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Abstract

While the origin of Covid-19 is a controversial issue, there is no doubt
that accountability for its outbreak requires incorporation of
environmental aspects to international crimes. This paper aims to
establish the relationship between the Covid-19 pandemic and
international criminal justice by analyzing the content of international
instruments and legal authorities. It will be argued that pandemics are
related to violations of fundamental human rights and systematic
poverty and that international criminal justice must address the
underlying factors of the pandemic, although it presently lacks the
ability to achieve this important goal. Regarding the impact of Covid-
19 on the process of transitional justice for victims of international
crimes and violations of human-rights and humanitarian law, it will be
observed that the efforts of the relevant governments are somewhat
shaky and the implementation process has been slow and constrained.
In order to achieve criminal justice as regards Covid-19, the
intervention of the International Criminal Court is worth considering,
as the court's efforts to fulfill its mission of combating the impunity of
international crimes are becoming increasingly conspicuous.
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1. the Dialogue and Reconciliation Commission

2. the Truth, Justice and Reconciliation Commission

3. Timbuktu

4. International Criminal Court, Al Mahdi case: ICC Trial Chamber VIII issues reparations order, 17
August 2017, https:// www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/item.aspx?name=pr1329.

5. Africanews, “Mali court ends trial of former coup leader Sanogo,” 15 March 2021,
https://www.africanews.com/2021/03/15/ mali-court-ends-trial-of-former-coup-leader-sanogo//
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. ‘extraterritorial’status

. the Crisis Management Team (CMT)
. the Citrix Application

. Signal and WebEx

. ICC Staff Wellbeing Framework

. The Staff Union Council (SUC)

. the Occupational Health Unit (OHU)
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1. Trial Chamber IV on the case of The Prosecutor v. Abdallah Banda Abakaer Nourain; Trial
Chamber V on the case of The Prosecutor v. Alfred Yekatom and Patrice-Edouard Ngai“ssona;
Trial Chamber VI on the case of The Prosecutor v. Bosco Ntaganda; Trial Chamber VI1II on the
case of The Prosecutor v. Ahmad Al Faqgi Al Mahdi; Trial Chamber IX on the case of The
Prosecutor v. Dominic Ongwen; and Trial Chamber X on the case of The Prosecutor v. Al Hassan
Ag Abdoul Aziz Ag Mohamed Ag Mahmoud. at https://www.icc-cpi.int/Pages/crm.aspx (visited
13 September 2021)

2. For example, Decision on counsel for Mr Gbagbo’s request for reconsideration of the ‘Judgment on
the Prosecutor’s appeal against the oral decision of Trial Chamber I pursuant to article 81(3)(c)(1)
of the Statute’ and on the review of the conditions on the release of Mr Gbagbo and Mr Ble’
Goude’, Gbagbo and Ble” Goude” (ICC-02/11-01/15 OA 14), Appeals Chamber, 28 May 2020.
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