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e Cary Welch ,Stuart (1976), A King's Book of Kings, New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art.
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An Explanation to Musical Life of the Safavid Era Based on the Texts and
Travelogues of European Travelers

Abstract

In Safavid era, the art of Music has reached remarkable prosperity and growth under the support shown
to arts by royal families, kings and power institutions. In addition to royal court, the art of music was
active among ordinary people in places like coffee houses and pubs during Safavid era. Also at the time
and in a bid to survive, the music turn to religion; accordingly, an effective and bilateral relation was
established between music and religion given the prohibitions of the Shia religion on the art of music.

This article seeks to describe and analyze the place of music and musicians among Safavid kings,
different types of music and music instruments in that era by studying and reviewing the Safavid era
sources, particularly travelogues of European travelers as an important written source. The growth of
theoretical music in Safavid era does not match the previous eras but practical music was able to reach
remarkable growth in this era, as it was one of the main features of the monarchy, especially in form of
the chamber music. Later, this growth has shown its effects in next eras, Qajar era in particular.

Keywords: Chamber Music, Religious Music, Nagareh House Music, Coffee House Music, Safavid
Era.
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