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The Lives of Qabalas: Annotation, Transcription and Regis-
tration

Of Documents in Early Modern Iran

Nobuaki Kondo

Abstract: The article describes the tradition of documentation
as a part of written culture in early modem Iran. Unlike book
manuscript in pre-modem period, on which one can easily
expect that it has the readers and copyists, a traditional qabala
or private deed, such as a sale deed, a lease deed, a loan deed, a
marriage deed or a waqf deed, which were drawn up at Sharia
courts, one might not expect that it would be read by the public
or be copied by copyists. However, historical evidences show us
that these kinds of documents also were sometimes referred to
again and again. Sometimes they were annotated, transcribed,
and registered later. In other words, the gabalas also had their
own lives: some information added to them as annotation in the
course of time, and their information was transmitted to other
type of documents.

Keywords: Qabala, Annotation, Transcription, Sharia courts,
the Texts of Qabalas, Qajar Period, Safavid Period.
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1. Werner, Christoph, “Formal Aspects of Qajar Deeds of Sale”, in Kondo, Nobuaki (ed.), Persian Documents: Social
History of Iran and Turan in the Fifteenth-Nineteenth Centuries (London: Routledge Curzon, 2003): pp. 13-49;

Riza'T, Umid, Dar-amadi bar asnad-i sar'i-i dawra-i Qajar (Tokyo: Research Institute for Languages and Cultures

of Asia and Africa, 2008).

2. Cowan, J.M., (ed.), The Hans Wehr Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic (New York: Spoken Language Services,
1976): pp. 739, 741.

948l yed) aldy oo (4508 3-blo)d YFW_YFFY Lot @ Simyd im0 oz



Oy Olyal Jalol 39 Slwl o g & ludtunl (5550 il o allid LS [all__io]

0lgise-359g0 Jlgal s bled g (e w32 b iasIlo o0siS (youdimalud (g oL sl 3yl g0
bgoyo diloj poyogolaidlg elaiz! Sad)ds dSl (gg—so (Sui) do lgaidilmalld wedS
L@-’TP@ Lode g a0 4SS (wy 8 by b\ adLd Lol (o cy3aw olyal Jolgl 3o . adauis 5o

S50 G2owal e ub )

SyRaile

Jlw ey 00530 s bimg 331 i S dolidisylo o S g iy 3o 45 (51 adLS digads 1yl
Sladieo do Sy (1) loz S5 b olrom (Sl Vb8 sy 15 gl oo Mo P IV 54
wlyoblasmuw 4,8 IS0l i JS3l o o SOl oz SIS0 31 pgses uann 3l ogsns 0335
@ dobasdlon b o ol 0S99 plegi i coud d Bl Vb oy lim anmolle
P390 powre a3 13 Ll 3o ySasdles .o JolS deliaso sl

319,158 buug 33 ol e .3l 095 50yl p233g5 1)8 Sl ULl SLalS oSy i ol
LS laldo Goauaibolo s gl (H8e8 o g0 pit 2ol 0 g Byl S
Sloz g Jarm it i ol yls polatis ! Glinloygo olyom a3 esme b bl pomon
9 @2ual oz S (2150 9 0095 W y00 9 Lo (Sl yw Cwly a3l CcoinB (1ol 53 100
A st ddgl 3o loalld ol cln eoed 5l ddo duw 3ol .3yS 0 Lo lgi so |y yoo

3o.a5leals pleol o sgioe o0 as by Sladss g so sl cilyo (BB 3929 bl L
VAFA/IYAS 0y (6550 bl o ey bl iy a5 o Moo dolidyls
Bodll b el 2ye by b ol gl o g o Gyl50 31 iy JLuw el a5 9yl 392
Q) Cole 30 AAUB g i ol il o 4 a8 0 (509 0y—uw 03B Sl pozyoll Lo
5ol S el IWAS s il 50 g s ey s o ogso - Juis g
008 by s Sumn 81 s e o 31 €6 632 dd Lovun> dud Lo )2 wyle
Oegr el (Lo 0 s y5000 Sy B0l 3 00 paice Lyl plS 5 03 y3Lo By
U0 300 0 (309w § € Bl Golio (12 o0 0348 0.0 (109 § e gl R Tl

