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Abstract

Scholars have been reading Assyrian texts for over a hundred years to locate the
toponymys mentioned in the inscriptions. Some of these toponymys are located on the
eastern borders of the territory of the new Assyrian empire in western Iran, one of which
was the Ellipian kingdom. Inscriptions of the Neo Assyrian Period from Ashurnasirpal
II (866 B.C) to Ashurbanipal (639 B.C.), had referring about 250 years to the Ellipian
kingdom. Most archaeologists have located the Ellipian kingdom north of Pish-Koh in
Luristan and south of Kermanshah. Over the last two decades, after the attribution of
Genre of Luristan ware (Baba Jan III painted ware) to the kingdom of Ellipi by Louis
Levine and later Yana Medvedskaya, researchers have tried to analyze the different
cultural finds such as this type of ware in the context of the kingdom. The reason of
researchers for attribute Genre of Luristan ware to Ellipian kingdon is the concurrence
and distribution of this type of ware in the territory considered for kingdom of Ellipi.
This study seeks to use the Historical archaeology approach, which relies on interpreting
historical textual information in the context of archaeological data to provide an accurate
and comprehensive analysis of this issue. This research indicates that attributing the
archaeological findings of the early first millennium BC such as Genre of Luristan ware,
to the kingdom of Ellipi is not valid. This attribution should be considered a hypothesis;
basing it on analysis of findings will lead to misguidance and inaccurate results. On the
one hand, there is no actual historical evidence for the exact location of the kingdom
of Ellipi in the Pish-Koh of Luristan. On the other hand, according to the existence of

~ nomadism in this region, adapting the distribution range of archaeological data such as
Genre of Luristan ware with the historical information in Assyrian texts is problematic.
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Introduction

Scholars have been reading Assyrian texts for over a hundred years to locate the
toponymys mentioned in the inscriptions. Some of these toponymys are located on the
eastern borders of the territory of the new Assyrian empire in western Iran, one of which
was the Ellipian kingdom. Inscriptions of the Neo Assyrian Period from Ashurnasirpal
IT (866 BC) to Ashurbanipal (639 BC), had referring about 250 years to the Ellipian
kingdom. Most archaeologists have located the Ellipian kingdom north of Pish-Koh
in Luristan and south of Kermanshah (Fig, 1). According to their studies, Kingdom
of Ellipi include original range of Pish-koh, which From the north to the Gareen
mountains(Harhar), in the northeast to along the Grien and in the East to Oshtoran-Koh
(Media), from the south in the basin of Seymareh(Elam),in the West to Kabir-koh and in
the North-West to South Harsin(Bit-Hamban)(Mollazah&Goudarzi,2016:89-92).

Genre of Luristan ware (Chronology, Stylistics& Attribution)

The genre of Luristan ware, which was first emerged in the early first millennium
BC, during the Iron Age IIB(950-800BC)& IITA (800-650BC), was distributed in
the settlement and graveyards of Pish-Koh region(Adachi, 2004: 81). The pottery is
often called by Roman Ghirshman »Genre Luristan«, that were found from Giyan
Tapeh(Contenau&Ghirshman,1935). Although after excavation at Baba Jan tape by
Clare Goff, she named them »Baba Jan III painted ware«(Goff, 1978 : 29). Baba Jan
IIT painted wares, decorated with the bow-tie designs, which has called the kite design.

The appearance for about 300 years of genre of Luristan ware or Baba Jan III painted
wares, can be divided into two phases old style and new style. Old style of genre of
Luristan ware (Baba Jan III) is mostly handmade or thrown on a slow wheel. But the
new style of this pottery (Baba Jan IIB) is made entirely by wheel. In addition to the
Pish-Koh area, the new style of genre of luristan ware has been obtained in the south
of Hersin (Goudarzi, 2017: 226). This phenomenon is the result of the expansion of
cultural relations and has led to the evolution of technology and wheel maker genre of
Luristan ware (Fig.2&3).

