[ Downloaded from san.khu.ac.ir on 2023-11-15]

[ DOR: 20.1001.1.26767740.2022.4.2.4.1]

Spring (2023), Vol. 4, No.8, pp. 99-121

; ,\gay%@
STUDIES IN ARABIC NARRATOLOGY;:@E
PRINT ISSN: 2676-7740 elSSN:2717-0179 @%Mj

Kiaran Giersit www.san.khu.ac.ir =

Metafiction in Jalal Barjas’s Afaei Alnar
Maedeh zohriarab®” & Reza Nazemian?

Abstract

This article examines a postmodern mode of narration, i.e., meta-
narrative, which was first employed by the American novelist William
Gass. Metafiction is one of the most important features of postmodern
literature, which is different from the traditional mode of narration,
that draws on new techniques in writing fiction. This study attempts to
examine the meta-adventure in Afaei Alnar by Jalal Barjas, in which
metafiction techniques are used in order to new and wide spaces.
Based on a descriptive-analytical approach, this study concludes that
the narrative of Jalal Barjas often oscillates between fantasy and
reality, between the past and the present. Among the most important
metaphorical techniques he employes in the novel are the followings:
evoking writing rituals, referring to the process of writing, embodying
writing anxiety, fragmenting narration through creating multiple
narrators (polyphony), and oscillating between illusory imagination
and truth. These items draw the reader’s attention more to the
narration process itself than to the subject of narration.
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