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An Evaluation of Effective Factors that Increase
Attachement to a Place in Open Spaces in Residential
Complexes
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Abstract:

Attachment to a place is a summary of human perception of physical, mental
dimensions and events of place. With this feeling, the space becomes a place with specific
sensory and behavioral characteristics for humans. Among different spaces, open space
with its functions, meanings and physical characteristics can play an important role in
improving the quality of living spaces in today’s cities. As a result, designers’ attention
to factors influencing people’s attachment to open spaces in residential complexes can
play an effective role in the livability of these spaces. Considering the importance of
the concept of attachment to a place in the quality of a part of the environment, this
research first examines the concept of attachment and its dimensions, and then explains
the indicators of attachment to a place, identifying the factors affecting the feeling of
attachment and measuring them among experts in the field of architecture and urban
planning. In fact, the purpose of this research is to provide a model of place attachment
and measure and furthermore, analyze the factors affecting the degree of attachment
to residential open spaces among experts. This article has a descriptive and analytical
method, and library tools and questionnaires were used to collect information, and it is
practical in terms of its purpose. Its statistical population consists of experts in the fields of
architecture and urban planning, educational sciences and psychology. Random sampling
was adopted for this study. Afterwards, by using the components affecting the sense of
attachment, the indicators of the questionnaire were analyzed. The data collected from
the questionnaires were analyzed using the SPSS software. In this regard, one-sample
t-test and Friedman’s statistical test were used. Finally, 34 indicators were measured in
the form of 8 components. The results of the research show that the sense of belonging,
social support and strong emotional connection with the place are respectively the most
important physical components affecting the feeling of attachment in the open space of
the residential complex, and unsafe and dark spaces are the most important factors for the
lack of attachment to the place among the residents.

Keywords: Feeling of attachement, Residential complex, one-sample t-test, Friedman’s
statistical test, Residents
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