Moorey suggested that genre of Luristan ware in the Iron Age Luristan can be
generally attributed to invader from outside of this region(Moorey,1974:19). The
invaders have been considered to be Kassites, Cimmerians, Median or Elamite people.
Goff thinks that the culture of Baba Jan III was mist probably Median (Goff, 1968: 131).
Medvedskaya believes that Baba Jan III painted ware belongs to the Ellipian kingdom
(Medvedskaya, 1999:59). She says it cannot be Median, because it is quite different
from the pottery found at Nush-I Jan tape.

Discussion
Over the last two decades, after the attribution of genre of Luristan ware (Baba Jan III

painted ware) to the kingdom of Ellipi by Louis Levine and later Yana Medvedskaya,
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Iranianresearchers have tried to analyze the different cultural finds such as this type of ware
in the context of the kingdom(Shishegar, 2006; Molazadeh&goudarzi,2016¢Garavand,
2014). The reason of researchers for attribute genre of Luristan ware to Ellipian kingdom
is the concurrence and distribution of this type of ware in the territory considered for
kingdom of Ellipi (Fig. 4). This study seeks to use the historical archaeology approach,
which relies on interpreting historical textual information in the context of archaeological
data to provide an accurate and comprehensive analysis of this issue.

But the available resources for reconstruction of historical geography of Ellipian
kingdom is limited to historical texts and analysis archaeological data. The historical
data, on one hand, are limited to Assyrian inscriptions, which often look and more
political sententious zoom describes their version of victories. On the other hand, no
writing among on the land of the Babylonians and especially Elamite inscriptions about
Ellipi that according to evidence have been good relationship with Ellipian achieved.
In addition to according to Assyrian texts, three times by Assyrian army, the territory
of Ellipian kingdom has been occupied. Bat yet no data had been obtained about the
presence of the Assyrians in Pish-Koh. For example, Assyrian data such as seals and
decorations found on the tapeh Giyan, not obtained in Pish-Koh of Luristan(Fig. 5).
Also finding a type of pottery in archaeological sites, can be no reason for a special
ethnicity. Because the main data that anthropologists emphasize, such as clothing,

etymology, language and etc., usually not available to archaeologists.

Conclusion

In this study tried to answer the question that the attribution of genre luristan ware
to Ellipian kingdom is true and meaningful? So with the comprehensive utilization
of historical sources and archaeological data in context of the geographical features
of the region, provide a logical analysis. This research indicates that attributing the
archaeological findings of the early first millennium BC such as genre of Luristan ware,
to the kingdom of Ellipi is not valid. This attribution should be considered a hypothesis;
basing it on analysis of findings will lead to misguidance and inaccurate results. On the
one hand, there is no actual historical evidence for the exact location of the kingdom
of Ellipi in the Pish-Koh of Luristan. On the other hand, according to the existence of
nomadism in this region, adapting the distribution range of archaeological data such as
genre of Luristan ware with the historical information in Assyrian texts is problematic.
Therefore, we can offer Pish —Koh area, in the historical geography of 1st millennium
B.C, for location of Ellipan kingdom. But attribution of archaeological data and putting

it on the basis of analysis will be a hasty and unscientific.
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Fig. 1: Map of cultural Luristan included of Pish-Koh & Posht-Koh (Author, 2021).



| ay | i

5&..3)5)9).) (Pu F0o—00) |||A9 11IB u_mi)_.a.c u‘b (095;...‘_’) ulo\_MJ)J L;WLAMJUL&M}L’
5 S Pt sz (mpde ladbye 5 asolabl uslea byl doge (olass
soie (S o g by £ 95 Jliw sl bl ssle cliwyd (pois 35 9 Lol
A Sy adasio ol 10 05Sin Sliwl sladbyze Koy slaodld yoyinge «iliwy
s 098ty el i Jsl 8yl (ca S B0l 90 o bLoyl cawyd Sy pae Lol il