.C,gy.»“(CLJUb.aoj 0due) L

AFA u[ﬁ OFYY IJLL«EQM lyes olSeaals ZJL%LS\C
el 8 hasile (Gl (S0 30 aS 0390 (12yIBgyRe Loy lim (ol S S50 pelme O
o Oy gdalys ¢ Loy Werner, “Formal Aspects”: pp. 42-3: S «a=ilo gl duasluoo oy S gl
A\
SOl @ igs (93850 gise Lyl gl Y
Kondo, Nobuaki, “Shi‘i ‘Ulama and Ijaza during the Nineteenth Century,” Orient, XLIV (2009): pp. 55-76.
.8 Werner, “Formal Aspects”: pp. 18, 20.

YV B)Jd.ui
Y0yl VF L

V5o



u.mg,.muh v
¥ oylown VF
VETgas0dgolsye

Oy Olyal Jalol 39 Slwel e g & ludtunl (5550 il Lo allid LS [ll__o]

el tadloa iz ksl w45 35S o 8y 305500 308 b ol et dso
Lol £03y5 3l 0y big s dS il L sorwly2 Coaand aduiins - 23103yS Guauaiily Ly Lixel lgsl
bl S oy 3yS oo colily dholo el i aS Lol .ol 0560 2 oo B9  lges

33 02305570 335 3B 813y T 331 )i 33 1y S 45 S 330 @3V 30 50 Jgaw s by ol

L-Lobd&gLf.o A VLS.«'L
e dEnbiabaile

W5 o

olSiilo 635 ye dlsolis
Ob plidgySeo lned
ollae) A B QS YY
o5l (6350 diliulis
(0lyes

o ol oLzl 03358 90 " e\ Y FO Jo VIR pig s 35550 doliadg y s digos
ogas ploz g 0oz S0 Jol i 451 51486880« gl aiuS g (risnmxo L Mo gl o
0 dS el Gl dabitBg sl S0 cyal 33055 Lymeanli 390 0y dlseoyo (s Ly Slas|
JSoslalye s 316 lgum (g s Juol ddus .04 0 bgsyo (wlie Sliwl aBg glges
& Lol sl Slgun 43S 0 E Ll WY Jom am0jl g3l yo BBl g Byleo wylig Bl

\H)

TYY G 0adg ) e« So dll g Jlgol JS oyloalylyl SlEgl yloile A

SO seed wlnje gl e

KONDO, Nobuaki. “The Waqf of Ustad ‘Abbas: Rewrites of the deeds in Qajar Tehran,” in Id. (ed.), Persian Doc-

uments: Social History of Iran and Turan in the Fifteenth-Nineteenth Centuries (London: Routledge Curzon, 2003):
pp. 106-28.



Oy Olyal Jalol 39 Slwl o g & ludtunl (5550 il o allid LS [all__io]

adgl sl 33 53550 BBl 0510130 39750 Fus xS0 (amad 1l cuSyi g v Juol JS_i
Vo (555 g Bgdmeo 0ylal T wgeeoli 31 s

Sz 00353l oo STy st Gl 5y Bo ol ¢ ol o ) LS g diogSyo wlgSi 0
3@ (swwldS (G opodamo Bl diged Gl t0dylo gyl LSl 5y . 0yS samLiio caildiigs
IR PO I PS JRNER CUNRICRUPRIcAL £ NPy SN FRY IRCUNP WP N
S Lodslysue (8 y0l 30 Bl 05 S0 Spiee .35 B20uai \WAY JgUlgolos yo Iy sicu
SPRPNCIRVSED RIS JOVHE [FUP IRCINICE SRORYPE RUNCA) S| JUFES- P SOOI
39533 dS w3 5o i b 6y Ko duiole ol .0yS Faawai Weo SLUlgoloz )0 STl pLud
Toazaly e Liseo Glale 3 g byl catizes 1ylagiizes i 9 g3l o Sl i g o
STy £35S 50 Sl doww (b sz giizns 1l polne o ol o Tyl . adl08yS ol

