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Dams Diplomacy between Iran and Iraq

Abouzar Fattahizadeh'

Abstract

The settled communities in the Middle East have historically been at
loggerheads over water resources. Therefore, controlling and diversifying
the ways of exploiting these resources have always been a key component of
policy-making of the states in this region. For this reason, after the Second
World War, modern dam-building, as the most important new way of
exploiting water, has attracted the attention of these states, including Iran
and Iraq, and has become one of their most important plans of development.
Therefore, the growing attention to this policy has led to disputes between
the two countries. In this article, we intend to answer the key question: what
are the threats of dam building policies in Iran and lIraq? The second
question of interest is: what diplomatic disputes and/or cooperations have
these threats caused or will these threats cause in the field of dam diplomacy
between them? To answer these questions, in the first section of the paper,
we have proposed a special theoretical framework for dam diplomacy. In the
second part of the article, we have discussed dam-building policies and the
data related to the dams in Iran and its neighboring countries. In the third
part of the article, as a concrete example, we have shown what threats,
conflicts, and diplomatic cooperation between Iran and Iraq have been or
will be created by these policies and dams. It should be pointed out that our
approach here has been based on the green theory of international relations,
and we have employed exploratory, documentary, and conceptual-rational
modeling methods as each subject called for.
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