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Abstract

So far, different interpretations of scholastic tax theory have been made. Some of them
emphasized the adoption of utility approach and others emphasized the adoption of the ability
to pay approach by scholastic thinkers. However, it seems that none of these interpretations
have been able to address the scholastic tax theory in a comprehensive assessment by examining
all angles of the theory. Accordingly, this study seeks to resolve the apparent conflicts by re-
evaluating the scholastic tax theory and presenting a new interpretation of this theory. Our
findings reveals that the main root of conflict goes back to the understanding of the society as
an analytical unit of tax theory. As a result, the scholastic tax theory can be evaluated as an
analytical synthesis between the classical approaches of taxation. Accordingly, taxation in a
utilitarian attitude is an implicit contract between society and the government, and as long as
governments pay attention to the common goods, society will be obliged to finance the
government. But the share of each member of the community in this public payment is not the
same. In this regard the ability to pay approach determines the share of each member of society.
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