310 39055 48850 sLiel 33 e o

@ bguye 088 s b GelS (394 50 el B )3 IS a3l (65503 € 95 ol 2 g8
ol 985S0 x8 0oliiuwl 390 Bolx Slaea 13 Syt lgie o b v el 5920
el (50515 395 1330 BB dS il asiS oo Laduiioly ol gl wig sy b 6y 50 dinl
889 obul ao1y3S0 S 3yl50 iy - olesl o Jsb du as sz il un o Bgd> soles a8
1333)S 50 5 Saisle [y oSl asgione By g dslro

Sy s @lgaw L3 Lo do B 3yl b 63 S bl 0321 3280 Lrawry 10 031 (30 (opdilieo
0650 (Sloaus Bl ol gladudS (g 3o

& Lol
bt Gl dsuws 3l (ol dgad bo (Jg g0 WAV Jliw B lwdiwl diwd (S8 doged
ol bl do Lol ] 00— dugl ol o jl ddwd 3z 693150 53 . 0l 30 3355 (1)y3
S0l 58 dgad gl 1e8yS o JSib podeiino 5o} 0393l Ly ol 3l Sl ddund c3)lg0
DAFF ) )8 oLindmocid 095 15 yo yasSul .ol YOO JoVlgoy 090 &yl du gldsewi b
Jieo a ol 4y . 8yS (1558 0lo duw (530 0300 ke YO L Aol sbiel 3l csbogs FO= (WVAY

-390 0l5 ESw ddxo 30 LSS du g

dSoylalyo bl cad g Pl ¢ oloy aual iSO Flwciiwlil & o3yl 9yg0 )0yt dio le Mol gy )
QDAY (ot )& odisindion 30 ol 1 8lEgl
S0 159l a0l gl dozyig igie WY
KONDO. ” The Waqf of Ustad ‘Abbas”: pp. 114, 117, 125, 126.
Cewl glosuzwy Sy dlolso dS oy iz dloleo Y701 -VAF-9 (b asew (ol Glo ol i8I\

YV B)Jd.ui
Y0yl VF L

\FY



Qv.bg).ccbui» v
F ol P L

VETgas0dgolsye

Oy Olyal Jalol 39 Slwel e g & ludtunl (5550 il Lo allid LS [ll__o]

\FY

uu&uﬂuwgo OlaSyi " cwl olayy8 2oyl ass Jw g \YOY fuybau OT’ZMI
3ok 4o el L g y0 30 gl Lol cadtiwnd i o VMo g (i (Gl o plad el
o o Lol s g bl 530320 08555 38 095 5l 0 ool s
a0z plol Gagodazoyio )0 dSSle .l ]y dloyize (S Ygb (gl b ygo Slog y00
iy JOl e U flaud) cealas (1S yue iy yiis & 0 yo0 Yoo tasla o aSiol y 1yl yes
Lol Joiiall g Jginoll polz JooWl g ¢ o5-all 63 p¥uWl goliie lotino Sl

S oye als BV cuclos g dnaz alol Bl (8l slpnall dugs (Vo)

dg00 5ly tSloai d8LAl ¢yl du dS 8318 9929 W d i Gly o (Sl Yo ¢l 3o (939
Goblyiwl yamaaso Mo ol o0 el (3350 (3l 39 - 503130 yg—0gdl o VIS syl
233350 084 390 &l 1o 33 Slguw G g 10 Zu s el 085S 301y Slguw g ol

oo dugi plojamygb e plam b (ol ddwws g3l Glin 9yg0 0y pudlo 0
05z pogiatte Yo b Ll el o g sl lddd 4035 89 el 9929 b
aSyablom (Flucdiuwl dS wilodgas ol ey yolzo 15183 Aol d8y b . 8o oo & lawcdinl

ol 0390 3 Sia (Sl 532 00 ol

Slwl el § groge o I ada s0 il g duinss d..:gi? hol sluwl a5 puloass d>gio
Elonyl LS S g g (£ )b yudzno Y500 b (0 dS il 3929 oS £ 93 90 - aulo 50
.P.mouo

