensions of humanitar-
ian and welfare indicators than the previous ones, but what can be deduced as a
second result from this initial study is that in each plan, the welfare approach rela-
tive to the social development has been far more important than the humanitarian
approach, and more attention has been paid to it. Whereas in both sections of the
welfare and humanitarian indexes, some indicators have been ignored and some
have been understood.

Discussion: In most of the previous studies, social development was known as
only one dimension, and it was the improvement of welfare indexes in human
life. But in the present study, the next dimension is added to social development in
line with new theories and the human development approach of Thasin statistics,
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and that is the humanitarian dimension of social development. The reason for the
humanitarian dimension of social development in this research is that it is the goal
of all development plans before and after the revolution, as well as the constitu-
tion and all planning has mostly been on human development and excellence.
This is not possible except in paying attention to the humanitarian indicators of
social development in planning. In the present study, therefore, to examine social
development in the context of pre-revolutionary and post-revolutionary programs,
two indexes were considered: 1) welfare 2) humanitarian indicators. Based on
the analysis of the pre and post - revolutionary plans, it can be seen that the post
- revolutionary programs with a little more attention than the pre - revolutionary
programs were more effective and comprehensive. But as it has been clear in all
the programs, each program is designed and implemented regardless of the weak-
nesses of the previous programs. Therefore, it is needed to refer to sophisticated
work in all programs.
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