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Abstract

Jaegwon Kim (1934-2019) was a contemporary Korean-American
philosopher whose research was on the philosophy of mind and metaphysics.
This paper undertakes an evaluative examination and critique of his stance
on the matter of mental causation. Kim's viewpoint on mental causation is
based on reductive physicalism. This is how mental events become causally
effective through the functional reduction of physical properties. He rejects
physicalism's non-reductive reading. And, he believes, it involves the
problem of over-determination. In his point of view, mental states can have
causal power if their neuro-physical causes have such properties. Within the
framework of the Canonical formulation of mental causation, the
phenomenon of causal over-determination results in a diminished degree of
causal efficacy associated with mental properties. Kim endeavors to expound
his conceptualization of mental causation by elucidating notions such as the
principle of causal exclusion, causation construed as production and closure
principles. The author endeavors to evince the plausibility of mental
causality. We argue that (1) supervening mental properties on physical
properties makes mental properties to be an epiphenomenon. (2) The Causal

!'. Research Paper, Received: 16/8/2022; Confirmed: 28/10/2022.

2, Ph.D. Student of Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran.
(Corresponding author). (mehmoghadas@gmail.com)

3, Professor in Philosophy, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran.

(ahesamifar@hum.ikiu.ac.ir).


mailto:ahesamifar@hum.ikiu.ac.ir
https://dorl.net/dor/20.1001.1.27832198.1402.4.1.6.1
https://mi.khu.ac.ir/article-1-194-fa.html

[ Downloaded from mi.khu.ac.ir on 2023-11-15]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.27832198.1402.4.1.6.1]

160/ Journal of Metaphysical Investigations (Extended Abstracts), Vol.4, No. 7, 2023, pp159-194

Exclusion Argument inadequately preserves the presence of mental
properties while simultaneously failing to provide a sufficient rejoinder to
the concerns posited by the Generalization Argument. (3) The independency
of mental properties from physical properties, and considering them as
nomological, are incompatible with each other; and (4) reading causation as
production contradicts physics' fundamental laws.

Keywords: Jaegwon Kim, Philosophy of Mind, Mental Causation, Causal
Exclusion, Physicalism, Reductive Physicalism.

Introduction

The problem of mental causation is one of the most significant issues in the
philosophy of mind. It does not have much history among philosophical
problems in this field. This may be because, in Greek and Medieval
philosophy, the principles of causal integrity and energy conservation were
not yet well understood. Mental causation covers a substantial part of our
daily lives. For example, the thought of spending time on vacation makes us
smile. My toe hits a stone and hurts. The aforementioned instances serve to
illustrate the interplay between the mind and the body, from which the source
of mental causation arises. In the second half of the twentieth century, mental
causation came to the center of philosophical debates. It is still at the center
of philosophical discussions.

The problem formulation can be presented as follows:

(1) Mental events cause physical events.

(2) The physical world is a causal realm.

(3) Physical events and mental events are not the same (principle of Non-
Identity).

(4) Physical events do not have comprehensive and systematic causal over-
determination.

These four preliminaries bring together the problem that the combination of
them with each other causes the contravention of one of them in such a way
that:

(@) The combination of (1), (2) and (3) contravenes premise (4).

(b) The combination of (2), (3), and (4) will contravene the premise (1); also
(c) The combination of (1), (3), and (4) will contravene premise (2); and
finally,

(d) The combination of (1), (2) and (4) contradicts premise (3).

In the following, Jaegwon Kim's view on mental causation is expressed.
Kim and Mental Causation
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Kim believes that an appropriate approach to mental causation should give
causal power to mental events. In addition, mental events must be able to
realize their effects. According to Kim, we care about mental causation
because human agency is significant to us, and the agency requires a
productive/generative conception of causation. Physical or mental effects
must be produced or generated by causes. Therefore, if such a direct
relationship between cause and effect cannot be observed, there is no causal
relationship between them. Kim believes that causal relationships exist when
energy flows between cause and effect.

Referring to the two currents of reductive and non-reductive physicalism,
Kim believes that the root of problem-solving should be sought in reductive
physicalism. According to him, the reductive type of physicalism should be
considered for mental causation. Kim says, as soon as we want to talk about
mental causation, we have taken a step on the path of reductive physicalism.
According to Kim, we can talk about mental causation as long as our mental
states have neuro-physical realizations. Therefore, from his perspective,
functional reduction takes place in such a way that any particular mental state
has effectiveness and causal power by its neural/physical realizers. Generally
speaking, Kim's conception of mental causation can be considered based on
the following principles:

1. Whatever is real must-have causal power?

2. Causal exclusion, which states that every event must be explained by a
complete and independent explanation.

3. The causal closure principle states that the physical world is causally
closed. That is, every physical event has a complete causal explanation
concerning another physical event.

4. The causal power of any object, event, or feature can be reduced to lower
causal power unless there is no lower level.

Using the above principles, Kim attempts to avoid contradictions in the
formulation of mental causation.

Discussion

Kim believes that mental properties supervene physical properties as
realized by neural/physical implementers. Therefore, mental properties,
except for physical realizers' causal power, have no causal power. So, there
is no independence for mental properties.

Expressing the argument of causal exclusion, Kim believes that mental
entities, including mental states and events, can be the cause of anything due
to their mental properties. The challenge of multiple realizations is like
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challenging mental properties' reality. Multiple realizations explain how
mental types can be independent of physical types and still have causal
efficacy. Based on multiple realizations, mental properties can be
distinguished from neuro-physiological properties. Accordingly, multiple
realizations rule out the ontological reduction of the mental to the physical,
while maintaining its explanatory reduction. Thus, if Kim is right, then these
two goals cannot be compatible. That is, the mental and the physical are kept
separate from each other only by being part of the same law, that is, by not
being accidental.

Another critique is cognized as a generalization argument. In the
generalization argument, we assume that P is limited to fundamental physical
properties and that M is a specific scientific property that is multiply realized.
Thus, this suggests that either M is reducible to fundamental physical
properties or that M is not causal at all.

Kim's approach to refuting this argument is based on the fundamental
distinction between level and order. Also, his standpoint about causation
according to which causation is explained based on causal powers. That is,
at the most fundamental level, there are elementary particles and at the next
level, the configurations of these particles are located. Accordingly, a
property P may confer certain causal powers on an individual X that are not
possessed by any of the lower-level components of X. Therefore, Kim's
solution to preserve some macro properties from exclusion argument relies
on a metaphysics built on level and order, and also, his conception of
causation in terms of the properties of causal powers that are afforded to
individuals. But it seems that this metaphysics is not consistent with
fundamental physics' understanding of causation. The scientific properties
specific to psychological properties are also functional properties that apply
at the same level as their realizing agents. Therefore, they also are qualified
as psychological properties for exclusion. Furthermore, it seems that the only
properties that escape the exclusion argument are the microphysical states
that separate from the systems.

Kim's belief about causation is that the cause produces its effect. But if event
P simply produces Q, there seems that event F can do anything to produce
Q. Kim says a causal relationship includes the transfer of some quantities
and causal powers to the effect, by the cause that produces that effect. But
such a view conflicts with physicalism belief.

Conclusion
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Kim attempts to solve the problem of mental causation by expressing
causation as productive/generative, and by a reductive reading of
physicalism, also by referring to the principle of causal exclusion and the
causal closure principle. Examining his position, we observe that his solution
faces various difficulties. As a result of his views on productive causation,
the efficiency of the principle of exclusion, and the supervening of mental
properties to physical properties, many problems against his solution remain
unsolved.
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