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Abstract

According to some thinkers, “cross™ is known as one of the Persian Ara-
bic words. This word is one of the words that, due to various develop-
ments, its meaning and initial usage have undergone changes and have
been transferred from one religion to another and from one language to
another. The importance of this research is that the Arabic words, due to
the lack of rich etymological background, are subjected to a semantic
revision so that the meaning of the verses of the Holy Qur'an is protected
from any conceptual errors and mistakes for the audience. This research,
with a descriptive-analytical method, examines the semantics and the
course of the semantic and cultural evolution of the Arabic word "cross"
and its origin and how it entered the Arabic language and the Qur‘an.
The results of this research show that the Arabic word "cross” is from
the Persian root "chalupa”, which was taken as a symbol of sun worship
from the ancient Iranian civilization and was used in most of the ancient
civilizations. During the religious and cultural developments in various
civilizations and ethnicities, this symbol was first referred to as "the gal-
lows" and after the crucifixion of Jesus (pbuh), it became known as the
holy and exclusive symbol of Christians. Then, by finding its way into the
Arabic language, the concepts of "hardness", "backbone” and "hanging"
have also developed in meaning. In the Holy Quran, the two concepts of
"man's backbone" and "being hanged" are used in various derivatives.
Keywords: Semantics, an Arabic word, "cross", crucifix, Persian, evolu-
tion.
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