o 53 (ol (Kanyd 8015 laie d codds Cgunio (ol plodl 4 4 by £ o5 Jlaw
095Uy 53 AS Mitwd Bgyno (cog yio b)) oplpac 13 S paie s b ccal Haiie
Overlaet, 2004:) ditud .p. o $00 L5 Wooy o Sloj 8y do bgsye ybwy) jsinn slang oo
by g5 Sl 15 g D5ud g0 0400 (SHSiko | Siyd ppo 8310 90 ol L adasly 1o Lplzs(330
agolbbaslen uaSls ;3L bhgie (laabyoe adonslg)hiwl ladb s> 5l Logas
olodi Q_Q_Maf‘;,?&maﬂ).\.c du&w 9 Lbul.\_w);)‘).\_m.u Lme).e.o 9 oJ_niCA_w.)dg

el olulis ol g oais Lol g ol i 5l Lag yio (ol l> oo oy sS
539, .Cawl 00ld @QL«»\ o2 oliwy 95 Jliww 3y50)3 0y ol el 00,8 Jlgia |y (cudgs
ol Jlaw b asob LU AL 50-518 e Sl sladbgse 45 cowl dize oyl
@ aSlya )0 liwy) 2580 sbil Busle b (Lol (11 G bl (i Jliuw) ol ¢ o5
b liwyd jo do g oai g £8e Bgymo sloisl as bbb sl (asls ladbge 5o
sl oduis el la bl vgdte Jliw 0390 yutyio cbott] gyl a5 yalpac clag,zsS
5 oBasSeolatwl Zoe L aslgs s olabl )0 e (LSLe 48 cowl ditne (g9 cduisyd
Overlaet,) aisb adlaie 4 10)l905L5 Lo eyl aS 315 Jlasis | g aiisl byl yo liwy) slag yae
Sl 5ol8 50 gun <SG 3l el 01 LB ylate w51 sl eldllae U ais)d ol Lol .(2013: 383
‘_}_3.)\) c).i?.) LS?-“’)‘ OYAZ YAV ‘)9.’04&\.’)') ol il Cwddy ol ul.\_w).‘ &y Ul gdie Jl.a_w
Cople (dglabl wile  ueSls copogas L ladbyse jo Bopre (slag yio ooiois lag
dsle) dolee g (9 disle) (85 L adasly )0 L5 a8 009 el 5 eSenl (1392 (6535 9 (e
5 S pOE s o dbogms 93 )0 AS(gysboay saslandy S (Ll S 5 (g pog
cols «@I&T”SL’;» ol yogdle el odal Cawdds yutyio slodl 51 oLy pis Ll K
D) | yalyae sloaigai bl )3 25 5 gk Ll M o Labl osiie Jlis oS 03,
ol (Sledgpe 48 diob ol dis )3 .(Adachi, 2004: 92) cowl ol dxbl JolSs £ 45
wlods alaol O uSis 4 8890 § 00, ciyalps liwy 4o lbowy) £ o5 Jloww Sanyd b
L (ol Lo o) Sl ks o s Jgiine poyiwd jd (5l liwb anly i 4o angs b
s JouB BB cslanlas g yhe sl b iSude s ogs ylusiig S
ras sladbye 3 poguad & gliw) (ol plinl Olllas ywa )3 JSuio ooy Sy
W5 o0 plasl (cole (sl 2918 5l 8 Loges aS Lo iglS ool ol lomapt (sl jiglS 2
3 stayd S50 0 lg5 o lasli (il Amtsyd 9o Lvooly g Laas¥  Suso)ends o
oy 8l gy Clel b a8 a dbcaws (gl jlrope sla joglS sl acsls dbge
s (sl oS o guad o g Ladbogme 51 gLl (bl 4o o (yin s 48 340 00 pLool
pliel dore a0 isoles sl sl sl plwlb glinl ol 3l as gl )5 (sladogxe