Sy i 450 (I

o255 55180 Lyl il d 3959 03 —iin 58 o il o JS i db 1183 33 S5 o Melso 458
P-‘DLS%BZ&-’ 4Uo')§‘0)l_'.>|‘&g..u Ug%wl&bob)béw&.bwwbﬁggguod.o@
&J)M)éMp&mgmMMLyM)ddSc\\ijlam)iéuﬂga..&.)_\.uuuo
9 i sl ot 38520 53183 39 e il 50 355 50 3By o iz Sy b 2

1SS el gl S sesdanSelh oyer b Jon 188 s oMl 448 o aS i 03l
Kondo, Nobuaki, “Moneylending in Qajar Tehran: Analysis of ‘Stipulated’ Sale Deeds” [in Japanese], Seinan-Ajia
Kenkyu, LXIII (2005): pp. 14-40.
FAF-A-YFO-0 (b e olyl o olewl a5 N
0935 @@M» 2oy el i ST Lol ctjlix;\? Slads i g gl il UMbl ghs V0
VO VoA Lot oS (cdicindiin v o «l=18



Oy Olyal Jalol 39 Slwl o g & ludtunl (5550 il o allid LS [all__io]

Plokesnd yudzmoyils  Jolieys . 0355 0 g 055 S g3l 9550 G0 dmiko il g 83390 0L
Syl yidzxa 383 iz 5| LA S . 20ldid)S1,8 cdad vyge b sl oaddislud plais
@ bguyo S 1psS e )il 580 g0 du il )3 . 2S£ 9yl il 0390 )8 B B o ey
155 45578 90 3 S Cannl 16395 4l L s ) by (5099 3 52 §0Loam0 s
3001 B 130530 995 4 Syl b yil8s ol o Ve adylo BAS5 amdig 138 0 dad
B¢ 5l ey Silede gyl SUS 3 0l g8 Sl guityllye dSiul o el o ol
losges Lasly

alol2o OV Lol 63995385 5)WAQ g WWAF (gl J s 3o dlolso AAY Lol oolSiu 580
iR ds aug i o dgio 00 (il Lo adylo s [ Wes BVl (gl Jaw du g yo
2 olyslo o di8)S iy guo wiloleo dusyaslian )l i .dyS 5o ploul ylisyslxe yo
Sloceladl ezgl B Ui \malld 5l 9 403 45 3,5 Ul Llgis0 8 099 AL Ll
Ay eiennys e & 3l o gl loj o wiidlal o\l il s o Jolis y yudlono
2l 03g (S 33180 i Glylo duylo B eyds yudlxo plod dS 310 3929 dudy
(830U 50 & lucidinol g 0353 ddizs 43 oS> allL8 dSCul 9yg.0 50 Sle Ubl (ool ol yilds
oS 0605 (Glym 150 50 S 351818 53 3ol Sl g g U duiinmxs 3 £ o0 dS |
ol el paSecwl63yS e SHWWYY (Sl galos pgwgcuns Fybido gldobdsyle
aSST o . 938 930S 8 iy o 0l e b 1y liawgy sloz 3l g 1305 1S 0l mala)
Ol WAY Glas s pgig s 2oyl gl dS 0gy ol el 03yS el ly a LS (ol xdSoo
33t aholsis gliol alllyiS AVl ol ) soz ol 95551 0,5 ALl 153 (o s
HtnsBly s mse e

1391 6380 w3l Glg05 lgs e wMlelso Loguas 3o

SO slede wlellho Cussg gl N
Ze'evi, Dror, “The Use of Ottoman SharTa Court Records as a Source for Middle Eastern Social History: A Reap-
praisal”, Islamic Law and Society, V (1998): pp. 35-56.
B3us duwdaSme U iolg)  olay del oy ditie g lop oS JSidu oS80 WY
79 S g bl oygunio g (6935180 (LAY T3 1lhes) 30l sgiemel zdSo)
(Ol 2yl 85 1y e3) 63l s Baim Sl g ygp Al Lbd sy yo 10y o g Ll
L0AQ
QTUL)LQJ_L Ungylel gy 20 \WAY 151063035180 nlyng el 03gs 10 iyl uwlal yyalael ol MA
5 385 el o b LS5 sl s gl ol
Kondo, Nobuaki, “Shari‘a Court Records from Tehran in the Second Half of the Nineteenth Century” [in Japanese],
The Journal of Oriental researches, LXX/2 (2011): pp. 420-389.
Yo Lol Baloseow . obend H(Lolig) (olsy duel N4

