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Mazdaei Hegemony: A Comparative Study of
Hegemonic System with the Achaemenid Empire

Mohammad Karampouriy*! and Ruhollah Eslami Shabjareh?

Abstract

Abstract: The Achaemenid Empire of ancient Iran is recognized in the international
system of antiquity as a hegemonic power. This government exhibited classical and
modern hegemonic features, with the imperial system being a prime example of a
hegemonic force. This hegemonic system, rooted in the political philosophies of
ancient Iran and the Iranian order, manifested in the foreign and domestic policy
strategies of the Achaemenids. The primary research question is, "How did the
political thought of ancient Iran, during the Achaemenid era, shape a novel global
order based on the concept of hegemony and hegemonic system in the international
arena?" The research findings indicate that Achaemenid Iran, as a hegemonic
power in the tripartite system of the ancient world, controlled three major regional
systems: the Indian subcontinent and South Asia, the Middle East, and the vast
portion of the Mediterranean system. Besides legitimate military and economic
actions, this government, in order to preserve its hegemony over international
systems, utilized power center control techniques, such as the balance of power, to
manage regional powers escaping centralization. Additionally, the foundation and
focal point of Iran's hegemony were based on justice and the unique ideology of the
imperial government. During this era of cultural, military, economic, and political
hegemony, the Achaemenid Persian system formed upon the terrestrial and cosmic
order of the imperial reign, establishing a powerful and unified monetary system in
the ancient world. The methodology employed in this article is a comparative
approach.

Key words: Achaemenians, Empire, Hegemony, Hegemonic system, Shahanshahi,
Mazdaei hegemony
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