s (g iy o\,mo.‘,| ay |

labgzo ( S pog yw g bl Lol Saw asilen cecula ol (g5, 4z ol g o0
D98 0 9ydg) JSdo L ol slaesls g abgoe comlo jl conyd )3 48 el assgpaa,
5 00t 045 o I aidliw g sLidl 15 5 it o2xunie (6)85 49 W8l Lo db s d ety
abgome 10 398 g0 Esly oany ol D50 rtabael Lol )15 b 5 (susail (el
ls e kit liasly asilo sl tin (S 4 By g bl arls |y IS Jlows S e Lls
e 150 i 4531 S50 (S Pl a5 oo Lilogoes s 0oliasy) 35Lsejl st Ul
ool sl (gLm bl sy 2 s 5 ansyd ()5 pule mas 0 S5 IS 5 L _jille

sl 0 g s 3l Byl Lo cosSins

S5 (e

S (o) -l Bl (el gliwly 33509 5l ooliswl ol imgly (a3 Sl
3y S0y (YF IYAF (ygl) 010 KT b ybiwl slrodls g aiSo S)lae 51 (uS)5 4o aS
oo 5l (i cledbl a8 ol Slodye dalllas (gl 28 dppasio by (Sl byl
S0 )8 (gl b3l s 8590 50 (el ()N (S pranndd Fubs Ll oyt 4o
sl gs 518 ladge s bl )3 (6580 )liss cnlis Lodye aSTy <(Clark, 1987: 383)
oo o8T_al ply3l 553 545 croio eyl askosl Lo 45 Wil gy oallas Ll &yLsy3 5 035
Slodye 12 (o5 E)li o ot 9y (098 Eylin dalllas £95 SO L Lol 55 Lo 28l
aS BORL slaarsg gubil Lol g ails 0559 aradS jo 4 5yls 55105 o)l plg 8l asle
Slgo g ligiSe wob (Sl ol bl jo wloss aslis 0asSe 8y S gy
D Shie S s msi 53355 b Lo Ll s 5 S y (i3 s ol
aligl al as conbar g b axdl b o axslyy cwbsplnl glasdly wyp 4
05,800 3l solase 35 (BB Lol s vt JoSo 5 Loty lewl (slavodls 5 (s, Sylae
Slyo g ooy (FA : YWRF (asysl) digds dallas s 5| s Ao plAS) iy oyl o 1
Lol ctslons ot 1,85 4o Jas o b el (S)loce AT,y it y5pnins i s liasl
S e JLoo ]y (B e 3 lis bl laools

Ol g5 Jlw (owlids S
Asolbl pogada (jasls gladbyre blisglnl lagssls wluly (ASgba
Jgl dass 5 (poo Aoo=300) Il yplpas pod dos (Slej 3390500 Gl £ 45 Jliww (68508
Al Yoo 39d> youinn ylg oo Lol €(V oo« 65)965) 3,8 sy |y (pows SBo=Aee) Il ynlpnc
35S (G S (A2 5515) Ao 5 (i j385) o s o 90 0 |y HE Lo LU Jlaws

slads o glod ool (0.0 Aoo-A00 TIB (4t juas) pmtdd S Ly ddis yo Jlioww (21
sl b )lojot 5 995 o0 040 0980 plas ;0 5 1315 0 B ol bl ) o capedsS) aS el
558 el L oSl Jlins 098 3 g eyl 3 shiees &tbaio 335y Lel .ol TVB
Sy cdiwsd 90 L Gras loawlS e losjanws (slagysd it ad>po (ol o Lol
sl ol (ol dolo a5 (Hlie (3 45 At 4D g Slogem 5 $53Sd