YV B)Jd.ui
Y0yl VF L

\FF



u.v.bg).mbui» v

Yo

Y

5yla P s

392040931950

Oy Olyal Jalol 39 Slwel e g & ludtunl (5550 il Lo allid LS [ll__o]

VA0

du&[?d)ewtswybw M)M@TWJ'OQIOGSO)L?I Jg.a&ég))lé.)bmubo.o)\\c)a»
(g duaiiii 2heo d Jlw dus 03 gl SLTi8 38 UL yo ol ycol pgzyo yicss @il
VL] 00 J.?u.us).e,o u)lg;.u UT)I

139450 L8 (IS 1183 33 (256 Joms L 65500 Lasuiie JUie
L0l s yind g 3ol g Vo 1y yin o) Jdidinad) ooVl slos ol gud) »

Sladgaive puussexo Bl o 15 e doga s (2w y dobdsybuo dlg—w gy 50 Yo
M Canl 00l iy 03 Aiseo WAF Jluo JaWlzay VA iy a0 Bl ol g

3820 )2 Sl s ¢ ol Sbiol il 45 3335 oSl gy I dligad
(003 50 & luwiiuol ol yo |y iy g0 g ldrasas plad aSly [a5au] (i Liddl g 0000 (83—
3303550 4y el Sl (gl (Pl 330 lgis o (585 judmo el 3183 iom
ol LS (T G -l Seaw 3 30200 )90 83003 S 03955030 (S 0 (2l 18 3
2345839 Sl g g Mo sigd T e 0y )3 Slas g ) Sgauys dzoliaslias
SaVlgolos paia s Toame oS s Jluw duw .0 e WA dd 165 0k g Caanss
Oy S 0yl i g Ly K0 e ol a2y bl 502 Sl VAD
o233 iy 583 9\ ANB s ddyog s bl ol s Ll ™ol gy 2
S 0)bgd Elmiiinl 5y 0l )d el (ol g By 0 S o (dgiene 183 y0 LS

)50 l)8 dslye 3350
LS ddlws (o

23005 B |y 3T oo 45 3 o Jolit y Lo b e oS\l B dinlins 13380 pg0 ¢ o3
Sl lisabsl 355 Jlo s 358 cauSUlo du U a5 ool eails 9gzg glodisade JS_is
(35983 69b5 Ulgel Ghyls dS 5w cils sg iy 5 Vgb o ol gl Sl sls o

33335 50 4 295 oAl sl

0352030 36280 Sbusol didliws 3ol el Shod 2 yo ¢ 23S 0 03Lil ()] b Ll yo &S Jgl diges
32300 02336 L5 005 (398 slieol B a5 el Juosyl 3 (B VPO 0LSg) ol o frusis
©lolie}l )80 S3lis Sivsanehy ol )10 992 Al il i 99955 50
0 di L GO dizeo (Glys 45 3yS dg3 AVe Jluy s (AYS_AYF L) cwloglbo ol ybys

A FFF Loty Ai\\‘}@é S yiamn 3> {iolg) gy dumw g ol oyguaio Ve
\uquo ‘b_‘\ \ \_Ao @QL&OM v ‘(W_L)S&J) k_r‘luo‘) AJ_/Q| An
WY o Lo TY



Oy Olyal Jalol 39 Slwl o g & ludtunl (5550 il o allid LS [all__io]

