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Development of Roman Ingarden Phenomenological Thoughts in Aesthetic
Reception by Wolfgang Iser

Abstract

As a modern philosophical approach, the phenomenological movement emphasizes the role of the
perceiver or audience in the determination of meaning of text. Therefore, the phenomenological
approach becomes significant in the studies of artistic and literary works. Roman Ingarden, a Polish
philosopher, was the first classical phenomenologist who study literary work. Ingarden's
phenomenological aesthetics shows how we can approach a profound and more productive approach to
understanding the literary work of art. In addition, Wolfgang Iser achieved the fundamental concepts
of phenomenological aesthetics from Ingarden expanded significantly in the framework of aesthetic
reception. In this article, we discuss how phenomenological ideas are employed in the aesthetics
reception by the ideas of Ingarden through Iser. The purpose of this article is to discuss and analyze
three mutual key concepts of Roman Ingarden’s and Wolfgang Iser's phenomenological thoughts, that
is points of indeterminacy, empty spaces, and the process of concretization of the literary work of art,
which the difference between these two phenomenological aestheticians clearly defined in Aesthetic
Reception.

Keywords: Roman Ingarden, Wolfgang Iser, Phenomenology, Points of Indeterminacy, Empty Spaces,
Concretization, Aesthetic Reception.