Olyiscod dspo ol i 0.2 FBo-Aoe IITA (pa] ac) Ll Sl b dds o Jlw (&
il yo slaassS sl (B conl IHA alas L glojen A glablb dds o plea L (B8 4
&S St rgiin (slmdaslS ok S Jliws yaseiie pyd Lol sl pgls Lol yo i3
B gy Lo s Lnalats wisle o8 aistn lioxe B oLa bl (sla Jliws 5130618 5 )L 12



| ay | )

ol HIB9 IVA dal“ﬁh} l_) UL‘)W-Q 4_1>)A U‘" g g0 0430 Lmd”s diwd 9 da)_b
g5 Jliw L e 5 310 ol 95 mdd Simas 51 (it (aaiSThy dois S Jliw
mogde . Wlodd jlwg o by Jliw el Lol jo aS gyabas tecwl iy Jlhw (ix dlo
solitul (3908 laatwd L laolits g awls anle (cole Jliw clapyd cadsye oyl yo )l
o i 9BUS wOsles (hny cosSibiy 3l )L o dpd> 58 o0y1uS g ol o
«(Levine, 1987: 235) 0543  Sitys culboliyl jynd doess (Ll bl slgs S50 5 cabiunle
(Y )_:94@.:) Cowl ansls ol)..c.bdg |) ul.;._w).\ &y ‘JLLW U“\""’)L‘“"C)} 9 LS)?L;"é J5_>u OT w20 FEY

5] uSe) Y oslygibdals Al oo TTB Y 3l el oo ds cylinsy) £ 45 ot Soans Jlins 365 51 jhglize 45 Y yaguas

Fig. 2: Painted small bowls, new types of genre of Luristan wares from Jameh-Shuran site (O ROM).

Obwy g9 Jliw (5)&50lE

ol 00 i dihate (sl yliwyd o aylyizwl )3 A GTIB ol pac b liw) g o5 Jliw
4568 48 Jlow g45 4ol .(Adachi, 2004: 81) 35 o (5)ld87,l . p. 500 L5 A0e (o 4S 0l
b das )3 Oliogl slacdio i b (Sypo 4o Jolese (63550 8pnes (shId o (gt
i ey (polis gl Ll )3 (oS (ragy) gt el Bgy b Sy caod
by asolbbl (39l8 5l wsy . (Contenau & Ghirshman, 1935) aois oaels e liwy) £ 55
ol 48 9 Ll (g9 i (ISRl Il Glabl pgdiier Jlw glyieds o3 HIS
Gof, 1968; Goff, 1978: 29.41-) cewl 034 .p.0 A 54 (99,8 b Jlaw g9 ol 5l oolaul
b OV YA g ) ol 03,8 godas ]y ol S bb dbge slhae 6yl i850,l 45 (42
3bligs 55 Lty adaxjl o5ty I Il yalae (ad L (sladbogmo (B9l 55 1bl (sla Lo
5 5 OFAY (eolorw) dUlpys 089,845 ((WAY () 8o 5 (golora) SUEYISIS 4l 45
(Y yga) Col ol cowddy ol £55 Jlinw YAV 50 ) oLads 3a bl glwsysS

Oy 95 Sl (il bagusme

i clacan (S8 ol opé ddhaio j) auwy slbciomud y3 S| yalpac G5,
sl 0 gl 5 4y oy 51 Il Lol (Simd (555mm I yalas (b cansls 52
Jolss 3l g aim3 o0 Lts y dois slaassS 5l e gite b w093 ol sl Jlinw aSs5o004
31 50 by .95 QUi .OFY VAT 3b) 9 o 0000 I ydluac (glo i o e g (o
SIS g aye8 098t disle ols didlaie G o (o> 48 G)ebds o (gttme 00 B ]
Dylas 131



(9868 3o ] s s [ 7 Lot || Ansy (ol omsly \olne || q¥f "

T o (e . . . Eaes 5 e . B . . . & e 2. & o

Goff,) ¢ O‘}:’Q‘ sedio Jlaw &y U:’l P @Low.m u,g).’uablw ‘olm:).' &y Jlw Rgiie b,f:’f' Rgal

.(1968: 120

Fig. 3: Painted medium types of genre of Luristan ware, the usual designs are hatch and bow-tie pattern (Goff,
1968:120).
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