b 6391803 Vo PA s JgUIRms 5 S il lucs sl oo de Lol ™ easl € 52y Joxo g
013211038033 9 353100455 ke joidd duund 93y . wwl i8S )8 Ly 0 9390 yioS el
300 Sl G louds s g Sohuo Bgue 4858 . 8394 50 5310455 (41303 50 liuwl
3 anlogb ol loyd . 83,5 50639102y il bguyo Susio sbuwl g 65louys biuwg g
P 45 g JSuino 0o L33 183 0 gy Shad) gy s s AV Jg Yl
el (59840 s (s Sl Sy plaS g 3ylo olaisl dsdy b8g dy Slo plaS g 0als
Sl 3o &yl g $lbgl dgupn gz 30 990 plolwds pladis o) Ol ©Bg8g0 0lol bolyds
399 040 4R Sl SR 9l 00339 sy b g0 SUwl ol ygiuws oL g0 S
Al doSno0 33188 BU s .aulad idloe gges g a3 1y Tl 05 6,10 a5 1y slwwl 45
S B lylad L oliol g W olad oo o Jolis y slowl [yie] diy bidd el 3

sy 509 30 o (69 30y b Wliyiuald o gy o ol 3o pliisguado iy

Sodolicady glodmbuwg v 020 (181 63lno> & o dlwl S dmbww cdS plgi 0

23 For this version, see Morton, A.H., “The Ardabil Shrine in the Reign of Shah Tahmasp I”, Iran, XII (1974):
pp- 31-64, esp. pp. 32-6; Aubin, Jean, “La propriété fonciére en Azerbaydjan sous le Mongols”, Le Monde Iranien
et U'Islam, IV (1976-7): pp. 79-132, esp. pp. 89-93; Gronke, Monika, Derwische im Vorhof der Macht: Sozialund
Wirtschaftsgeschichte Nordwestirans im 13. und 14. Jabrbundert (Stuttgart: F. Steiner Verlag, 1993): pp. 18-24;

xxxxdi o Juody) ) ais ol dsdy Sl Cny08 t olaSsl oo odlolec

See also Rizvi, Khishvar, The Safavid Dynastic Shrine: Architecture, Religion and Power in Early Modern Iran(London:
LB. Tauris, 2010): pp. 102-23.

2 Bg S el g o 53l G ugs Sogane ol oy dition di s o3l gl ool

WAsidy s yg0l g BlEgl (ylojluw 0lyes) o domo dgammo iulig f Jued sl e fuis asiy

(o

il el 00 AdlES et el Sy 003 il LT (SOt il ol gho T

A s Mg}im doyo 5 8bdinyy Yo oohod MANAA Lo (NAFY/ L W) T ot dlmas s

oylenl gl Q;‘cab sl gane dii Lolyam (1700 () )l ye308islo (g3 ye 5l50liS )0 090 lolew

S o0 o ey 8 olainltS wleMbl gy o

(Zarinebaf-Shahr, Fariba, “Economic activities of Safavid women in the shrine-city of Ardabil”, rSt, XXXI (1998):
pp- 246-61).

o bl ol 80 loaswi (a30s) (yite ys sz LIBLANFYA Yo a3l o aS 3y oy la5

b elmas s (gl glyloige .o & oalF OV V0 glo Sl dy bogsyo i waie Lol astl

olpleigo N \=OWF iy s fFOY. (o f\lﬁégj_ifo (83530 dBuliS (yly_piolSisla YV Fe o

My as(0F00 s @Lﬁg)im (53S0 BlE0liS (o3 oSl ) VYoV [ as sloe s (bl

plodls gl lyes ol 555y @@wéuwgw 4 189 (0. AINFA-OISA.

25 The royal order is published in Fragner, Bert, “Das Ardabiler Heiligtum in den Urkunden”, WZKM, LXVII
(1975): pp. 178-88.

26 Bertel’s, E.E., (ed.), Iz arxiva Sepxov Dzujbari: materialy po zemel'nym i torgovim otnosenijam Sredniej Azii XVI veka
(Moscow: Izdatel’stvo Akademii Nauk SSSR, 1938).
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See also Werner, Christoph, “Soziale Aspekte von Stiftungen zugunsten des Schreins von Imam Riza in Mashad,
1527-1897”, in Meier, Astrid, Pahlitzsch, Johannes and Lucian Reinfandt (eds.), Islamische Stiftungen zwischen
Jjuristischer Norm und sozialer Praxis (Berlin: Akademie Verlag, 2009): pp. 167-89.
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Werner, Christoph, An Iranian Town in Transition: A Social and Economic History of the Elites of Tabriz, 1747-1848
(Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz Verlag, 2000): p. 85
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