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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Avrticle history: The oak forest environment of Chegni county has been neglected by the people and officials for
Received: 29 January many years and the area covered by these forests has decreased due to various reasons such as fire,
2022 cutting down trees by local communities (charcoal production) and drought and other natural
Accepted: 6 April 2022 factors. This study was conducted to evaluate and analyze the factors affecting the destruction of
Available online 21 oak forests in Chegni county of Lorestan province; The descriptive-analytical method used is

December 2022 based on library resources and a researcher-made questionnaire. The statistical population studied;
Experts are the subject of study and AMOS software has been used to analyze the measurement
model (relationship between indicators and latent variables) and structural model (relationship
between latent variables), the results showed; Environmental factors (drought and climate change,
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Natural disasters,
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change of use of forest lands by the natives, lack of firefighting facilities in the event of fire, lack
of decisive action against violators and ...), social and economic (the level of awareness of the role
and importance of natural resources and forests, overgrazing, literacy of indigenous communities,
livelihoods of indigenous communities, etc.) directly affect the destruction of oak forests in Chegni
county. Also, the results of evaluation and measurement criteria of the measurement model,
structural and overall fit of the model in the quantitative part of the research indicate the fact that
the effective components in the measurement model of environmental, social, economic and
managerial dimensions have a strong fit.

1. Introduction inappropriate distribution of the age of trees, etc.
The economic and social conditions governing
this vegetation area have caused it is so that the

residents of the forest areas depend to a large

Zagros forests, as the second natural forest system
of the country, play a very valuable role in

providing water resources and climatic balance of
the country, and like other forest areas of the
country, there are many risks such as drought,
fire, change of use, cutting of trees, overgrazing.
Livestock and especially the attack of pests and
plant diseases have faced. The combination of
these factors has ultimately caused the reduction
of the forest area, the reduction of the density of
vegetation in natural areas, the reduction or non-
reproduction of important plant species, the
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extent on the forest resources of this area to meet
their livelihood needs, and this has caused
excessive destruction of the forest in these areas.

Chegni County has expanded, and factors such as
pest, drought, destroying trees for agriculture and
animal husbandry, cutting trees to prepare
charcoal, dust and increasing the average air
temperature are the main reasons. Due to the
importance of this issue, the present research has
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analyzed and evaluated the factors affecting the
destruction of oak forests in Chegani county,
Lorestan province.

2. Methodology

The current research is applied in terms of its
purpose. The researcher made a questionnaire as a
data collection tool in order to measure and
explain the relationships and effects of variables
together. The statistical population under study; In
order to include topical and topical elites in
Chegani county of Lorestan, 25 people have been
selected as experts using the Delphi method (the
sample size selected based on the Delphi method
is usually between 5-25 people) for the purpose of
data analysis. Structural equation model method
has been used. For this purpose, AMOS software
was used to analyze the measurement model
(relationship  between indicators and latent
variable) and structural model (relationship
between latent variables).

3. Results

The research results showed; Environmental,
managerial, social and economic factors directly
affect the destruction of oak forests in Chegani
County. Also, the results of the evaluation and
measurement criteria of the measurement model,
structural and overall fit of the model in the
guantitative part of the research indicate the fact
that the effective components in the measurement
model of environmental, social, economic, and
managerial dimensions have a strong fit.

4. Discussion
In this research, the factors affecting the
destruction of forests in Chegani county were

Journal of Geographical Studies of Mountainous Areas 11 (2022) 99-113

categorized in managerial, economic,
environmental and social dimensions, the data
collected in this research were analyzed in the
form of structural equation model. In total, 4
variables, 3 measurement models and 23
indicators are the basis of the analysis of the
quantitative part of the research. With this
description, 9 indicators and components have
been considered for the environmental variable
measurement model, 4 indicators for the
managerial dimension measurement model, 4
indicators for the social dimension measurement
model and 6 indicators for the economic
dimension.

5. Conclusion

In this research, the factors affecting the
destruction of forests in Chegani county were
categorized in  managerial,  economical,
environmental and social dimensions, the data
collected in this research were analyzed in the
form of structural equation model. In total, 4
variables, 3 measurement models and 23
indicators are the basis of the analysis of the
guantitative part of the research. With this
description, 9 indicators and components have
been considered for the environmental variable
measurement model, 4 indicators for the
managerial dimension measurement model, 4
indicators for the social dimension measurement
model and 6 indicators for the economic
dimension.
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