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Relational Aspect of Iran's National Power"

Ali Asghar Dehghani?
Hossein Pourahmadi Meibodi®

Abstract

Revolutionary developments in information and communication technology
have provided a profound impact on the socio-economic formation of
societies and the reformulation of the international political economy
system. The changes that have taken place provide the context for the
importance of the intangible aspects of power and have introduced new
forms of power, the most important of which is relational power. Relational
power is a form of power that is the product of the type of view and policy-
making, and as a result of the direction and exploitation of this field, is
constructed socially. In the digital age, the advent of social networks has
increased the importance of relational power, as it is an important factor in
determining the legitimacy of governments. The purpose of this article is to
investigate the situation of cyber power in the Islamic Republic of Iran at a
time when cyberspace has become the main element of power and wealth
and in the light of the dynamics of information and communication
technology. The research has used quantitative-qualitative method to
achieve its goals. The primary hypothesis states: "The acting style of the I.R.
of Iran and its negative approach to the requirements of cyberspace, have
created the ground for negative social reactions from domestic and foreign
players and, as a result, the reduction of the country's relational power.

Keywords: Cyberspace, Social Networks, Relational Power, Digital
Economy, National Power of Iran

This article is taken from the doctoral thesis entitled "Political Economy of Cyberspace

and National Power of the Islamic Republic of Iran" of the Faculty of Economics and
Political Sciences of Shahid Beheshti University, Tehran.
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